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SUMMER SILENCE. 
BY MARY B, DODGE. 
cP 
ERE is stillnese, rapturous atillness in the August after- 


noon, 

Though the low-swung leaflets quiver to the crickets’ drowsy 
tune. : 

All the corn-field’s tall retainers stand unmoved with burn- 

*  ighed crest, 

While the yellow moth darts round them im disdain of noble 
rest ; ; ¥ 

Still, no rustle from the darting de we fiekr Whhin: the pause,— 

Not a faintest sound of motion from the pinions’ subtile gauze,— 

From the dippings and the soarings and the curvings as he 

. . 

Making graceful genuflections at some shrine amid the grasses; 

Nay, so noiseless is the flitting of each rare, transparent wing, 

That the silence is but richer for the golden hush they bring! 


IL. 


And the droning of the crickets,—does it break the dreamy 
swoon 

Of the restful harvest season in this August afternoon ? 

Does it wake the sleeping bosom of the summer’s mellow day ? 

Nay, a thousand times we answer with the crickets, nay and 
nay; 

A thousand times we answer, with the crickets’ gentle drone, 

That the silence is more silent for the tender monotone! 


III. 


Ob, the overbrimming silence of this teeming summer hour !— 

Sofily floating from the honey-bee that hums above the flower; 

Upwelling from the locust leaf in unseen murmurs there; 

And throbbing through a world of life whose home is in the 
an. 

Think you, silence is less peaceful for the music that it breede,— 

Its myriad voices opened like the myriad blooming seeds ? 

Nay, fuller and intenser is its presence whispered so 

By a weird cicada chorus and the moth’s aerial glow; 

By the thrill of praise ascending, from garden, field, and 
grove, 

Whose one translated meaning is of love, and only love ;— 

The Love which yields fruition to the finite hope of man, 

Yet stays not the fulfilling of a far diviner plan. 








SYMPATHY BETWEEN PARENTS AND 
CHILDREN. 


BY J, L, M, CURRY, LLD. 


MONG many suggestive and interesting things in that 
clever and readable book,—Life and Letters of Lord 
Macaulay,—which so many are reading with an interest 
that the Jast novel does not excite, are glimpses of the 
private life of the great author. His attachment for his 
sisters, whose society gave him so much pleasure, was 
very lovely. Their interest in his literary and political 
success was but a just reciprocation of his kindness. His 
expressions of fondness for and reliance upon his sisters 


are numerous and touching ; and one loves to peep behind 
the curtain, and see the man who has done mors than 
any modern writer for English literature in the unreserve 
of cordial intercourse, free from the intrusive interrup- 
tions of the curious and the selfish. 

The devotion of Lord Macaulay to his father was most 
beautiful ; and we are glad to learn more of the worth 
and scrupulous conscientiousness of Zachary Macaulay, 
who was the colaborer of Wilberforce, and elicited such 
a noble eulogy from Mr. Gladstone in the House of 
Commons, Without deducting “one jot or tittle” from 
the merits of Zachary Macaulay, may there not be drawn 
from his life a practical lesson, which will be beneficial 
to such readers of Tax Tres as are parents? Between 
father and son there was a strong regard. During the 
crisis of the Weat India Bill, to the earnest remonsirances 
of his colleagues Macaulay replied, “I cannot go counter 
to my father. He has devoted his whole life to the ques- 
tion, and I cannot grieve him by giving way when he 
wishes me to stand firm ;” and yet personally there was 
but scanty sympathy between father and son. Parental 
pride and love, and filial respect and reverence and 
obedience were not successful in bringing the two into 
intimate companionship. letters to sisters are full 
of love, playfal confidence, ly unreserve, of hopes 
and fears, of disappointments and successes, but we have 
no letters between father and son showing like sympathy 

The case of these two distinguished persons is not ex- 


pati ney are not a fgw families where a like 
is not made to families whose parents are harsh and ex- 
acting, and children are disobedient and unlovely, but 
to families where real love is felt on both sides. Most 
persons can call up instances where parents are ever 
indulgent and children are affectionate, but where there 
is a sad constraint in intercourse, a deplorable lack of 
familiarity. On the other hand, in pleasant contrast, 
are families where, while there is no want of deferential 
respect, the parents are familiar and communicative, and 
the children easy and unconstrained. Information is 
given, questions are asked, opinions are interchanged, 
current topics are discussed with the utmost freedom, and 
home has all the attractions with which poetry invests 
that sacred place. The greatest luxury of Sydney Smith 
is said to have been to keep his wife and daughters laugh- 
ing for two or three hours every day. Not a few homes 
ean be recalled where this‘hilarity may not have obtained, 
but where father, mother, sons, and daughters lived in 
sweetest confidence, where sons had few “secrets” from 
the father, and to the mother the daughters went first 
and without embarrassment to talk over everything that 
concerned present plans or future prospects. Parental 
government existed in fullest justice and impartiality, 
but was so tempered by prudence and love that squeam- 
ish modesty or false bashfulmess never came between 
those who were most interested in each other’s welfare 
and happiness. 

Are not children, in such families, better educated, 
more intelligently guided, more wisely disciplined? ‘May 
not religion be there a household joy, an enveloping ac- 
companiment like the atmosphere? Where such mutual 
sympathy and loving companionship exist, are not chil- 
dren thesooner taught self-reliance and individual respon- 
sibility, and the better fitted for life’s duties and trials?” 

Richmond, Va. 





CHILDREN’S PRAYERS. 
BY GRACE WEBSTER HINSDALE. 


ON’T you wish that you could have read all the 
thoughts of that white-robed multitude of praying 
children last night? The sunlight faded out of their curls, 
their kisses were given to all who happened to be near at 
bed-time, and away they went to cot and crib, wishing such 
things ss prsyers had never been invented! They were 
soon reconciled, for mother or aunty charmed them by 





fifteen minutes, at least, of pure devotion to their child- 
interests. How nice it is to talk with mother when she is 
clear away from everything else, when the dress-making 
and preserves are not all mixed together in her mind! 
Mother or sister all to itself —it is the child’s heaven on 
earth! I would not wonder if it often helped the little 
one to find its way to the heaven above. We do not give 
ourselves right heartily to children; they feel our absorp- 
tion in other things while we talk to them; they are un- 
generously starved when we give them something else 
instead of ourselves. 

“ Now, Johnny, say your prayers, and get right into bed, 
I can’t stay any longer!” Mother, that was a strange 
thing to dc—to tell this little fellow to “ say” his prayers 
Why did you not ask him to kneel and pray? You; 
surely do not mean that he shall only say, or repeat, a 
prayer. Saying prayers doesn’t mean much to him; he 
knows that he could teach the parrot to do the same. 
But what did the rogue pray for? I dare say it was for 
peppermints or a kite; and his mothér had no occasion 
to laugh or express her surprise if he did; he was only 
honest ; that was what he wanted! He has certainly 
started in the way of a true suppliant when he utters 
honest words for real wants before God. 

There was Lucy, over in the corner, with her face 
smothered between her hands and the soft edge of the 
bed. Her expression was one of great devoutness and 
propriety ; she was a long time on her knees,—what was 
the character of her prayer? Well, it is very likely that 
the dear child was whispering into the ears of God all 
the holy phrases and solema petitions she could remem- 
ber from the prayers she has heard. Her nature is dif- 
ferent from her little brothers ; she is serious, and a sense 
of God’s majesty has begun to poesess her soul. SHe has 
used some deep spiritual words the import of which she 
does not quite understand, but her memory has retained 
ae their sense was vaguely evident to her 

Instruction is needed for both these young souls. 
Johnny’s faith is not to be hurt or dwindled (I had 
almost said) into the faith of older people! I should be 
glad to see the peppermints in his hand and his kite in 
thesky. But tell him that these are not the things which 
God wants us most to pray for, and be careful that his 
God (to whom he prays) is not yourse/// That is a cun- 
ning device of little people, to suggest to their friends 
what they want, when they are on their knees with folded 
hands. One may observe this about Christmas time. 

Children are not atheists ; they believe “ that God is,” 
and that he is the Great Giver. Do not let their faith be 
lost through the ignorance and foolishness of their peti- 
tions, Give them a promise to pray on ; find one appro- 
priate to their needs ; show them the connection between 
their need and the promise, and in the simplest language 
teach them to ask of God the thing he has promised to 
give. The child will soon learn to say to himself, when 
he can read the Bible, “ Here’s a promise; I'll ask for 
it.” 

Some of my readers say, ‘“ This is too spiritual an exer- 
cise for a young child.” I can only reply, Don’t imagine 
that it can be done in a day; it is the small 
only of life’s lesson. Let earnest parents try it. Select 
one promise, read it every day for a week or a month; 
talk about it; imagine circumstances suited to his age 
»when he might need it ; get the idea of want and supply 
into his mind, and then direct his prayer about it, Pray- 
ing for things you have no idea of is an easy way to cul- 
tivate insincerity. If you want your child to ask for any 
particular blessing, take pains beforehand to explain the 
thing and his need of it. Be assured that the minds of 


children are so intuitive that they will take in more of 
this explanatory talk than you think. The trouble is 
that we urderrate the capacity of children, and do not 
deal with tem fairly ; we are impatient. 

The help Lucy needs js help out of her tendency to 
imitation, She is ten or twelve years old, full of shy 





timidity. She repeats bits of other people’s prayers be- 
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ceuse she is afraid that her own words would not be 
proper ; the feeling « f reverence and devotion is genuine, 
and her tender ep'rit is struggling to express it, What 
she needs is more de fioiteness in her idess. Her feelirg 
is ahead of thought; rhe has shared in the magnetic in- 
fluences of religic us services upon the Sabbath, ard pos- 
sibly in the weekly meetings ; but she needs direct and 
positive instruction. She needs to have the idea of God 
tskan to pieces, in order that feeling may become defi- 
nite and griw into expression. What an assault it is 
upon a young soul to go to it and say, “ Do you love 
God?” Ivs a tremendous question to thrust upon the 
vagaeness of a child’s consciousness! He will answer 
“yes” because he knows he ought to. 

Jost tell Lucy that you want to talk to her about 
God’s power. Take her to walk ; point out the hills and 
the strong rocks which support them. Show her the 
acorn and the oak, and tell her that God prepared the 
earth so that the seed could be developed into a tree. 
Tell her that the ocean is waiting to receive the waters 
of the mighty river which is solemnly flowing at her feet. 
Ask her what she thinks of the power that turned the 
waves of the sea into translucent walls on each side of 
the Israelites. Day after day call her attention to some 
object, in nature, which can iMustrate the power of God, 
and do not drop that attribute till you have secured the 
concentration of the child’s mind upon it. You may be 
sure that, by and by, she will begin to say something to 
God, in her prayers, about his power. It will come 
from her own mind, feeling will take shape in thought 
because she has got something to think about. 

What sweet hours you will have with this dear little 
g'tl when you are studying the attribute of God’s love! 
What endless illustrations will be at hand, The earth 
will be bright with the smile of God if the child can gain 
an assured sense of the Creator’s love. Do not utter any 
lies, to this little one, about its divine Father, by giving 
it the impression that God hates the sinner ; teach it the 
truth about the sin, and teach the truth about the 
Father’s sending Jesus leat his children should be lost. 
Open the heart of God, if you can, to the believing spirit 
in your child. . 

Praise requires such a review of the past and such a 
steady gaze upon the glory of God that young people 
seldom express it. They are easily taught the words and 
spirit of ordinary thanksgiving, for they enjoy the recital 
of pleasant events and the description of the good things 
in their sunny lives. In confession they tell out their 
evil doings as if they had the idea that confession took 
the place of earthly punishment, and as if they meant it 
should. The motive and spirit of evil seem far beyond 
their comprehension, they are troubled only by the act. 
How patiently, under the Spirit’s direction, the child’s 
teacher must work ! 

These liitle suppliants are fall of intercession. Every 
‘friend, ail the neig) bors, and even their dolls, must be 
blessed! A child’s prayer is not all selfishness. Guide 
these petitions for others as well as you can, and do not 
imitate a friend of mine who continued the intercessions 
of her five-year old niece by addiog “and bless my 
enemie-.” “My what,’ Aunt Nuldy? “Bess my ene- 
mies, dear,” the aunt repeated. “God bless my ene- 
mier,” wh'sp md the little thing. B fore rhe fell asleep 
she heard her mother’s step, ard crept to her side with 
the q:estion, “Mamma, what’s my enemies ?” 

* For Jesus’ sake, Amen,” oh, how many times we 
have heard it from lips whose red grew white beneath 
the cold kiss of Death! ‘For J sus’ sake, Amen;” al 
heaven is listening to the “precious name,” and the 
prayers of childien are written on the Father’s heart. 





“SECRET OF YOUR NATIONAL GLORY,” 
BY G@. 8. J. 


VISITOR frem England, on his first trip to our 

South Atlantic shores, landed this year at Wil- 
mington, N, O., on ak vely Sabbath morniog in June, 
jas. at the hour when the charch bells were calling the 
child-en into their various S.bbath-schools in ail parts 
of the city. Here and there, as thestranger passed along 
the streets, he observed crowds cf happy-looking chi'dren 
(white and colored) hastening to their respective places 
of Sabba’h instruction, 

Our “old country” friend, surprised and del'ghted at 
the liv’ng panorama, asked a little child whom he met, 
running with ber Bible in hand, what all this meant. 
Very politely the little girl replied, as she opened to her 
morning lesson, ‘‘ Here, sir, is my verse for to-day, 
* Blessed is the people that know the joyful sound; they 
shall wa'k, O Lord, in the light of thy countenance,’” 
(Psalm 89 ; 15.) 

Closing the book she hurried on to ber school ; and the 








stranger le surely pursued his morning walk with the 
* joyful sound” of the child’s voice echving at every step 
the sweet words of her lesson, “ They shall walk, O Lord, 
in the light of thy countenance,” He followed her to 
the door of the chapel, where he was met and recognized 
by a fellow-cc uatrymen, whom he had not s:en since 
they parted at the door of an alehouse in London, ten 
years ago. 

In the afternoon of that day, as I entered the hall, in 
which was assembled our “ Oontennial Mission Sunday- 
school,” I gained an introduction to our English visitor 
and his old comrade, The former had been converted, 
as be stated, during the time of the Moody meetings in 
England, while the latter was brought to a knowledge of 
Jesus a few years ago by means of a tract given him bya 
boy returning’ home from Suanday-school one Sabbath 
morning in the city of Wilmington. 

After reciting the incidents briefly mentioned above 
under the appropriate head of “ First impressions of an 
Englishman on his first Sabbath morning in a Southern 
port,” our welcome visitor, while addressing the school 
said: “If what I have seen and heard to-day be a fair 
exponent of your Sabbath observance in all this land of 
America, I am prepared to answer the question, Where 
lies the power that has preserved the liberties of this 
great country through the past century of her glorious 
history? Here lies the power. I have seen the secret 
to-day. God’s word open to the young in the light of the 
Sabbath sun, at home and in the streets, in the mansion 
of the rich and in the cottage of the poor. Here’s the 
answer given me this morning by one of your little ones : 
‘ Blessed is the people that know the joyful sound ; they 
shall walk, O Lord, in the light of thy countenance.’ ” 

Wilmington, N. C. 





HINTS TO MOTHERS. 
; BY HOPE LEDYARD, 


HEN Robbie wishes to coax me, if I am busy, 

he dances round me singing, “ Hints to mothers, 

hints to mothers.” It set me thinking, and now for 

weeks I have been testing how true this name he has 

given himself is. Our children are constantly giving us 

hints, indications, pointings in the right direction. 

Your husband would say to you, “I think, my dear, you 

make a mistake in spealing so sharply to the children ;” 

but he is not on hand, or does not notice, and so, in 4 
very different way, the child gives the hint, 

Yesterdsy you were nervous and irritable, and, tired of 
the noise the children were mekirg, you exclaimed, “‘Siop 
that at once!’ You know the tone, do you not? To-day 
comes the “hint” that kinder tones would have been 
wiser, Baby is doing something the older child does not 
approve, and at once your tone and manner of the pre- 
vious day are reproduced, perhaps improved upon, Oh 
that we might take such hints at once! 

Another bint comes when, at every opportunity, your 
eldest boy runs <ff to your neighboi’s house, or, worse 
yet, to the companionship of boys you cannot approve of. 
Do not blame the bey, bit teke the hint. At any cost, 
change the atmesphere cf your home, that your boys may 
be happier in it. Better p'ay teg and marbles yourself 
(and I assure yc u it is res fulexercis«) and let the rooms 
go undusted, or the sewing get behind hand, than let y: ur 
boy feel constrained, uneary, or even uninterc sted, in your 
presence. I know it is not good to be too anxi us; but 
this one thing we surely cught torwa'ch carefu! y, that 
cur children not only 1 ve us, but delight in us, that 
their faces brighten as soon as “ mother” comes; and 
though we my be rather poorer housekeepers, and 
may have to neglect the outside world to do this, i: will 
psy. I hsve been thioking carefully of weys of mekirg 
home brighter for the child:en, One secret is, to insis’, 
as soon as they are old enc ugb, on a diligent performance 
of stated tasks; and these should be so suited to their 
strergth as to act as tonics for thir appeti'e for play; 
then give them plenty of pleasant work,—diffsrent from 
their regular duties. Teach even the boys to sew, and 
give them pretty cardboard and worsteds to make Onrist- 
mas gifis with. Buy a small “ bracket-saw,” and with a 
little practi¢e the older ones can make winders, brackets, 
puzzle pictures, and a variety of things. Then let there 
be a settled hour in the day when you belong to them, 
when you do what they want, be it singing, or story-tell- 
ing, or a game of romps, or acting a charade, or making 
a kite, I think the best time is from five to six in the 
afternoon, because every mother fiads that that is the 
weary time with children, and to keep them from a habit 
of weariness, is a great secret of a happy life with them. 
This requires some self-denial, but afier a while ycu will 
enjoy it thoroughly. Your calls on fashionable acquaint- 
ances will be neglected: bat, in ten years’ time, only 





your few dearest friends will care whether you have 
visited them often, while these children will then be 
grown to bright, sunsbiny men and women, with pleasant 
memories of home, and, above all, of mother; while, if 
you will not spare the time to play with or amuse them, 
they may turn out pretty well, I admit, but it will be 
through no special help from you, and any memories 
they will then have of pleasures will be with no thought 
of mother in them, Honestly, how many grown people 
would like to live their childish days over again, and 
how many remember their mother as the chief joy and 
comfort of those days? We all agree there is no one like 
a mother, and it is true; but many, many of God’s chil- 
dren are in the highest, truest sense motherless from 
their babyhood, oryrather, their early childhood. 

Another way we can gain hints for our guidance as 
mothers is from memory. Look back to your own child- 
ish days, and whatever you remember most pleasantly 
repeat in your children’s lives fourfold, and shun with 
equal care whatever hurt you then, I have a friend who 
sometimes takes me for a drive; and the best part to me 
is the greeting as we drive to her door,—how her chil- 
dren run to meet her; and never, though she often has 
some little remembrance or trifle for them, is the cry, 
“What have you brought?” It is delight enough that 
mamma has come. I once asked her about it. How is 
it your children delight so in your coming? “I can 
hardly explain,” she said ; “ but I know that I have never 
forgotten my mother’s return when she had been out 
shopping or driving. She was always tired to death, and 
an older sister would ‘shoo’ us away and lock the sitting- 
room doors, that we should not ‘bother mother,’ I re- 
member how angry and hurt I used to feel, and at last 
how little I cared to watch for her return when she was 
out, and I determined, from the day my first baby lay in 
my arms, that my children should always erjoy my en- 
trance into the house ; that, no matter how tired I might 
feel, I would first greet my children, and pet the little 
ones. That is the only explanation I can give of their 
delight when I drive up.” It was enough; she has taken 
a hint from her memory. Have you none like it? 

There is one hint I have gained by my experience, 
which, if you are a very “capable” woman, you may not 
think of. Iwas the youngest at home, and fond of 
books, music, and such things, rather than housework 
and sewing. We had a dear elder sister that had a fac- 
ulty for cutting andfitting, preparing work, etc ; so this 
faculty was well exercised. I was thought to be perfsctly 
trained for my work in life, when I could sew what was 
“fixed” for me, and do anything about the house I was 
directed to do; but mothers must remember that the 
two or three girls that work so pleasantly together, are 
not always to have each other’s help. Each one should 
be trained to stand alone; the one that has no decided 
taste for cutting and fisting, should bs the most en- 
coursged to “try, try sgain.” Remember the hands that 
do the work the most easily in youth, are not always the 
best hands to do it. Lot the children take turn and turn 
about with every household duty, and then you will not 
see your younger daughter, when a grown married 
woman, standing hopelessly before a piece of goods, 
saying, “ You see, I always did the finishing, and Mary 
cut every thing out.” 

We shculd discriminate with children between tastes 
which must be cultivated, and those which, if not very 
decided, had better be let alone. Who ever insists on a 
boy’s learning music unless he has such a talent for it 
that he craves the lessons? So it ought to be with girls ; 
bat, on the other hand, every boy is taught from his 
early boyhood the studies and duties which will fi: him 
for business or the profession he has chosen. Now, on this 
side of the Atlantic, we may safely say all girls need to 
bs fitted to be housekeepers, whe ber they have a decided 
taste for it or not. They should be thoroughly trained 
to rule a household as well as in the actual doing of the 
work, Lat the accomplishments g», unless they push 
their wey into a girl’s education by the real talent she 
has; bu', if your means are such that you can afford to 
perfect your daughter in one, choose carefully, do not 
always hit upon music, Perhaps she can draw ; or, better 
yet, perhaps she has a real talent for elocution. This 
last is one of the lesst thought of, but is really the ac- 
complishment that is the most useful in the home circle. 
Mother Goose read by a gocd elocutionist is to the young- 
sters a different affair from Mother Gocse sing songed 
by Bridget, or, permit me to say, by many a mother 
herself. So if your girl has a talent for reading aloud, 
and delights in the “poetry afternoon” at school, 
let her have good instruction, and at less cost than to 
teach her to murder the music you can hear so well ren- 
dered at our many cheap concerts, ycu will prepare her 
to give pleasure to your home-circle soon. 














September 2, 1876.] 
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A TEACHERS DREAM. 
BY THE REV. J. A. DAVIS, 


\ EEK by week I taught my pupils, 
Tavght them of the way of truth; 
And they gave themselves to Jesus 
In the early day of youth. 
I, one Sabbath evening, dieaming, 
Thought my class and I were gone ; 
And I heard them far above me 
Singing in that dear old tune,— 
“Rock of ages, cleft for me, 
Let me hide myself in thee! 
Let the water and the blood, 
From thy riven side,which flowed, 
Be of sin the double cure, 
Save from wrath, and make me pure.” 
Though my soul had not found refuge, 
As had found my little flock, 
Yet with heart and prayer I sang it, 
Seeking shelier in the Rock. 
Then [ thought I saw them going, 
Rising higher in their flight, 
And I heard them singing sweeter 
Of that land forever bright,— 
“ There’s a land that is fairer than day, 
And by faith we can gee it afar, 
For the Father waits over the way, 
To prepare us a dwelling-place there.” 
And my heart was filled with sadness, 
For that land was not my home. 
They had given themselves to Jesus, 
I had yet refused to come. 
Now before them cou'd my vision 
See that land of light above 
Shining in its radiant glory ; 
And I heard their song of love,— 

“ Beautiful Zion, built above ; 
Beautiful city that I love; 
Beautiful gates of pearly white ; 
Beautiful temple, God its light. 
He who was slain on Calvary 
Opens those pearly gates to me.” 

Then their feet pressed in the gateway, 
And the lambs were safe in fold; 
But their earth!y shepherd dared not 
Press her feet on streets of gold. 
Then, with heart so hopeless, stood I, 
Wordering if for me they’d wait ; 
But I heard their song of triumph 
As I stood without the gate,— 
“ All hail the power of Je-us’ name! 
Let angels prostrate fall; 
Bring forth the royal diadem, 
And crown him Lord of all.” 
They were safe, and I was singing 
With them, though without the gate. 
Then I heard their voices pleading, 
“ Master, she witheut doth wait.” 
And a voice of wondrous sweetness 
Said, “I heard you, little flock, 
While on earth. She’ll soon be with you: 
Now ehe trusteth in the Rock.” 
Then there rang throughout the city— 
Such a song I never heard— 
Angels echoing back the chorus, 
“One more saved through Christ the Lord!” 
In the thrill of joys past telling, 
My glad voice the silence broke, 
For the pearly gates stood open : 
When, alas, the dream, I woke! 





THE HOARDING OF WEALTH. 
BY H. H, BROWNE. 


HE saying of a fine old Enoglish writer, that “he 

hath riches sufficient, who hath enough to be char- 
itable,” is not heeded, and there are many thousands or 
people who are greater slaves than the colored bondmen, 
the pearl-divers of Ceylon, or the diamond-diggers or 
Brazil, who are compelled by hard masters to labor, and 
sweat, and dig in the dirt, searching for riches that they 
are destined mover to enjoy. Pearls may be brought up 
from the depths at every dive, and diamonds may be 
thrown to the surface at every blow of the pickaxe or 
thrust of the spade, but their splendor will never dazzle 
the gaze of the unhappy slave. Kuowing nothing ot 
the more enlightened art of the lapidary, he must 
remain as uncorscious of the dazzling brilliancy and 
beauty of the jewels he discovers as if they were but so 
many valueless sands of the shore. So the slaves to 
whom we refer, the “ money-getters,” toil and toil, year 
in and year out, to heap up wealth, without having ever 
learned the art of giving it, by careful and proper con- 








sideration, that usefulness and good effect which should 
alone make it valued. There is, indeed, this noticeable 
diffarence between the diamond slave and the money- 
grubbing slave, that the one is kept in submission by 
the lash in the hand of a master, while the other takes 
the whip in his own hand, and applies it so unmercifally 
to his own back that he is driven into aservitude tenfold 
more destructive to both body and mind. The shackles 
of iron that bind the one are not more wearing to the 
physical frame, and not nearly so dszzling and blinding 
to the mental and moral vision, as are the golden fetters 
of the others. To get wealth, at least a comfortable 
competence of this world’s goods, is undoubtedly legiti- 
mate and wise; but to toil and slave to the destruction 
of the body and the enthrallment of the soul, just to 
hoard gold for gold’s sake, is quite another thing. 

History tells us that at one time, during the whimsical 
and madly extravagant reign of the fifteenth Louis of 
France, when king, ministers, courtiers, and priests alike 
played the madcap and the clown, there was a famous 
revel gotten up for the entertainment, or rather the 
befoolment, of the populace, in the shape of a gaudy 
procession that paraded the giddy streets of Paris 
Whatever the most ingenious fancy could contrive, or 
the most lavish expenditure supply, was prodigally 
furnished to enhance the attractiveness and wonders of 
the show. Of the many and ingenious devices to give 
sparkle and brilliancy to the occasion, one was a child 
robed in glittering garments of gilt, whose part was that 
of the innocent cherub in the varied and magnificent 
procession. The little one’s brilliant covering of gold 
glittering in the glare of the sunl'ght, dazzled the eyes 
of a people only too willing to be pleased with any 
novelty, and the device was deemed a great success. 
But that which was so amusing to the thoughtless spec- 
tators, was fatal to the little comedian himself. The 
golden robes in which the child at first capered and 
frolicked to the delight of the pleased lookers-on, over- 
wearied, suff»cated, and killed him. The little one 
tumbled fainting from his tinsel throne, and was carried 
away by kindly arms a corpse,—suffocated in gold. Not 
unlike this child’s fate is that of the miserly money- 
getter, who, in his all-absorbing greed for gain, loses 
sight of his better nature, covering his heart so deeply 
with gold that all his best and highest impulses, his 
natural affections, and his moral sight, are stifled and 
destroyed. 2 

A famous wit hearing it said that a certain person had 


died worth a million, quietly remarked, ‘What a pretty 


sum to begin the next world with!” To the thoughtful 
observer it would seem as if many of the rich men and 
millionaires of to-day were toiling on with unabated 
vigor and avidity for no other purpose than to hoard up 
as much as possible with which to begin the next life. 
They seem scarcely to remember, in their eager pursuit 
of gold, that Charon, the grim boatman of the silent 
river, conveys none of the things of earth to the mystery- 
wrapped shores beyond; that— 
If thou art rich, thou art poor; 

For like an ass, whose back with ingots bows, 

Thou bear’st thy heavy riches but a journey, 

And Death unloads thee. 


In their eager rivalry to accumulate the greatest possible 
pile, they do not appreciate the fact that it is to be 
valued only so far as it can be made subservient to the 
comfort and happiness of this world; and, consequently, 
they fail to use their wealth for the best and only worthy 
purpose,—to make others and themselves happier and 
better. 

It is but a short time since there died a certain man 
who was the possessor of many millions. He had 
attained to a ripe old age, and his whole life had been 
one long success in the getting of gold,—the sole purpose, 
apparently, of his existence. For the common claims 
of humanity he cared nothing. He had never appeared 
to look upon his fellow-men as upon brothers entitled to 
his assistance, or even sympathy, but simply as prey 
upon whom he might act the part of the vulture. Each 
year he had sunk lower and lower, as his lust for gold 
overpowered and destroyed his affections, and blinded 
his moral perceptions, until he became lost among the 
intricacies and entanglements of the bills and bonds 
and mortgages that represented the desert waste of a life 
in which not a single flower of affection had been left to 
bloom and exhale its fragrance. He had spared no time 
to enjoy his wealth, nor had he learned to use it during 
his own life either for his own or others’ happiness, and 
at death he left it, a bone of contention, a curse instead 
of a blessing, to a set of spendthrift heirs; confirming 
the truthfulness of an old writer’s remark that “it is far 
more easy to acquire a fortune like a koave, than to ex- 
pend it like a gentleman.” It were well indeed if this 


case stood alone, but it does not. There are, all over 
the land, and especially in the great cities, vast heaps 
of wealth, for the accumulation of which the money- 
gleaners have worn out their lives, pawned their very 
souls, and which, when that hour spproaches that must 
surely come to the rich as well as to the poor, they find 
that they can neither take with them to the other world, 
nor dispose of satisfactorily in this. As it was with 
Hassan, the poor cobbler of Bagdad, who had the luck 
to draw a great beast of an elephant as his prize in a 
lottery, and was thereby ruined, being neither able to 
keep nor disposs of it; so it is with the money-getters 
who have drawn such elephantine prizes in the lottery 
of life, they find it a plague to themselves while they 
live, and, as it is generally disposed of, it becomes a 
nuisance to other folks when they die. 

The accumulation of wealth is, of course, an expected 
result of the commercial and mechanical enterprise of 
modern times, and no one will be disposed to cry Long life 
to Lazarus and death to Dives! nor would one be foolish 
enough, were it his to select, to prefer the poverty of 
Ponson to the opulence of C.csus, All that is here 
claimed is, that it would be well fur Fortune’s favorites— 
if her favorites they can be called—to think well upon 
the subject, and, if they cannot be philanthropic and 
wise, be, at least, careful in the disposal of their wealth, 
—pondering well upon the methods by which it may 
not only be made a sourcs of comfort and enjoyment to 
themselves and others during their life, but a blessing to 
the world when they are done with it. 

That which costs the possessor nothing is not usually 
very highly appreciated. When rich men learn better 
how to use money themselver, and their sons have been 
taught to understand better its value by practical lessons 
in the art of earning it, in the workshop, the counting- 
room, and all the routine of business life, there will not 
be so many of that class of idie men, sometimes called 
“‘dardies or coxcombs,” who have been exempted from 
the necessity of any useful employment because they are 
the inheritors of lavish riches from money-grubbing 
fathers. 





“JESUS MET THEM.” 
BY THE REV. W. T. WYLIE, 


HERE its a proverb which says, “A friend in need 

is a friend indeed.” The existence of this adage 
points to the falseness of many professions which are 
made in the day of prcsperity, but which are forgotten 
in the day of adversity. The most precious of earthly 
tressures is a true friend, especially if he be also a tried 
friend. Such a friend Christ is to all who accept him. 

When human wisdom fails to solve our doubts and 
di:p°l our darkness, we have only to look to him and 
our faces are enlightened. In the great truths which 
relate to God and to our own being, the soul is often per- 
plexed. One very lovely Christian used to say, that her 
idea of heaven was chiefly that all doubt in regard to 
truth would be banished. How many souls cry out in 
perplexity, “Oh, that I knew just what is the truth, or 
just what is duty!” Then Christ is at hand, as the light, 
ready to reveal the doctrine, and make plain the duty. 
When one feels the lack of wisdom, and asks God, who 
giveth liberally, he will surely get what he seeks. As 
“Jesus met them,” so will he meet us. 

When we sre weary and worn, faint of heart and sore 
of foot, ready to fall by the way, then he meets us, and 
talks with us, as he did with the disciples when he caused 
their hearts to burn within them. He knew what it was 
to be weary, and hungry, and bowed down by toil. When 
his friends are brought to such straits he knows how to 
help them. We are commanded to consider Ohrist, lest 
we be weary and faint in our minds; and when we do 
lock to him, new life flows into our souls. We cannot 
sink when the everlasting arms are underneath to uphold 
and around to steady us with their strong embrace. It 
is indeed a blessed thing to bear any yoke which brings | 
us into fellowship with Christ. We forget the burden 
when we look to and lean upon him who takes not only 
it but us on bis arm. 

’ When we are urjustly censured and condemned as 
evil-doers, then he meets us. None ever suffer so un- 
deservedly as did he. In this experience, to which the 
godly are often called,-there is a peculiar fellowship 
with Christ. The brow of night is crowned with the 
evening stars, and as Darkneesgweeps in with her train 
of glittering worlds, we are constrained to cry out, “ Blessed 
are the revelations of the night!” When Christ reveals 
himself to the soul in its darkness and reproach, he be- 
comes the Evening Star, and he unfolds glories which 
could never be realized but for their shadows. If Ohrist 
meets us, it matters little who may forsake or who may 
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INTERNATIONAL SERIES. 
LESSON CALENDAR 
[Third Quarter, 1876.| 


10, Sept. 3.—Intemperance 
11, Bept. 10.—The Excellent WOmMan....sssscersrees eevee Prov. 31-- 10-81 
ER. Bewt. 17 —A GOO 10. csc0sec.000s001 000000600080 005 eves 000 000 800 000 Eccl. 12 : 1-14 
13. Bept 24.—Review ; or, a Lesson selected by the school. 





[ Fourth Quarter, 1876.] 


1, Oct. 1—Stephen’s Defense.........:ccereressessesseeereneeees Acts 7: 1-19 
2. Oct 8,—BStephen’s Defense.......crrverecsserserceseseseese Acts 7 : 35-50 
8. Oct. 15 —Stephen’s Martyrdom........ ceccceccceeeseeeeeeereee Acts 7 : 51-60 
4. Oct. 22,—Bimon, The SOPCOTET.....+-ceeceeeesseeeresseeeeeceeeees Acts 8 : 9-25 
5. Oct. 29—Philip and The Ethiopian. ...........seeee Acts 8 : 26-40 
6. Nov. 5.—Saul’s Comverslon,........cccseeceeserseessseeesesssenees Acts 9: 1-18 
7. Nov. 12.—Saul’s Barly Mimistry............cccccccccserescssoees Acts 9 : 19-30 
8. Nov. 19.—Dorcas Restored to Life.......-cccscssceseeeeceeesees Acts 9 : 31-48 
Be RSG. Bm PORTS WA acccccscccccccccvcccccccesscccccccccccscceces Acta 10 : 1-20 
10, Dec. 3.—The Gentiles Recelved..........ccececcceesersenees Acts 10 : 34-48 
11. Dee, 10.—Spread of the Gospel...... ertddesvocoveseuevenepesees Acts 11 ; 19-30 
12. Dec 17.—Peter’s Release........-...0ccecceceeseeceeseerseeenseesers Acts 12: 1-17 


13, Dec. 24.—Review ; or, a Lesson selected by the school. 
14. Dec 81.—Annual Review or Selection. 


LESSON 12, SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 17, 1876 
Title: A GODLY LIFE. 


GOLDEN TEXT: GopLingss IS PROFITABLE UNTO 
ALL THINGS —1 7im, 4:8 


HOME READINGS, 


Monday, Seplenber 11: Eccl 12: 1-14. 
Tueaday, feptember 12: 1 Jobn 2: 14-29. Words to the young. 
Wednesday, September 13: 1 8am. 3. 1-21. A young prophet. 
Thursday, Septemb r 14: 2 Chron, 84:1-7. A young king 

Friday, Septimber 15: 1 Tim. 4: 6-16. Charge to a young minister. 

Saturday, September 16: Matt. 6: 24-84. God frst. 

Sunday. September 17: Matt 13: 24-30, 36-48. The Judgment. 

LE-SON TEXT. 
|Eecl. 12: 1-14) 

1. Remember now thy Creator in the days of thy youth, while the 
evil days come not, nor the years draw nigh, when thou shalt say, I 
have n> pleasure in them ; 

2. While tie sun or the light, or the moon, or the sters be not 
darkened, nor the clouds returao after the rain: 

3. In the day when the keepers of the house shall tremble, and 
the strong men sball bow themselves, and the grinders cease be- 
cause they are few, and those that look out of the windows be 
darkene }. 

4. And the doors shall be shut in tbe streets, when the sound of 
the grinding is low, a: d he shal! rise up at the voice of the bird, and 
all the daughters of music shall be brought low; 

5. Also when they sha)l be afraid of that which is high, and fears 
shail be in the way, »nd the almond-tree shall flourish, and the grass- 
hopper sha!! be a burden, and desire shail fail: because man goeth 
to his long home, and the mourners go about the streets: 

6, Or ever the silver cord be lodged, or the golden bow! be broken. 
or the pitcher be broken at the fountain, or the wheel broken at the 
cistern. 

7. Then shall the dust return to the earth as it was: and the spirit 
shall returu unto God who gave it 

8 Vanity of vanities, saith the Preacher; all is vanity. 

9. And moreover, because the Preacher was wise, he still taught 
the people know'edge; yea, he gave geod heed, and sought out, and 
set in ordvr many proverbs 

10. The Pieacher sought to find out acceptable words: and that 
which was written was uprixht, even words of tru‘h, 

1t. The words of the wise are as goads, avd as nails fastened b, the 
masters of assemblies, which are given from one shepherd. 

12, And further, by these, my son, be admonished: of making 
many books thcre is no end; and much study és a weariness of the 
flesh. 

13. Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: Fear God, and 
keep his commandments: for this /s the whole du/‘y of man. 

14, For God shall bring every work into judgment, with every 
secret thing, whether if be good, or whether it be evil. 


Man’s danger and duty. 


EXPOSITION. 
BY WILLIAM ORMISTON, D.D. 

HE book of which our lesson is the closing chapter, 
is a royal production of a unique and peculiar de- 
scription, consis'ing of a sortof dramatic autobiography 
in which the writer successively represents the student 
of scence, the devotee of pleasure, the fatalist, the ma- 
terialist, the sceptic, the philosopher, and the penitent. 
The writer was the wisest of men, endowed with special 
powers of acquisition and enjoyment, and he had had a 
varied a:d exhaustive experience. He was eminently 
fitted by gifts, attainments, and dearly bought experi- 
ence to be a teacher of practical wisdom ; and he wrote 
this b> k to teach the people wisdom, and closes the dis- 
cussion with a powerful appeal tothe young, urging them 
early to seek and serve th@ Lord, for to fear God and 

keep his commandments is the whole duty of man, 

The chapter consists of three sections. The first sec- 
tion, in which the imagery and diction are highly poeti- 
cal, gives a gloomy picture of a graceless, godless old 
age, a8 an urgent incentive to early, sincere piety ; the 
second has a special reference to the character of the 








author and the object of his work; while the third gives 
a summary of the entire discussion. 

In the passage we have three things presented, cor- 
responding with the three sections referred to: (1) Early 
piety demanded; (2) Divine wisdom commended; (3) 
Final judgment assured, 

1. EARLY PIETY DEMANDED (1-8). 

We have a practical exhortation, powerfully enforced, 
atda plain duty pointed out, with most persuasive in- 
ducements to its performance. 

1, The duty. ‘‘ Remember thy Oreator.” That is, lead 
a religious life, be spiritually minded, and live with a 
view to the future. To remember God as our Oreator 
whom we are bound to serve, is to think of him— 

(a) Constantly, to have a sense of his presence, and to 
live under the conviction that he sees us, cares for us, 
and is our keeper (Psa. 121). Every object in nature, 
every event in providence, every blessing in life, every 
sfiliction in our experience, should give us a feeling of 
God’s nearness, 

(6) Correctly, that is, as he has made himself known 
in his Word, especially as he is seen and known in the 
Lord Jesus Christ as our father reconciled to us and no 
longer imputing our trespasses unto us; to think of him 
not only as our almighty creator, our long-suffering pre- 
server, and our all-wise ruler, but as our redeemer, the 
Lord God merciful and gracious, forgiving iniquity, 
trausgressions, and sin. 

(ce) Cordially, with a loving and grateful heart; not 
regarding him with trembling dread, but with reverential 
awe, sdoring wonder, and supreme love, drawing near in 
childlike confidence, and holding communion with him 
by prayer and thanksgiving. Think of him with the 
view to increase your sense of responsibility and your 
obligation to love and serve him, to encourage and 
strengthen you in the discharge of duty, and to restrain 
and deter you from doing wrong. Remember him spe- 
cially in times of trial an temptation, that you may not 
fall, Joseph said, when he was enticed to sin, “ How 
then can I do this great wickedness, and sin against 
God?” Jesus, when tempted in the wilderness, answered, 
“Thou shalt not tempt the Lord thy God.” 

(d) In youth, This is the special point in the admoni- 
tion, Youth is the most favorable time to seek the Lord, 
Many reasons may be assigned for this, as that the heart 
is mors susceptible of religious impressions; that the 
mind is less preoccupied with worldly sffsirs ; that early 
plety is peculiarly acceptable to God, and is highly com- 
mend«d by him; and that Jesus loves the young, and all 
the good and holy imitate his example. Then there is 
the privilege and honor of a longer service, and a richer 
snd more mature experience. Moreover, increased guilt 
is incurred every day we defer our acceptance of God as 
our master, But the special reason given in the lesson 
is, that life is fleeting fast, and old age draws on, when 
everything will be less favorable than in youth. 

2 The argument used to induce the performance of the 
duty The passage gives a poetical and pictorial delinea- 
tion of the infirmities, helplessness, and decrepitude of 
old age. There is exquisite pathos in the allusion to 
the “evil days,” and years without pleasure, which are to 
eome,—for come they do to all who live long and do not 
have the cheery consolations of religion, nor can say, 
with the Psalmist, “My heart and my fiesh faileth, but 
God is the strength of my heart and my portion forever” 
(Paa. 78: 23-26). In youth the days are joyous and 
bright, and griefs are transient, like showers which 
quickiy pass away and are followed by the “shining after 
the rain.” Batinold age sorrows are heavier, and 
rapidly succeed each other, so that it is like a day when, 
after the rain, the clouds return and portend another 
storm, The doctrine of strength and joy in old age is 
depicted by langusge which cannot be misunderstood. 
The body is represented as a well-furnished mansion 
falling gradually into dilapidation and crumbling into 
ruins, Advancing years bring dimneas of vision, dallness 
of hearing, loss of teeth, shaking hands and palsied limbs, 
with conscious weakness and inability to stand upon 
high places, The glossy locks are bleached and the 
slightest task is burdensome; all sense of erjoyment in 
life fades out, and fearfulness fills the mind, The vital 
organs become diseased, and fail to perform their func- 
tions, and the heart at last ceases to beat. The end has 
come, the mourners raise the wail of sorrow, the dust is 
returned to the earth, and the spirit goes to God who 
gave it. 

How sad the end of even the most prosperous man of 
the world who dies without the hope of eternal life! 
How foolish and how dangerous to postpone to advanced 
years the consideration of your salvation, your daty to 
God, ard your eternal destiny! Then sins will be accu- 


mulated and aggravated, evil habits will be strengthened 





and confirmed, sensibility to religious emotion will be 
diminished, conscience seared, and the Spirit” grieved. 
Very few who have neglected salvation and resisted the 
spirit in youth fiad the way into the kingdom in ad- 
vanced life, 

(a) Give your heart to God now. Accept the offer of 
salvation through Jesus Christ. You are convinced that 
you should now remember your Oreator. Betrue to your 
convictions. 

(5) Beware of procrastination. A more convenient 
season than the present will never come. The evil day 
will come, when you will have no pleasure and no hope. 

(c) Decidenow. Now is the accepted time. This is a 
day of salvation. Your safety and highest glory depend 
on your immediate submission to God, your creator and 
your redeemer, 


il. DIVINE WISDOM COMMENDED (9-12). 

In view of the decay and dissolation of life, as por- 
trayed, without a hope in God, the Preacher may well 
utter the despor dent cry, ‘‘A!l is vanity.” But there isa 
better way, for long life may prove a blessing, hoary hairs 
an honor, and death a triumph. Divine wisdom has 
revealed the way of peace and the path oflife. Obedience 
to God in receiving his son as our Saviour, and following 
him as our example, will lead to glory, honor, and im- 
mortality. The Preacher was wise, because inspired by 
God ; and he has set forth, in various persuasive and 
convincing forms, the way of truth and righteousness, 
showing how men may fear God, keep his command- 
ments, and be accepted of him. The words of the wise 
awaken and conviace the minds of those who hear, ard 
are therefore compared to gonads, and nails which are 
fastened. A'l masters, or inspired men, teach the same 
trath, because they are all taught by one great teacher or 
shepherd. To such doctrine, and in preference to the 
numerous varied and contradictory teachings of human 
philosophy and science, which bewilder, or weary, or at 
best amuse, the mind, the Preacher earnestly and affec- 
tionately urges each youth to give diligent heed. 

(a) Study the sacred Scriptures, They testify of Christ, 
reveal the way of life, and are able to make wise unto 
salvation. The gospel alone brings life and immortality 
to light. 

(b) Accept salvation as it is freely offered in the gospel. 
Seek it nowhere else. The world by wisdom knows not 
God. There is no other name given, but the name of 
Jesus Christ, whereby men can be saved. 


ill, FINAL JUDGMENT ASSURED (13-14). 


The one grand inference from the teachings of the 
whole book is, that “the chiefend of man is to glorify 
God” by loving reverence and cheerfal obedience. How 
can we perform this duty? for we are children of dis- 
obedience and prone tosin. The only answer is, We are 
reconciled to God by the death of his son, and we love 
him who first loved us. We are saved by Christ Jesus 
and renewed by the Holy Spirit (Rom, 8: 1-4), 

The doctrines of a future life and a coming judgment 
are here distinctly taught; aud this solemn truth is 
assigned as another strong motive to obey the general 
injunction. All our works and ways, even the most 
secret, our forgetfulness of God, and our neglect of the 
gospel, will be judged; we must all appear before the 
judgment-seat of Carist, to give an eccount of the deeds 
done in the body, whether they have been good, or 
whether they have been evil (Acts17: 31; Rom. 2:16; 
Rev. 22:12). But who shall lay anything to the charge 
of God’s elect? (Rom. 8: 32-34), Read the account of 
the judgment given by our Lord (Matt. 25: 31-46), 





HINTS FOR THE PRIMARY TEACHER. 


BY FAITH LATIMER, 


RITE on the blackboard the word Remember. 
Solomon knew it was easy to forget. Who helped 
him to know all about the mind? Which one of the 
commandments begins with that same word? Over and 
over again in the Bible we are told to remember, What 
isit to remember? Whom does 8.lomon say we are to 
remember? Write Zhy Creator. Be certain that every 
child knows the meaning of creator, that is, one who 
makes. Who made the sun, stars, earth? Let them 
mention objects in nature, thus calling out expressions 
of thought; then, from the trees made to blossom and 
bear fruit, the birds to sing, lead them to answer, Who 
made you? Let all place their hands over their mouths, 
breathing upon the open palms; then let them feel the 
beating heart, or tell of the pulse which is like a ticking 
clock in each little wrist. Who keeps that beating heart 
in constant motion, beating, beating, while you sleep? 
Who watches every gentle breath? Dves he ever forget 
you? Doyou forget him? 
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The most appropriate illustration of this lesson i a 
song eatitled, ‘ Our Wonderful House,” by the Rev. W. 
F., Crafts, in that useful book for primary teachers, Songs 
for Little Folks. Use the book, if possible, and teach the 
children to repeat or sing the song. The children will 
be deeply interested if you will describe to them the 
mets pbors, one by one, as they are usually understood in 
the figurative description of the human body. In teach- 
ing of the deepers of the house, let them raise their hands, 
count their fingers, which are ten little servants to do 
their bidding. How these little hands will work by and 
by! How much mother’s busy hands do in the home 
every day ; how strong and willing are the father’s hands, 
and how they work for all those he takes care of! 

Let all rise, and stand a moment. How steady each 
can stand; how all can walk and runand jump! Tell 
how wondefful it is that the legs can bear the we'ght of 
the whole body; how these are made with strong joints 
and muscles; how the feet have many tiny bones, with 
each exac'ly fitted to the other. No wonder, then, that 
Solomon called the legs the strong men. Would they be 
strong if you did not eat something every day? Do you 
swallow your food whole? What are the rows of white, 
sharp bones in your m uth, which crush your food like 
wheels in a mill? No wonder Solomon called them 
grinders, Don’t yours get loose sometim>s, one by one? 
and does not mamma tie on a strong thread, or silk, by 
which you pull out the tooth? What does Solomon call 
the teeth? ° 

What do you see with? D'd you ever think that your 
eyes are like windows, and how wise and careful it was 
for God to make the eye,as he did? How quickly the 
eye can open andshut; how curious are the lid that covers 
it and the lashes that brush the dust away; and then it has 
a brow to protect it! How perfectly the eye obeys your 
thought, and looks far or near at whatever you choose. 
Solomon calls the eyes windows. Then the lips he calls 
doors. Don’t they open and shut, and sp3ak out your 
thoughts, and take in your food? Perhaps Solomon re- 
membered that his father called them so; for David left 
a little prayer that every child ought to know and say, 
“Keep the door of my lips.” When the C-eator has 
done all this for us, is it not strange you have to be 
taught to “ Remember thy Oreator”? You have left out 
one little word. Write, now. We ought always to love 
him for all his love andcare; but Solomon gives another 
reason why we should do it now in the days of youth. 
He says that evil days and sorrowful years will come. 
Did you ever see a very old man or woman? As they 
were in the days of Solomon, so they are now. He drew 
a picture of old age. What did he call the hands? The 
very old man walks with a cane, or staff, but the trembling 
hands cannot hold it steadily ; or he leans on a younger 
person, and how his hand shakes as he tries to hold to 
astronger arm! How bent he is! What a long white 
beard he has; and his head is bald, haviog only a few 
straggling locks of hair which are as whi'e as snow! 
How dim his eyes are! he cannot see to read even with 
the spectacles that are lost so often because he forgets 
where he had them the last time. What makes his 
mouth sunken in, and his nose and chin so sharp and so 
near to each other? The teeth that worked a lifetime 
are few, or all gone. Can the old man hear a whisper 
now, a8 you can? Oh, no! he is deaf, almost blind; 
sometimes he is lame and weak and trembling. He 
forgets what he is told, "4 cannot speak or think quickly, 
as he did so many, may, years ago. Will a person live 
much longer when he is so very, very feeble? What 
then? Solcmon gives a picture of death. Tell of the 
spinal column through which the nerves are gathered 
from the brain, and from which they branch off to every 
part of the body; of the heart, the fountain of life, ficm 
which the blocd flows out and returns. In death, the hear: 
is still; the blood no longer fl »ws through the veins ; the 
lungs are mtionless, and no longer take in air. What 
then? The grave; the body laid away in the du:t, and 
the spirit returns unto God who gave it, 

Did you ever see a funeral? Some time each one of us 
will be slowly carried away, and those who mourn walk 
the streets. Isthatall? Is that the end of life? No»! 
That is why Solomon tried to make the people wise D> 
you remember his first words that are given to us? Who 
spoke to Solomon in the night soon afier he had been 
anointed king? What did God offer him? What «id 
Solomon choose? Do you remember what he called 
himself? He said, “I am bata little child; I know not 
how to go out or to comein.” Did God teach him? If 
any lack wisdom, what are they told todo? How does 
God give? Did he give libsrally to Solomon? Ha lived 
many years, and he tried every joy earth can give. Let 
the children tell of his riches. Don’t you sometimes 
think that those who have all the money they can 





spend must be perfectly happy? Will money keep 
away sorrow? Willit buy health? Willit keep death 
away from the home? Solomon had enough money to 
have every thing that his heart desired which mone; 
could bring. He built palaces of cedar-wood and gold, 
planted gardens and orchards; every flower and 
fruit grew before his eyes; he had music from the bast 
singers and players whenever he chose ; he had fame ard 
honors paid to him more than any king who ever li ed 
Remember what were his last words, when he was an< 1d 
man. Surely, he knew what was best to do and the beat 
time to do it, After a long life of wise study and 
thought, this is what he cal!s the end of the whole matter. 
Write, Fear God, keep his commandments, Again, Solomon 
tellsus why. Whea life is ended, all is not over; there will 
be a day of review. In that day we shall be sure to 
remember ; every thing done ic this life will come befure 
us ; God will remember, and every good deed will be 
rewarded, every evil one punished, unless they have been 
forgiven and blotted out of his book cf remembrance for 
Jesus’ sake, 

Question upon the foreg»ing, and review from black- 
board. Then, if time remains, the impression may be 
deepened by illustrations of the passing away of all 
earthly things and the blessedness of those who do “fear 
Ged and keep his commandments.” There may be near 
the teacher’s house some old building or historical relic 
with which the children are familiar, or perhaps the 
memory of some prominent individual can be recalle!. 
If so, use the knowledge the children already have to 
lead them to new thought, Oa the shore of the beauti‘ul 
Hudson, where boats and cars are passing every hour, is 
a silent house. It was long ago the home of one who 
named it ‘Sunnyside.’ The green lawn slopes frm 
the little porch to a grassy bank, agaics' which the blue 
waters ripple and play ; the sun shines as brightly as ey -r 
on the old stone house, but the stucco-work on the wail- 
is crumbling away. It was the home of Washington 
Irving, who wrote many books that even children love to 
read, His name was known in many lands, but old «ge 
and death came to him. The beech-tree, under which he 
loved to sit and watch the white-winged sails go by, is 
green now, but he will never sit there again. Tue 
library where he read is silent and lonely ; old aad musty 
volumes are on the shelves, as when he read and wrote. 
For, as in Solomon’s time, “of making many books there 
isno end.” His library chair and desk are there, bat the 
brain that thought and the hand that wrote are in their 
long home; the ivy which his hand brought from bayond 
the sea, and planted, still clings to the outer wall, evan to 
the roof. A few miles away, in a placehecalled “Sleepy 
Hollow,” is his grave. Oa the gate, as you enter, are 
the words, “Dust to Dust.” There in rows of unadorned 
graves on plain marble stones are the names of many of 
the same family. 

Learning, money, fame, friends, cannot prevent old 
age or death. But if there were a splendid palace wait- 
ing for you to live in, would you care if your poor cottage 
were about to fall? Tell what Paul says, and explain 
2 Cor.5:1, Perhaps the children can recall examples, 
or promises, of safety or deliverance to those who fear 
God, Tell of the blessedness of those who keep his 
commandments, as in Rev 22: 14. 

The golden text is a diffi:ult one for little memories or 
minds. If you attempt to explain it, by all means use 
also the rest of the verse, telling of “the life that now is, 
and of that which is to come.” 





BIBLE LIGHTS ON THE LESSON. 


CCL. 12:1. Inthe days of thy youth . . . Samuel ministered be- 
fore the Lord, being a chiid,1 Sam 2: And the child 
Samuel grew on, and wasin favor both with the Lord, and also with 
men, 1 Sam. 2:26... And he [Jesse] seut, and brought him [David] 
in. Now he was ruddy, and withal of a beautiful countenance, and 
goodly to look to. And the Lord said, Arise, anoint him; for this is 
he,1Sam 16:12... I [Solomon] am but 4 little chiid: I know not 
how to go out or come in, 1 Kings3:7 .. . Josiah was eight years 
old when he began to reign . . and he did that which was right in 
the sight of the Lord, 2 Chron. 34:1,2 ... Come, ye children, 
hearken unto me; | will teach you the fear of the Lord, Psa, 34:11 
. . He shall be filled with the Holy Ghost, even from his mother’s 
womb, Luke 1:15... Bring them [the children) upin the nurture 
and admonition of the Lord, Eph. 6:4... From a child thgu hast 
known the holy scriptures, 2 Tim. 3:15. 

The evi days ... The days of our years are threescore years and 
ten; and if by reason of strength they be fourscore years, yet is 
their strength labor and sorrow; for it is soon cut off, and we fly 
away, Psa.90:10 . . . Gray hairs are here and th<re upon him, yet 
he knoweth not, Hosea 7:9 

V. 2. Suucarkened . .. Truly the light is sweet, and a pleasant 
thing it is for the eyes to beho'd the sun: but if a man live many 
years, and rejoice in them al; yet let him remember the days of 
darkness; for they sha!l b>) many, Eccl. 11:7,8 . . . Isaac was old, 
and his eyes were dim, so that he could not see, Gen. 27:1... , Now 
the eyes of Israel were dim for age, so that he could not see, Gen. 
48:10 . . . His eyes [Eli’s) began to wax dim, that he could not see, 
1Sam,3:2... Now Eli was ninety and eight years old; and his 
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eyes were dim, that he could not see, 1 Sam, 4;15, 





V. 3. The sircng men shall bow . . . And David waxed faint. Then 
the men of David sware unto him, saying, Thou shalt go no more 
out wi.h us to baitle, that thou quench not the light of Israel, 2 Sam, 
21:15,17 . . . My days are like a shadow that declineth; and I am 
withered like grass, Psa. 102:11 . . . Every man with his staff in 
his hand for very age, Zech, 8: 4. 

V. 4 Daughters of music brought low . . . I am this day fourscore 
years old: and can I discera between good and evil’? can thy 
servant taste what I eat or what I drink? can I hear any more the 
voice of singing men and singing women? 2 Sam, 19: 35, 

V. 5. The almond-tree shall fvurish . . . Then shall ye bring down 
my gray hairs with sorrow to the grave, Gen, 42:38 . . . Thou shalt 
rise up before the hoary head, Ley. 19:32 . . . With us are both the 
grayheaded and very aged men, much elder than thy father, Job 
15:10 . . . When I am old and grayhead:d, O God, forsake me not, 
Psa 71:18 . . . And even to your old age I am he: and even to 
hoar hairs will I carry you, Isa. 46: 4. 

Man goeth . . . The grave, whither thou goest, Eccl.9:30... 
The grave is mine house, Job 17:13 . . . For I know that theu wilt 
bring me to dea'h, and to the house appointed for all living, Job 
80:23 ... Man being in honor abideth not, Psa. 49:12... . It is ap- 
point.dunto men once to die, but after this the judgment, Heb. 9: 27, 

V. 7. The dust ... Allare of the dast, and all turn to dust again, 
Eccl. 8:20 . . . Dust thou art,and unto dust shalt thou return, Gen. 
3:19... And Abraham answered and said Behold row,I have 
taken upon me to speak unto the Lord, which am but dust and 
ashes, Gen, 18:27 . . . Them that dwell in houses of clay, whose 
foundation is in the dust, which are crushed before the moth, Job 
4:19... His breath goeth forth, he returneth to his earth, Psa 
146:4 ... Many of them that sleep in the dust of the earth shall 
awake, Dan. 12:2. 

V. 8. Vanity of vanities . . . I have seen all the works that are 
done under the suu; and, behold, all is yanity and vexation of 
spirit, Eccl. 1:14... All the days of his vain life which he 
spendeth as a shadow, Eccl.6:12 . .. Surely men of low degree 
are vanity, and men of high degree ara a lie: to be laid in the bal- 
ance, they are altogether lighter than vanity, Psa. 62: 9. 

V. 9. Many proverbs . . . He [Solomon] spake three thousand 
proverbs: and his songs were a thousand and five, 1 Kings 4:32... 
The proverbs of Solomon, the son of David, king of Israel, Prov. 
1:1... These are a’s9 proverbs of Solomon, which the men of 
Hezekiah king of Judah copied out, Proy, 25:1. 

V. 10. Acceptable words . . . This is’a faithful saying, and worthy 
of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save tin- 
ners; of whom I am chief, 1 Tim. 1:15. 

Words of truth . . . It seemed good to me also, having had per- 
fect understanding of all things from the very first, to write unto 
thee in order, most excellent Theophilus, Luke 1:3... Wespeak 
that we do know, and testify that we have seea, John 8:11. 

V. 11. Words as goads . . . Now when they heard this, they were 
pricked in their heart, Acts 2:37 . . . The word of God is quick 
and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even 
to the dividing asunder of soul and spir.t, and of the joints and 
marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart, 
Heb. 4:12. 

Our shepherd . . . Thence is the shepherd, the stone of Israel, 
Gen, 49:24 . . . The Lord is my shepherd, Psa.23:1 . . . Give ear, 
O shepherd of Israel, thou that leadest Joseph like a flock, Psa 80:1 

. . “He shall feed his flock like a shepherd, Isa 40:11 ...Iam 
the good shepherd, John 10:11 . . . Wh.n the chief Shepherd shall 
appear, ye shall receive a crown of glory that fadeth not away, 
1 Pet. 5:4. 

V. 13. Fear God . . . Now I know that thou fearest God, Gen. 22: 
12... What doth the Lord thy God require of thee, but to fear the 
Lord thy God, to walk in all his ways, and to love him, and to serve 
the Lord thy God with all thy heart and with all thy soul’? Deut, 10: 
12... Fear God, 1 Pet. 2:17. 

V. 14. -Into judgment . . . He cometh to judge the earth: he shall 
judge the world with righteousness, and the people with his truth, 
Psa. 96:13 . . . Before him shall be gathered ail nations, Matt. 25: 
32... In the day when God shali judge the secrets of men by 
Jesus Carist, Rom. 2:16 . . . We must ail appear before the judg- 
ment seat of Christ, 2Cor.5:10 . . . I saw the dead, small and 
great, stand before God, Rey. 20:12. 


ECLECTIC COMMENTARY. 


OCL 12:1. Remember thy Oreator.— Gratitude to God 
as creator (compare 11: 5) is here incu!cated, +s was 
psoviously (11: 9) fear of God as judge. Ia one word, 
godliness, acquired as a habit in youth, is recommended 
as the proper c »mpensation fcr that natural cessation of 
youthful happiness which makes the days of o]d »ge 
more or less evil, more evil in proportion as there is leas 
of godliness in the heart, and less evil where there is 
more godliness.— Bullock, 


Evil doys.—The days of evil here mentioned, are the 
days of declining life, the infirmities and sorrows of 
which are most vividly painted in the sequel. Accumu- 
lated infirmities, with a certain prospect of their increase, 
are svflicient to account for the exciamation of the suf- 
ferer: “I have no pleasure in them !"—Stuart. 


V. 2. Be not darkened.—They [the sun, moon, etc.,] 
look dim to old people, in consequence of the decay ot 
their sight.— Henry. 


Clouds return,—After rain sunshine (comfort) might 
be locked for, but only a brief glimpse of it is given, and 
the gloomy clouds (pains) return.— /ausset, 


V 3-6 The house-—The body in old age and death is 
here described under the figure of a decaying hou-e with 
its inmates and furniture... . Tie human body is repre- 
sented as a tent or house in Job 4:19; Isa. 38: 12; 2 
Cor. 5:1; 2 Pet. 1: 18,14... . Tnis verse [3| is best 
understood as referring to the change whicn old age 
brings to four parts of the body,—the arms, the legs, the 
teeth, and the eyes... . Here [in v. 4] the house is 
viewed from without. The way of entry and of exit is 
stopped; little or no sound issues forth to tell of life 
stirring within... . If a distiact counterpart in the 
body were required to the doors and the sound of the 
mill, these terms might be taken as figures for the lips 
and ears and the speech, but this is not mecessary... , 
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Here [in the words “ he shall rise,” etc,] the metaphor 
passes out of sight,— Bullock, 


V. 5. The almond tree—Thia early clothing of the 
tree with its white blossoms supplies Solomon with a 
beautiful metaphor « f old age, It is the time when “ the 
almond-tree shall flourish.” ... By a kind of micro- 
scopic critic sm, perhaps natural to lexicographers, this 
interpretation of the metaphor has been attempted to be 
set aside, because, it is said, the flower of the almond is 
not white, but pink. No duubt the individual fi »wer has 
Ey meer hue, but the general aspect of the tree in bloom 

y justifies the comparison between it and the hoary 
locks of the old man.— Carruthers, 


Graashopper.—A species of the locust tribe, winged 
and edibie (e3 Lev. 11: 22); which passage allows the 
Hebrews to eat four kinds of the locu t. Some species 
of them are generally eaten in the East, and brought 
into the markets for sale, even at the present time. The 
hard.shelled ones resemble a crab-fish in point of taste. 
Some of them are even regarded as a great delicacy. 
Hence the sentiment of the text: ‘ Even the most deli- 
cate viands—sm ong which is the eatable locust—become 
a burden to the aged man, whose appetite fails,”— 
Stuart, 


The dry, shrivelled old man, his backbone sticking 
out, his knees projecting forwards, his arms back ward, 
his head down, and the apopyses enlarged, is like that 
insect. Hence arose the fabie that Tithonus in very old 
age was changed into a grasshopper.— Parkhurst. 


The mourners go about.—A marked feature of Oriental 
mourning is its studied publicity, and, amid the various 
ways in which this was gained was the employment of 
hired mc urners, to Jament over the co’ ps and “ go about 
the streets” (Eccl. 12: 5; 2 Ohron. 35: 25).—Aglen. 


V. 6. Cord, bowl, pitcher, wheel.—The termination of 
life is signified generally by the bresking of a lamp, a 
pitcher, and a wheel : it seems unnecessary to assign to 
thoee images respectively different parts or fanc'ions of 
the body, all which end at death. The silver cord by 
which the law p hangs from the ceiling snaps, and the 
cup or reservoir of oi] is dashed in pieces by the fall, and 
the pitcher so long used to bring water from the spring 
is shattered; and the wheel by which a bucket is let 
down into the well is broken, Delilzch.. . prepounds 
& new interpretation of the symbolic meaning of these 
terms. According to him, the silver cord is the soul 
which holds the body in Jife; the bowl is the body, and 
the golden rii (compare Zech. 4: 12) within it is the 
spirit, — Bullock. 


Or the pitcher be broken.—Ever since it was broken at 
the Fali, the heart of man is a cracked pitcher, from 
which happiness runs out with amszing rapidity; and 
the finer the fluid—‘he more subtle the element of j »y— 
the faster does it trickle through; and often it is not till 
the last drop is oozing,—it is not till the latest film is 
regretfully vanishing, that the soul knows it ought to 
have been happy, and is sorry for not knowing it sooner. 


V. 7. The dust, the spirit. —The body, that clod of clay, 
returns to its own earin, it is made of the earth .... 
The soul, that beam of light, returns to that God, who, 
when he made man of the dust of the ground, breathed 
into him the breath of life, to make him a living soul 
(Gen. 2: 7).—Henry. 


V. 8. Vanity of vanities—Thusend the discussions of 
this book.—s¢uart, 


V. 9. The Preacher —The Hebrew title is Koheleth, 
which the speaker in it | Ecclesiastes] applies to himselt 
....+ It means an Assembler, or Oonvener of a mect- 
ing, and a P.eacher to such a meeting.—Fuusset, 


V. 11. Goad: —Becauss they rouse the hearer and im- 
pel him to right actions.— Rosenmu’ler. 


Nails.—Because they remain fixed in memory.— 
Bullock, 


They penetrate the heart, and remain fixed in the 
memory.—A glen. 

From one Shepherd —That is, G-d, who is the supreme 
| ay of wixdom (Prov. 2:6), and the chief shepherd 

er 23:14 Oompare the statement of another inspired 
teacher, 1 Oor, 2: 12 18 —Bullock, 

V. 12. My son, be admonished.—Seontiment: Reader, 
be diligent to learn, from the things that I have com- 
municated, all needful admonition. Many books are 
unnecessary for such a purpose, and the labor which they 
would cost is severa, and would now be little more than 
useleas,—S'uart, 

V. 13. The whole duty of man.—It is all his business, 
and ail his blessedness ; our whole duty is summed up 
in this, and our whole comfort is bound up in this, Itis 
the concern of every man, and cught to be his chief and 
continual care ; it is the common concern of all men, of 
their whole time.— Henry. 

V. 14. Judgment —The future judgment is the test of 
what is “vanity,”’ what solid, as regards the chief good, 
the grand subject of the book.— Fausset. 


ILLUSTRATIONS, 


OW OR NEVER.—A Christian business man was 
sinking under the power of an insidious disease. 

He did not realizs his darger, nor had his friends known 
how rapidly death was approaching him, A consultation 
of pbysicians resul‘ed in the announcement to his family 
that he could live only a few hours more at the longest. 
To one of his most intimate friends was assigned the 


duty of telling him how near was the end of earth. 
“ Baecher,” said his friend, approaching him as he lay 
upon his bed, “if you knew that you had not long to 
live, are there any business affairs you would wish at- 
tended to?” “Certainly there ara,” was the reply. 
“Well, I think you would be wise to attend to them at 
once.” ‘I suppcse it would be prudent to do #0,” ssid 
the sick man, “I:’s more than a question of prudence,” 


sick man was already so feeble and faint that not even 
this declaration startled him. “ Let me sleep awhile,’’ 
he murmured ; “I'll feel stronger afer a nap.” “No, 
no,” was the response, “ you’ll never feel stronger for 
this work than you do at this moment, An hour hence 
you’ll be weaker than now. Whatever you do for your 
family or for your business you must do at once.” Thus 
urged, the sick man aroused himself to the effort, and 
gave the directions which were needfal for the carrying 
on of his important business. Would that evary man 
could thus be aroused to do at once all that is needfal in 
preparation for both life and death! It is now or never 
to very many. 


EARLY Conversions.—‘ Why do you work so hard 
for those very little children?” said a friend to a zealous 
infant-class teacher. “Because God has set no limit 
before which they may not serve him,” was the reply. 


“T love Jesus, yes, I do,” was shouted in a song by a 
little one six years of age, in the hearing of her Ohris- 
tian mother. “Do you really love Jesus, my dear?” 
asked the mother. “ Why, mamma, I can’t tell the time 
when I didn’t love Jesus,” was the ‘hearty answer. 

“The sweetest fact I find in all my past life,” said a 
very aged Christian, ‘‘is the fact, that, from my earliest 
childhood, I have personally known the Lord Jesus 
Christ.” 


Evit Days.—It’s no use for me to go to church now; 
I cannot hear a word the preacher says.” This was the 
lament of an old man, out of Ohrist, and yet anxious 
to be led in the way of life. 


A comparatively young man was in the advanced 
stages of consumption, A friend of his earlier days 
| went to see him, and commend to him the Saviour, The 
conversation evidently agitated the sick man, who inter- 
rupted at last, saying: “ Don’t talk about these matters 
now. I’m too weak to hear them.” 


Wisk TrAcuincs,—A man who had accumulated a 
large and well-invested property, was asked for the secret 
of his success, He replied: “ When I started for myself, 
my father said to me, ‘My son, make ita rule of your 
business life always to spend less than you earn.’ To 
that teaching of his, I owe my success.” 


“Read your Bible every day. You will always find 
something init fit for daily use.” Thus a mother charged 
her son, who was departing ona journey. He obeyed 
her; and after many years had passed, he attributed to 
that irjanction of his mother his preservation from 
many temptations, and his help in many a right way. 


Every Work INTO JUDGMENT.—Just as surely as ice 
will melt in the summer’s sun, as chaff will fly before the 
whirlwind, as paper and wood will burn in the furnace 
fire, will every cover of good and evil be swep: away 
in that “‘day of God, wherein the heavens being on fire 
shall be dissolved, and the elements shall melt with 
fervent heat;’? when ‘‘the earth also and the works 
therein shall be burnt up” All! will be then brought 
to the test, Only that which can pass unscathed in that 
trial shall stand forever. 


Dr. Arnot tells of a machine in the Bank of England 
into which gold sovereigns are thrown in bulk, that it 
may be seen if they are of full weight. “As they pass 
through, the machinery, by unerrirg laws, throws all 
that are light to one side, and all that are of fall weight 
to another.’ In the day of final testing every work and 
every worker will be weighed and sts mped and assigned 
a place according to God’s unvarying standard. ‘Bs 
not deceived ; God is not mocked; for whatsoever a man 
soweth, that shall he also reap.” 
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urged his friend ; “ you must do it now or never.” The 





' ECCLESIASTES; OR, THE PREACHER. 
(The Rey. E. H. Plumptre, in The Bible Educator.] 


HE title of this book in the original, Kvheleth, is 

fairly rendered by the Greek, Ecclesiastes, and by the 
Eaglish equivalent, Preacher. I. is connected with the 
verb which signifias ‘to cell tegether,” with the noun 
which denotes an “arsembly” +o called. The Hebrew 
form of the word is that which belongs properly to ab- 
stract feminine nouns, and herce there seems reason to 
believe that, as with such English words as “mejesty,” 
“lordship,” “royalty,” the abstract word has been trana- 
ferred to the concrete, personal representative of the 
thought implied, or else that, 2s in Prov. 1: 8, wisdom 
is introduced as‘a person, spesking as a woman, uttering 
her voice in the streets, s0 here the primary thought is 
that the writer is identified with the wisdom with which 
he was so largely gifted, and assumes that as a kind of 
allegorical designation, as if to imply that it is Wisdom 
who speaks through him, ‘ 

The contents of the book would seem, at first, to leave 
no room for doubt as to its authorship, and therefore as 
to ita date. The Preacher describes himeelf as “the son 
of David, king over Israel in Jerusalem” (1:1,12). The 
autobicgraphy with which the book opens corresponds 
in its broad outlines and in many cf its details with the 
life of the historical Solomon. Jewish and Christian 
writers till the sixteenth century accepted it as the work 
of Solomon, with bardly an excep'ion. The critic’sm of 
the last three centuries, beginning with the great name 
of Grotius, has, however, raised serious doubts on this 
point. The style cf the bock is unlike that of the 
Proverbs, which we ascribe to Solomon. Its language is 
fuller of Aramaic or Chaldee words and forms than the 
Proverbs, or than any Psalm or other writing belongin 
to the period of the monarchy of Judah. The wo 
“angel,” or “ messenger,” as applied to the priest of God 
(chap. 5: 6), is not found elsewhere in that sense till we 
meet with it in Mal. 2:7. The divine man throughout 
the book is Zolim and not Jehovah; and though this 
has little bearing on the question of date, and might, 
from one point of view, be said to point to an eerly 
rather than a late period in the history of Israel, it is 
urged that this betrays a different band from that of the 
author of the Proverbs, in which both nam-s are used 
with nearly equal frequency. The social and political 
state described in the book belongs, it is said, to a time 
of decay and anarchy and oppression, rather than to 
the highly organized and prosperous reiga of Solomon. 
The tove of skepticism and despondency which pervades 
the book throughout, fisdirg the thought that strengthens 
it only at the very last, is said to be foreign to the earnest- 
ness and devotion of the tone of David and of Solomon. 
And so the iugenvity of critics hss assigned for its compo- 
sition the time of Z rubbabel, or Nehemiah, or Alexander 
the Great, or the Maccabees. One able writer, dwelling 
on what he considers the parallelism of parts of its teach- 
ing with thst of the Stoics and Epicureans, has argued 
that it must have been after those two sects had divided 
the philosophy of the world of Greek thought,—that is, 
- third, or even as late as the second, century before 

MONG, « 6 s - 

On the whole, then, while it must be admitted that 
the verdict of nearly all recent criticism is against the 
Solomonic authorship of the book, it must be said that 
no satisfactory theory has yet been substituted in its 
place, and that, after all, we must say of it, as of the 
book of Job,—in some respects at once the mest like it, 
and the most unlike, among the books of the Old Testa- 
ment,—as Origen said of the Epistle to the Hebrews, 
“Who wrote it, God only knows” ... The ever- 
recurring watchword of the bock, “ Vanity of vanities, 
all is vanity,” speaks of bitter disappointment, in tones 
of which we find echoes in the poetry that expresses 
most powerfully our modern experience,—in Shake- 
epeare’s Hamlet, in Byron’s Childe Harold, ia Tennyson’s 
Palsce of Art. The man has gone in qxest of the chief 
good, and has sought for it in many ways, and retired 
from the search at every stage b: filed and disappointed, 
The permanence of Nature does not oppress him with 
the sense of the short-lived littlene:s of man. Pieasure 
palled on the sense; magnificence and state brought no 
profit; wisdom, sought for its own sake, and not spring- 
ing from the fear of Lord, yielded no contentment. He 
hated the labor which he had taken under the sun, 
“Vanity of vanities, hollowness, and vexation, were 
written upon all things” (chaps 1,2). ... 

There came, however, at this stage, the dawning of 
better things. A ‘good name” was “better than precious 
ointment” (7:1). Oonmscience and self-respsct were 
quickened into a new, though as yet struggling, life by 
the seeker’s sympathy with suffering ; and with this there 
revived also the sense of the precicusness of wisdom, not 
now as merely speculative, but as ixcluding patience, 
calmness, the ¢q7al balance of temper at either extreme 
of fortane (7:9 14) The man learned to see that the fist 
condition of wisd«.m was to fear God (7:18); that its 
first fruits were the consciousness of the sin that cleaves 
to ali men, even to the jost (7:20); of the ignorance 
which hems in man’s search for knuwl+dge on every side ; 
of the uprightness of man’s natare as designed by God; 
of the “many inventions” by which man has swerved from 
that uprightness (7 : 23 29). 

So far there had been a clear and defisite progress; but 
the bo k, trae to buman experience, reproduces the 
oscillations and wanderings of thought of one who has 
not as yet set his feet upon the rock which remains ua- 
moved, though the waves foam and dash around it ; and 
eo we find a return of the old melancholy, “Vanity” is 
still written on all things. Micth within reasonable 
limits seems the highest good attainable, but those limits 
are fixed 7 deepening conviction that it never can 
be well with the wicked, “because he feareth not God,” 
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that it shall be well with thes> that dof arhim (8: 11 13) 
The consci unesrs cf Ged, so to speak, is growing 
stror gr; ® righteous scorn of evil is takirg the place of 
cynical ind ff rence. And with this there is a greater 
readivess to accept even the apparent disorder of the 
world ss havirg a divine orjer uncerlying it, The “ poor 
wise man who delivered the city” may be slighted and 
forgotten ; kings may be negligent or corrupt, “servants 
may be set upon hcerses ;” but the wise man will yield to 
the ruler, and will not curse the king. nor pour cut his 
passion in a multitude of words (9:15; 10: 4-7, 20) 

Ravolution brings no remedy, Gove nmevtof any kind 
is better thanabsolute anarchy. The wise man can, in 
the midst « f that imperfect order, fiid opportunities for 
doing good, and “cast his bread uron the waters,” and 
‘in the morning sow his seed” (11:1-6). Activity in 
good works is the natural and divinely appointed remedy 
for the gloom and melancholy of scepticism. Even this, 
in the absence of the life and immortality which was not 
then brought into light, wes not enough to remove the 
re: se of the nothingaess of human life. Death with all 
its physical phenomena, the failure of sight and hearirg, 
the silver cord loosed and the golden bowl broken, with 
all its attendant pageantry, the mourners going about the 
atreete, is still a dark and dreary thought ; but there is at 
least a gleam of hope in the belief, however faint and 
indistinct. that when “the dust shall return to the earth 
as it was,” the spirit shall return to God who gave it” 
(12: 1-7). The burden of the seeker's strain, the burden 
which weighs heavily on his soul, is not yet removed. 
“Vanity of vani(ics, saith the Preacher, all is vanity.” 
But much has been gained, though not all. The seeker 
has found, at least, a higher law of ifs than that with 
which he started ; a dee par conviction that the order of 
things, in which he recognizes God’s work, does indeed 
make for righteousness, and by that law he is content to 
live himeeif, and is eager to proclaim the “accepted 
words” to otherr. “Fear God, and keep his command- 
mente, for that is the whole duty of man,”—all, i ¢., that 
makes man truly man, “For God shall bring every 
work into jadgment, with every secret thing, whether it 
be good, or whether it be evil.” 

Fuch, I believe, is the plan and teaching of this strange 
enigmatic book, which, as we read it, we feel to be as 
true to the sad and dreamy scepticism of our own time 
as it was to that of the man who wrote it, more than two 
thousand years ago. The Two Voices of Tennyson present 
a parallel more or less close to its alternations of mood 
and thought; and I am constrained to confess that that 
poem and the Palace of Art, to which I have referred 
above, have helped me more to understand i's teaching 
than the exegesis cf many commentators. If at first it 
seems strange that a book so different, in its questioning 
and ha)f-desponding tone, from the writings of lawgiver, 
psalmist, prophet, evang-list, apostle, should have found 
a place in the canon of Scripture, we may yet recognizs 
in these who so placed it a wisdom higher than they 
themseives were conscious of. The mental and spiri ual 
disessa for which it provides a remedy is not peculiar to 
any one age or race, is not excluded by the prevalence 
of any relig'ous system. It recurs in the nineteenth 
century afier Christ in nearly the same form as it had 
| yeaa itself, it may be said, a thcusand yea's before. 

he man of pleasure, the man of money, the statesman, 
and the controversiaiist, each wearied with that to which 
he has g ven his Ji'e, fiads in it siill the echo of his cwn 
experience. Renan, judging of St. Paul by what he 
himself would have done, had he been in St. Paul’s 
p'ace, p'ctures to himselt the old age of the Apcstie, as 
tba; of one who found that he had been living fra 
dresm and deiusion, and who, after his youth and man- 
hocd had fed upon the words of the psalmist or prophet, 
afver he himself had written what was to occupy a like 
piace with them in the vencration of mankind, fll back 
after all upon Ecc’esi:ss—the words cf the Preacher— 
as the one b. ok that satisfied him, and helped him to 
meet the problems which vi-ion .ud revelation failed to 
soive, As aprlied to S', Paul; +rsonally, that pic'ure of 
the brilliant Frenchman is, of c curse, timp'y )udicrour ; 
bat it is not the less true that many who have b en stu- 
dexts of S:. Paui’s writings and admired his life, and 
traced the contruvcr es that have grown out of them, 
mery yet, in the presence «f doubts which they cannct 
put away. find refuge in its taching. It is one of the 
rigrs of ihe times, 10 part he! ping us to understand how 
M Renan cud have adopted # notion that seems so 
mens rous, tha’ Mr, M.tthew Arnold, who c'a'ms to be 
the true «xporitor of St. Paul’s mind and heart to the 
men (f this generation, should have reproduced sub- 
8 antiaily the teaching cf Ecv'esias'es, So far as he is 
an 1) ical teacher, be is tie Avheleth of the nineteenth 
century. We may bope, much a ve mey shri>k from 
the contrast which bis teacbirg presents to the mind of 
Caristernd m,—and, we must add, to the mind of Obrist,— 
that he, tov, may have borne, not alu gether ia vain, a 
witness forthe law cf righte: usacs:, and the * sweet re:- 
sonableness’”’ + f Jesus, and given men who were in the 
abyss of despsir aud doubt a stepping-stoxe cn which to 
rise out of it. 


THE PARABLES RXPLAINED. . 


[From a sermon by Cnar'es Wadsworth, D.D.] 


HE desiga of the inspired perman ia these verses, is 

to set turih the wisdom of early piety 

This he does by metaphuriai representations of the 
disadvantages under which relgious culture must be 
begun io we later periods of life. 

The first figure is taken from the meteorology of the 
seasons in tie land of Judea, There the weather in 
spring is ia geseral bright and fair,—seldom foul or 
ciouay. The day is genial with sunshine, the night 
lustrous with moon and stars. Bat the winter is a season 
of wild inclemency ; thick clouds obscure the heavens, 











the rain pours heavily upon the cheerle-s and seething 
land-cape, and though now and then there may he # 
momentary lull of the storm, a partial lifting «f the 
shad wa, a atruggli: g sunburst, a fi ‘ul flish of stars, yet 
the promise disappoints us: the clouds return sgain, the 
storm rages. And such are the contrasts between youth 
and old age: the one is the sprir g-‘ime, when the hus- 
bandman can work ; the other, the winter, when he must 
repose. And the man who hath not remembered bis 
Oreator in the deys of his youth finds that with the buoy 

ancy, the hepe, the anticipation of hia young tif», have 
passed bis advantages for religious culture, and that amid 
the gloom and despondency of age that culture is like 
winter husbandry, when the sun is darkened and the 
earth swept by storms, 

Tae other figure is military: the language is descrip- 
tive of a belesguered fortress, whose bravest defecdera 
have been slaia or are sadly we.kened by watching and 
hunger; whose keepers tre uble; whcse menials, grinding 
corn for food, cease in despair ; whose walls are in ruins ; 
whose doors and windows are kept darkly closed, and 
the voices of music hushed through fearful deapondency ; 
whose trembling watchmen are startled, as at a foeman’s 
tread, by the very voice of the wild bird that builds its 
nest in the crumblirg battlements, and which only 
awaits the final assault to be carried by storm and given 
up to destruction. 

The interpretation of the figure isapparent. Ia youth 
the heart was as a stronghold nobly garrisoned: many a 
gentle and graceful instinct ws there, as an angel guard 
agsinst evil, and the soul with comparative ease might 
haye been sentinelled for virtue. Bat, as the man grew 
in years, passions sirengthened within, and temptations 
preased sorely without. And when age comes, the im- 
mortal fortress is a scene of despondency and terror: its 
bulwarks have been beaten down; its resources are ex- 
havsted; its strong men bow thems:lvas; its hopes of 
ultimate deliverance have wellnigh perished, and the soul 
seems about to be given up to the power of the destroyer. 
Both figures teach the same trath: they set forth an 
earnest argument for religious culture; for the active toil 
of the spiritual husbandman when the sun shines in the 

nisl spring-time; for the earnest watch and ward of 
the spiritual soldier before the walls of the fortress are 
battered acd the garrison slain under the fierce arsault 
of the besieging fvemen. 





THE LOCUST. 
[From Van Lennep’s Bible Lands.] 


HE locust is an insect to which a painfal interest at- 
taches, on account of its having been one of the sever- 
est scourges with which Divine Providence has, from time 
to time immemorial, visited the human race in the coun- 
tries longest inhabited by man. This creature is spoken 
of in the Hebrew Scrip!ures under a variety of names, 
and in our version as the “locust,” the ‘‘ grasshopper,” 
the “beetle,” and the “green-worm” (margin, Amos 
7:1). But it is now sgreed by commentators that these 
diffsrent names designate either the same species, or 
very slight and unimportant varieties, or, again, different 
~— of development of the locust, 
hese inscc's are found at all times, and in every part 
of Western Asia, in Arabia, and in Northern Africa. 
The full-grown locusts are from two to three inches in 
lergth, and differ from the common grasshopper in their 
regularly elorgated bodies, their reddish col.r, and the 
length of their wings, which erable them to rise toa 
considerable height above the ground, and to pars over & 
distance of several miles by sailing before the wind... . 
Our attention has often been attracted by the sudden 
darkening of the run in a summer sky, accompanied by 
the peculiar noise which a swarm of locu:ts always makes 
moving thrcugh the sir, and, glancing upward, we have 
seen them passing like a cloud at a height of two or 
three hundred feet. -S me of th m are constantly drop 
pirg to the earth, and, after resti: g awhile, are driven by 
ac mmon impu se to rise again and proceed wih the 
wind, #0 that besides the pri cipai cl ud, single lecusts 
or a few tovether msy be seen in alm st every parti f 
the sty. During a great flight they sometimes drop 
thickly upon the ground that it is imp: asible to step 
without tresdirg upon scma of them, and the poor vilia- 
gers, in consternation, busy themselves k ndlirg fires 
whore smoke seems to p event the locu-ts f- m alighti g 
m their field+, orchards, or v yeyards The pe ple of 
Syria believe noise to be as ¢ff ctual in drivirg sway 
ic Custs a8 in atirecting a awem of bees ; hence, up» the 
appesrance of a fluht of these dreaded insects, the in- 
babi‘ants of the villeges, mepv, women, and children, 
ush cut, armed with any tin or copper pans or ke'tle- 
or ra‘tl s they can lay hold of, and strive, by their dea - 
ening sheut and din, to rca e the unwelc me visitors 
eway. The flyir g Jocust, however, is not so much feared 
as its larvee which advance only b) creeping aud jump- 
ing; for, however pumercus th-y may be, they are sure 
tu disappear with the first wied, from *hatever quarter 
it may come; and when this happens to bl «w in the di- 
rection of the sea, they are soon dropped upon its Mil 
lows, ‘ill there remains ‘' not a locust in all the coas'.” ... 
luis a popular belief in Western Axia, that. where a 
great flight cf these insects ivvades a dis'ric., they con 
tinue in it for seven ruccessive years. This belief may 
neve had some fuuncation, in fact, du'ing the long sge- 
when Mvbamm dan fatalism prev nied the use of mean 
‘io wan cff the effects of any nau al calamity. No 
hope :f 4d jiverance from lecusts was thea entertained 
unlers “ Kismet’ (the Fate ) snculd youc safe to them 
an excepiluually cold or rainy winter. Bu: more rationai 
ideas have crept in from Earope daring tne Jast half-cen- 
tury, and the guvernment now spends considerable sums 
in encouragiog the people to coliect and destroy the eggs 
of this insect, This has sensibly diminished the ex- 





‘ent end shortened the duration of theirivroads The 
full grown insect, moreover, is ¢x'ensively @.ten by the 
poorer classes throughout Africa, Arabis, ard Porsia, 
particularly by the Bedawin of she desert. When the 
locusts come down upon the face of the earth, crowds of 
people go forth, and collect vast numbe s of them in 
bags, ev'n loadirg horses and cattle wih the booty, 
Taey are reasted and eaten +s butter upon loaves of 
bread, resembling shrimps in taste, or they are boiled in 
water with a litile salt, dried in the sun, ard, being de- 
prived of their wings and legs are packed in ba»s for 
use, They are beaten to a powder, which is mixed with 
flour and water, made into little cakes, and u-ed asa 
‘ubstitute for bread when flour is scarce, Dried locusts 
are generally expored for sale in the markets of Medina, 
Bagdad, and even Ds marcus. 

he statement that Jobn the Baptist’s food, while in 
the wilderness, chic fi; c: nsisted of ‘locusts and honey,”’ 
would best describe the habitual fare of those who at the 
present day lead a life of isolation and poverty in the 
same region; and we know that the Mosaic law allowed 
the Hebrews to eat the locust. 





THE WHOLE DUTY. 


[From The Royal Preacher. By James Hamilton.] 


eo people once lived in a Happy Isle, but for their 
misdeeds they were banished. Their place of exile 
was a cheerless coast; but if lay within distant sight of 
their former home. Soon after their expulsion a mess 
had come from their injured sovgreign, offering to all 
who pleased an amnesty. Few minded it. They had 
grown sour and sullen, and they tried to persuade them- 
selves that the earth-holes in which they burrowed were 
more comfortable than the mansions of his land, and 
that the mallows among their bushes were more nutri- 
tious than all the fruits of his gardens, Ove man, how- 
ever, was of a diff-rent mind. He was a musing, thought- 
ful person. Often might you have seen him pacing the 
beach when the rays of evening shone on the Happy Isle, 
and whilst the sea-bird wailed over his head and the 
wrack cracked under his feet, from his own dreary prison 
he wistfully eyed the forests on its coasts, and the moua- 
tains of purple streaked with silver which sat enthroned 
on its interior; and as he fancied that he could some- 
times hear faint murmurs of its joy, he wished that he 
was there, One morning when he awoke it struck him 
that the opposite shore was unusually nigh, and so low 
was the tide that he fancied he might easily ford it, or 
swim across, And so he hastened forth. Firat over the 
dry shirgle, then over the sad and soiled sand from 
which, with scarce a ripple, the sea had smoothly folded 
down, he hurried on till he reached the damper strand 
where streams of leggard water stil were tr ckling, an 
then was astonished at his own delusion; for it was still 
a mighty gulf, and even whilst he gazed the tide wss 
rising, But another time he tried anoiher plan. To the 
right of his dwellirg the line of coast stretched away in 
a succession of cliffs and headlands, till the view was 
bounded by a lofty promontory which seemed to tovch 
the farther side. To this promontory he resolved to take 
a pilgrimage, in the hope that it would transport him to 
the long-sovght realm. The road was ofen a steep 
clamber, and for many an hour the headland seemed 
only to flze away. But surmouating many a slope 
and swell, at last he reached it. With eager steys 
he ran along the ridge, half hopiog that it was 
the isthmus which would bear him to the biessed isle, 
Ah, no! He has reached its «xtremest verge, and 
here id that inexorable ocean still weltering at it» base, 
B ffi din this last hope, and faint with his iv: ff ciual 
toil, he flang himself on the stones and wept. But by- 
aud by, he noticed cff the shore a little boat wits whure 
appearance he was quie familiar. I: used to ride at 
anchor opposite his own abode, and had done so for ever 
80 long; but, like his neigt bors, he bad got so used to it 
that it mever dew his notice. Now, h  wever, seeing it 
there, he lo: ked at it, and as he lucked it neared him. It 
come Close up to the rocks where he was seated. Li was a 
beautifal beat with snowy sails and goiden prow, anda 
ed cross was its wav'rg }eanon, There was one on 
board, and only one. His raiment was white and glis- 
tening, and his features betokened whence he came, 
* Son of man,’ hesaid, “ why weepest thou?” ~ Bscause 
I cannot reach the blessed isic.”’ “Canst thou trust 
ihyself with me?” the stranger asked. The poor way- 
tarer lo ked at the litile s:iff leaping lighuy on tne 
waves, and wondered till he ,voked again at the pilovs 
kind and ¢8 uring c untenacce, aid thea he said, “I 
can.” And po svoner had he stpprd on b aid than 
swift as a sunbeam, it bore him to the land « f tigut; and 
with many a welcome from the pilotv’s friends, he found 
bim elf among is beppy cuiz- no», clothed inthe r bright 
rsiment, and free to ail their privileg.s a8 DOW a subject 
cf ubeir kivg 

The Huppy Isle is peace wi'h God,—that position which 
man occupied whilst innocent. Tae d eary land is that 
state of alienation aud misery into which faiien man is 
banished. The little skiff denotes the only meaus by 
which the sinner may p.ss from nature’s alienation over 
into the peace of God. It is a means not of the sianers 
devising, butof God’s pr vidence, I, is the atones e 11; 
ard he who so ki diy invites sinners to avail themselves 
of it is the Lord Jesus himaclf,... 

“ This is life eternal, to kuow thee, the only true God, 
and Juwsus Carist whom thou bast sent.” to get this 
kn: wiecge is to enter into blessedneas. R cor ciliation 
o God is like entering the gate «f a besuufal avenue, 
which conducis to a spiendia marsion, Bat that aveoue 
is] ng, and in some piaces it skirts the edge of dangercus 
cliff: ; and therefore, to save the traveler from ialiing 
over and being dashed to pieces, it is f-nced all the way 
by a quick-set hedge, That hedge is the commandments, 
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NOTICE.—SUBSCRIBERS WHO .DO NOT WISH THEIR 
PAPER DISCONTINUED WILL NEED TO SEND THEIR RE- 
NEWAIS BEFORE THE DATE OF EXPIRATION, WHICH IS 
PLAINLY PRINTED ON@THE YELLOW LABEL OF ADDRESS. 
THE PAPER WILL BE STOPPED TO JUBSORIBERS NOT 
RENEWING BY THAT DATR, 


“T rHtnK I should know Solomon, now, if I should 
meet him in the street,” said a little Massachusetts girl, 
who had learned all that her Sunday-school teacher 
could tell her about the wise king. That teacher made 
the truth real to her scholars. How much do your schol- 
ars know abvut Solomon? 

For the benefit of our many subscribers in Great 
Britain who desire to renew their subscriptions to THE 
Times, as well as for those who would newly receive it, 
we mention again that Thr SunpAy ScHoot TIMEs 
will be sent every week, postage paid, for one year, to 
any designated address in Great Britain or Ireland, on 
the receipt by us of a postoftice order for nine shillings, 
payable to John Wanamaker, at Philadelphia. With 
each such order, for original subscription or renewal, 
there should be given distinctly the full name and post- 
office address of the person to whom THe Tims is to 
be mailed. 


Ir seems as if the editorial pages of The National 
Sunday School Teacher for September were even brighter 
than usual; but perhaps it is only because that is the 
latest number in hand. This magazine is unequaled in 
its sphere, Its every issue is of advantage to the cause 
which it represents. But what a cruel exercise of sur- 
plus power for Hazard, of The Teacher, to proffer aid to 
Gray, of The Interior, in demolishing the inexperienced 
editor of THz SunpAY Sonoout Times! A steam-en- 
gine volunteering help to an hydraulic stone-breaker in 
crushing the skull of an unoffending juvenile, indis- 
creetly thrust into the jaws of the machine. Inhuman! 


BLAUVELT AND HIS BIBLE, 


NE of the most important results of the wonderful 

revival of popular Bible study, through the new 
system of International lessons in the Sunday-schools of 
Ohristendom, is the greater familiarity with the Old 
Testament thereby gained to the Christian public. 

Many Ohristians have within the past five years 
learned anew the true spirit and teachings of that por- 
tion of the Word of God, albeit they were before 
acquainted with its historical facts, and special prophe- 
cies, and poetical beauties, And in knowing better the 
Old Testament they better understand the New ; for only 
he who knows and loves the former has any proper ap- 
prehension of the latter. Adolph Saphir, himself a 
Christian son of Israel, says truly: ‘All attempts to 
understand Jesus Christ, separate from the Old Testa- 
ment, are most unphilosophical, and can tend to no 
satisfactory result, For Jesus Christ is the fulfilment of 
Moses and the prophets. He is not the Christ of history, 
but of a special history,—the divine history of Israel. 
True, he is the Light of the World, he is the Desire of all 
Nations, he is the Centre and Life of Humanity ; but he 
is all this because he is the Son of David, the Son of 
Abraham; for salvation is of the Jews, The gospel 
narrative is like a high table land, but we cannot be 
spared the ascent from Genesis to Malachi,” 

The Old Testament has been often belied and abused 
by Christians, because of their ignorance of both its 
substance and spirit, There are now millions of young 
Christians who through their recent Bible study know 





anew the falsity of popular charges sgainst the nature of 
Old Testament teachings, and against the representa- 
tions therein made of God’s character, and of his deal- 
ings with the children of men. 

Here, for example, is the Rey. Dr. Augustus Blauvelt, 
whose blunders and sophistries in a series of articles on 
“Modern Skepticism,” published in Scribner’s Monthly 
three years ago, were fully exposed by Professors Tayler, 
Lewis, amd Lyman Atwater. He is out again in the 
September Scribner, with an extended essay, which might 
do more harm to young Christian believers if it were not 
for the study of the Old Testament to which they have 
recently been called, The point of Dr. Blauvelt’s new 
article is, that ‘‘the religion of the Bible is not by any 
means synonymous with Christianity ;” that, in fact, “so 
far from being Christian because they are biblical, arti- 
cles of faith may be all the less Christian in proportion 
as they are all the more biblical.” H's idea is, that the 
Old Testament teachings concerning the character of 
God aud the scope of his commandments have had quite 
too great prominence with Christians,—a prominence 
wholly at variance with the instructions of Jesus Christ, 
Indeed, he is confident that “many of the best and 
noblest men and women all over the Christian world are 
utterly unable to believe in, adore, and worship for them- 
selves, the Jehovah of the Jews in many of his aspects.” 

Now the trouble with Dr, Augustus Blauvelt seems to 
be, not that he reasons illogically on a basis of proved or 
admitted facts, nor yet that he fails to see in their true 
light the teaching, which he condemns; but that he is 
positively unfamiliar, not alone with the true scope and 
spirit, but with the specific statements and teachings, of 
the Old Testament Scriptures. He writes unbelievingly 
in ignorance, as many of his readers—and of ours—will 
perceive at a glance. He asserts with positiveness many 
things concerning the Old Testament writings—in both 
their contents and their lack—which are simply untrue 
When the falsity of his assumed basis of fact is exposed, 
his carefally builded argument thereon falls unsupported 
to the ground. 

In illustration of Dr. Blauvelt’s misstatements of O!d 
Testament teachings it may be mentioned that ho insists 
that “ between the God of the ancient Jewish theocracy 
and the God of the new theocracy established by Jesus’ 
there exists in general the broadest and most fundamental 
diversity ;” that when Jesus, in his Sermon on the Mount, 
presented God as “s benign Father, who ‘ maketh his 
sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sendeth rain on 
the just and the unjust,’ ” he exhibited “a new and radi- 
cally subversive conception of that Deity to whom the 
old commandment | by Moses| is to be applied ;” and that 
in his other teachings Jesus, dealing with the Decalogue, 
“ radically changed the nature of the commandment ” in 
more instances than one. He aflirms, moreover, that 
under the old dispensation, no man was by the Jews 
“ regarded as a neighbor who was not a Jew ;” neither 
was any “regarded as a neighbor, who, though a Jew, 
was yet an enemy ;” hence “for Jesus to say ‘Thou 
shalt love thy neighbor as thyself, is so unlike the same 
thing when uttered in the law and the prophets, that 
the saying in the lips of Jesus becomes another and a 
new commandment.” A great deal more is affirmed in 
the same direction ; but here is enough for illustration. 
Dr. Blauvelt doubtless thinks that these declarations have 
a basis of fact; but therein he shows his unfamiliarity 
with the Old Testament teachings. 

The Jehovah of the Jews was not an unfeeling or a 
partial God, limiting his mercies to a single people. The 
Old Testament represents him as a loving Father, “ gra- 
cious and full of compassion, slow to anger, and of great 
mercy,” as a Lord “ good to all,” and whose “ tender 
mercies are over all his works.” David and Isaiah ad- 
dress him as ‘‘ our Father ;” and the former declares in 
tones the sweetness of which no New Testament strain 
can surpass: “Like asa father pitieth his children, so 
the Lord pitieth them that fear him.” ‘‘ When my father 
and my mother forsake me, then the Lord will take me 
up.” God’s covenant, that “while the earth remaineth, 
seed-time and harvest, and cold and heat, and summer 
and winter, and day and night shall not cease,” was not 
with a single family or nation alone, but with “ every 
living creature of all ficsh,” and this “for perpetual 
generations.” The truth concerning this covenant Jesus 
knew full well, when he pointed to the evidence it fur- 
nished of God’s goodness to the evil and the good, to the 
just and the unjust within the sphere it covers. What a 
pity that Dr. Blauvelt had forgotten it—if indeed he 
ever had it in mind—when he criticised on this very 
point the Old Testament in its contrast with the New! 

So far from the Jews being taught ly the Mosaic law 
to count only Jews—and friendly Jews at that—as ob- 
jects of their sympathy and affection, the Old Testament 





teachings are in thessame line with those of the New. 
God speaks in love, to all men, alike through Moses and 
through Jesus, “Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thy- 
self,” says God through Moses. “And if a stranger so- 
journ with thee in your land,” he adds to the Jews, “ ye 
shall not vex him.” ‘“ Ye shall have one manner of law, 
as well for the stranger, as for one of your own ccuntry : 
for Iam the Lord your God.” ‘“‘ And if thy brother be 
waxen poor, and fallen in decay with thee, then thou 
shalt relieve him; yea, though he be a stranger or a so- 
journer.” “If thou meet thine enemy’s ox or his ass 
going astray, thou shalt surely bring it back to him 
again. If thou see the ass of him that hateth thee lying 
under his burden, and wouldst forbear to help him, thou 
shalt surely help with him.”’ Nay more than all this : “ Love 
ye, therefore, the stranger: for ye were strangers in the 
land of Egypt.” In the days of Solomon it was for a 
proverb with the Jews: “If thine enemy be hungry, 
give him bread to eat; and if he be thirsty, give him 
water to drink: for thou shalt heap coals of fire upon his 
head, and the Lord shall reward thee.” Was it “ another 
and a new commandment” which Jesus gave on this 
point in his Sermon on the Mount, when he rebuked the 
Jews for accepting a wrong construction of the Old Tes- 
tament teachings, made by rabbis who understood as 
little of the spirit and truth of those teachings as does 
the Rev. Dr. Augustus Blauvelt to-day ? 

Jesus said of the traditional teachings of the rabbis, 
“It hath been said by them of old time.” He said of 
the Old Testament Scriptures, “It is written.” Just here 
is where Dr, Blauvelt makes a fatal blunder in his read- 
ing. He says, “Jesus draws a contrast between what 
‘was said by them of old time,’ as contradistinguished 
from what Ae says himself.’ No, no; not so. Jesus 
swept away what of error had been “said.” He held 
sacred all of truth that had been “ written” in the Scrip- 
tures. Jesus said to the Pharisees avd scribes: “ Fall 
well ye reject the commandment of God that ye may 
keep your own tradition.” Dr. Blauvelt seems to say 
that, in rejecting the traditions of men, Jesus abrogated 
the commandments of God. 

The O!d Testament Scriptures Jesus loved and revered. 
It was to them that he pointed when he said: ‘Search 
the &criptures ;” and again, ‘ Blessed are they that hear 
the word of God and keep it.” It was from them that he 
drew teachings for his comfort and strength in the hour 
of his sore temptation. Then as always, “It is writtea,” 
was, from the lips of Jesus, a decisive statement concsrn- 
ing any mooted point of faith or practice, “Have ye not 
read that which was spoken unto you by God?” he 
asked of the doubting Sadducees. Atthe same time he 
said to them, also: ‘Ye do err, not knowing the Scrip- 
tures, nor the power of God.” It is unquestionably true 
that Jesus indicated the fulfillment in himse!f of many of 
the types and teachings of the former dispensation, and 
the doing away, in consequence, of the ceremonial! obser- 
vances and specific commands with which they were 
connected. But he who would indicate the changes thus 
made by Jesus in the binding force of Jowish command- 
ments and customs, must be thoroughly familiar with 
the Old Testament teachings of which Jesus treated. 

Dr. Blauveli’s entire conception of both the Old 
Testament and the Jehovah of the Jews is an erroneous 
one, through his confusing the traditions of men with 
the inspired writings. He seems more familiar with the 
declarations of Strauss and Renan and Froude and 
Herbert Spencer and Mr. Greg, concerning the Old 
Testament and the Jehovah of old, than he is with either 
the letter or the spirit of God’s earlier written revelations 
of his character and purposes. The Bible which Dr. Blau- 
velt rejects as in conflict with Christianity is a Bible of his 
own imagining, or a Bible, rather, of those traditions of 
men which he has unquestioningly accepted as truthfal. 
He errs concerning the Old Testament Scriptures and 
the God whom they represent, not knowing those Scrip- 
tures, nor the power and the character of that God. 
With equal propriety as he now misrepresents the 
ancient Jehovah, through holding up some of his sterner 
dealings with evil doers, might Dr. Blauvelt declare, that 
the New Testament represents Jesus as one who drives 
men before him with “a scourge of small cords;” who 
calls on his every follower to sell his garment and buy a 
sword ; whose purpose on earth is not peace, but discord 
and warfare, aud whose defiant; threat to those outside 
of bis circle of disciples is of a hell “where the worm 
dieth not, and the fire is not quenched.” And having 
thus misrepresented the Jesus of the New Testament, Dr. 
Blauvelt could find many men and women of “the 
Christian world”—he might count them “the best and 
noblest’’—who would not believe in and adore fr them- 
selves such a Messiah “in many of his aspects.” If his 
present effort to undermine faith in the Old Testament 
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were successful, he would find that the New Testament 
had gone with the Old. Rejecting thus the loving 
heavenly Father of the Jews, the unbeliever would leave 
no place for that Father’s Son whom the Christians 
trust also. 

Of course it is quite proper for Dr. Blauvelt to hold 
such opinions as he pleases. He ought to be neither 
molested nor denounced forthem. And if the editors of 
Scribner's Magazine think that there is any gain to the 
community in giving prominence to such misrepresenta- 
tions of the spirit and declarations of the Old Testament, 
and of the character of ‘“‘the God and Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ,” why certainly there is no law against their 
s0 doing. But when a man in the advocacy of his 
opinions testifies falsely against a book that is held sacred, 
and a God who is worshiped, “‘by the immense majority, 
at least in this Christian country,” it is certainly fair to 
expose his falsehoods, and to appeal for the correctness 
of this exposure to the multitudes of Bible students better 
informed than himself. Therefore we write as we do, 
feeling assured, as we write, that our readers will per- 
ceive that the Bible of which the Rev. Dr. Augustus 
Blauvelt discourses so fluently and so bitterly, is quite 
another book from God’s Bible of the Old and New 
Testaments, 





WHAT DO YOU THINK OF YOUR PASTOR? 


E take it for granted that you love your pastor; 

that you respect him; that you trust him, Our 

only fear is that you think too much of him, not too 

little. We want to say a word of caution against trust- 
ing your pastor too fully. 

He}is doubtless a very good man. He merits all the 
confidence which you ovght to give toany man. He is, 
without a doubt, an able man, competent to fill his place 
and to do his work. We have no wish to throw a shade 
ef suspicion on the personal character of your pastor, or 
to cause the least distrust of his abundant competency 
within his sphere. But we say again, You may think 
too highly of the best pastor in the world. You may 
trust the most competent pastor too fully. 

However well your pastor may do his work, he can 
never do yours. If you think he is sufficient for the dis- 
charge of your duty, you are mistaken. If you trust him 
to fill your place, you will be surely disappointed. Mis- 
takes of this kind are very common, and every such mis- 
take is inevitably followed by disappointment. 

Many a pastor is looked upon by his people as compe- 
tent to do all the preaching, all the teaching, all the 
miuistering, if not, indeed, all the Christian living, in his 
parish. He is supposed to represent the activa Christi- 
anity of the church, while the members of his flock are 
to be shining examples of the passive virtues of God’s 
children. The idea apposars to be that if the pastor 
preaches well, and teaches well, and visits well, and work: 
well, while his people attend well, and hear well, and pay 
well, and love well, about all is done on both sides which 
could be expected. A greater and a sadder mistake 
could hardly be made by a Christian people ! 

Remember that your pastor is set over you as a teacher, 
a leader, and an overseer, that you may be shown what 
is your duty, may be led to your work, may be watched 
and guided in the performance of your tasks. He is not 
your representative or your substitute, so that you may 
be inactive while he is faithful and zealous. He is not 
even the only person to preach the gospel in your parish : 
“Let him that heareth say Oome.” The duty of filling 
up the house with hearers does not rest on him alone. 
You, as God’s servants, are commanded to go out quickly 
into the streets and lanes of the city, or along the roads 
and into the byways of the country, to bring in thence 
the poor and the maimed and the halt and the blind, 
and so to plead with those who are without as to “ compel 
them to come in,” that God’s house may bs filled. 

All of you sre “ priests unto God,” in a ministry of 
loving service to Christ and to souls. “Ye are my wit- 
nesses, saith the Lord” to each of you. You are to “teach, 
every man his neighbor aud every man his brother, say- 
ing, Kcow the Lord,” until ‘all shall know him, from 
the least to the greatest.” If ‘ye are the salt of the 
earth,” it is your duty to see to it, not only that the salt 
retains its flavor, but that its cleansing grains are cast 
into every impure fountaia of waters within your sphere 
of action or influence until those waters are fully healed. 
You who are hearers only of the word, and not doers also, 
are deceiving your own selves, 

It is well to have confidence in your pastor within due 
bounds. You oughi to believe that he can do his work 
well, and that he is doing it faithfully. But it is not 
well for you to suppose that he can do your work, or for 
you to trust him to discharge your responsibilities, God 








will hold your pastor accountable for Ais work, and will 
hold you accountable for your work. Beware lest you 
think too much of your pastor, and too little of your duty 
as his sympathizing co-worker. 





THE LESSON COMMITTEE’S MISSION. 


HAT very many Sunday-school workers take excep- 

tion to the present plan of the International Lesson 
Committee, in the selection and publishing of what are 
known as “golden texts,” will surely not be questioned. 
Such representative Sunday-echool journals as The Na- 
tional Sunday School Teacher, The Baptist Teacher, Our 
Bible Teacher, and THE SuNDAY ScHOOL TIMEs, together 
with some of the more influential general religious week- 
lies of this country and Canada, are agreed in counting 
it both unwise and improper for the members of the 
Lesson Committee, in their cffi cial character, to announce, 
in connection with each lesson proper, an outside Bible 
text, which, in their opinion, embodies “ the central idea 
of the Scripture studied.” 

These objectors insist that the plan now puraued is at 
variance with the distinct understanding of “no note or 
comment” on which the Lesson Oommittee was ap- 
pointed, and on which it at first did its work. That there 
is, moreover, a wide-spread popular desire for a common 
memory text, or index text of each lesson, to be desig- 
nated by the Lesson Committee, is also beyond question. 
That the objections to the present plan may be obviated, 
at the same time that the popular desire for a common 
memory text is fully met, by the selection of such text— 
with or without the name of “golden’”—from the text 
of the leeson proper, seems obvious, Is it not eminently 
desirable that unity of conviction and feeling should be 
secured through such a course? 

Looking in this direction, The Examiner and Chronicle 
utters these timely words: 

The question of the “ golden text comments” continues to 
excite interest, as it doubtless will do until the “bone of con- 
tention ” is cast aside. While it is always right to “ hold fast 
that which is good,” in a matter of this kind, where so much 
depends upon unity of feeling ahd unanimity of action, and 
where no principle, whatever, is at issue, it would seem to be 
the proper and graceful thing for the advocates of outside 
“ golden texts” to give way, and unite with the objectors on 
some common ground. 

Aud The Standard says further, in the same line of 
thought : : 

The discussion of “ golden texts’’ is continued in the Sun- 
day-school papers. These texts are arbitrary,—the selection 
of whoever makes out the International Lessons. They are 
chosen from without the lesson, and msy have no reference 
to it. They are simply something hit upon for the occasion, 
aud would be as appropriate in any other place. If there is 
a verse of special interest in the lesson, it might be well to 
give it the prominence assigned to the “golden text.” It 
would in such case call attention to the subject under con- 
sideration. As it is, it tends to distract, by calling the minds 
of the teachers and scholars away from the lesson. 

The suggestion made by more than one friend of the 
present plan, that if the teacher, or scholar, or lesson- 
help writer, does not approve the golden text comment, 
he can reject the comment, and take the lesson by itself, 
by no means meets the case, There is a decided objec- 
tion to an announcement by the committee of its offi- 
cial opinion of the central idea or teaching of the les- 
son. A friend of ours gives this illustration in point: 
“ We hsd soup for dinner the other day, and the cook 
put in some carrots. When some of us grumbled, mother 
said, ‘Why, you needn’t eat the carrots.’ Well, it was a 
good idea, and so those who didn’t like them did not eat 
them ; but there was a carrot taste about that soup, after 
all.” 

In def ense of the Lesson Committee’s publication of a 
comment in purely biblical language, it has been said, 
that the American Bible Society does not hesitate to 
print marginal references with its Bibles, although it is 
pledged to issue the Bible “ without note or comment.” 
Bat there is a striking difference between these two 
cases. The Bible Society refers variously to parallel, or 
illustrative, or similar passsges, whether those passages 
seem to teach the same truth with the one irom which 
reference is made to them, or quite another, That soci- 
ety does not announce with each chapter, or paragraph, 
a text, which is, by the managers, “thought to embody, 
in a single verse, or less, the central idea of the Scrip- 
ture” annotated, Moreover, it is undoubtedly true that 
if the managers of the Bible society found that any con- 
siderable number of the friends and supporters of that 
society took conscientious exception to their action in 
this particular, they would refrain from issuing reference 
Bibles. 





It is certainly to be hoped that the International Les- 
son Committee will, at its approaching session, in New 
York, for the selection of lessons for 1878, so far respect 
the pre jadices and preferences of the many friends and 
supporters of the movement they represent, who take 
exception to its present plan, in the particular named, 
as to limit the designation of motto texts, or index texts, 
or golden texts, to the letter of the lessons proper. They 
will surely thereby act in the direction of greater har- 
mony in the good work in which they are recognized 
leaders. 





OUR CHINESE VISITORS. 
O incident in the progress of our Centennial Exhibi- 
tion bas been fraught with weightier meaning than 
was the gathering of Chinese students and their friends, 
in the Jadges’ Pavilion, on Thursday last, to listen to 
addresses from General Hawley and other eminent 
gentlemen. 

Only a generation ago China was a strange land to 
Americans, and the Chinese were strangely misunder- 
stood by us. The school-books told briefly of that coun- 
try as a land of heathenism, whose people lived on mice 
and puppies, and who were shut from the outer world by 
its ancient and impassable wall. Now the question 
which agitates the people of our Pacific slope is whether 
they shall be able to stand their ground against the in- 
dustry and enterprise of the swarming merchants and 
artisans and laborers from China. 

We know, now, that the Chinese have their culture 
and their philosophy, and that they have looked down 
upon us as outside barbarians. We understand, now, 
that the responsibility is on us to convince them that 
our civilization and our religion are superior to theirs. 
We now cordially welcome their diplomatic representa- 
tives, and recognize the intellectual attainments and 
capacity of their scholars and thinkers, They, on the other 
hand, instead of standing wholly aloof from usas formerly, 
are inclined to compare their ways with ours, and to 
ascertain if we can teach them anything of value. They 
have even selected some of the brightest and most 
promising of their youth to receive in this country the 
best education it is possible for us to give to them. Our 
country, our customs, our culture, our religion, are now 
to them objects of intelligent and studious interest. 

The young Chinese students, in a body, under the 
competent guidance of skilled instructors, visited, last 
week, our great Exhibition. After examining for several 
days its multiplied treasures of art and science, they 
were gathered in the Judges’ Pavilion to recsive words 
of welcome and couusel from the officers of the Centen- 
nial Commission, and other frieads of international 
comity. It was an impressive sight. General Hawley, 
in giving them kiadly grocting, said that it was the 
strangest audience he had ever addressed, yet one which 
gave him siucerest pleasure. As he looked into the 
bright and intelligent faces of those who had come from 
fifteen thousand miles away to learn what they could of 
good from our pe»ple and our exhibits, he had hope 
that they would be truly the gainers from this visit, and 
would return to their own land to be there a power for 
good to its teeming millions, He trusted that hence- 
forth they and we would know each other better, and be- 
come better friends in consequence of the interchange 
of our productions and our knowledge. 

Director-General Goshorn was gratified in meeting 
them, and in being able to lay before them lessons of in- 
struction from not only America, but all the civilized 
countries of the world. He hoped that from all they 
would gather good, which they would make effective in 
their own homes. Ex President Msrk Hopkins, of Wil- 
liams College, had timely words of counsel for the young 
students, in his simple phrase and impressive manner. 
Professors Wickersham and Hoyt, of Pennsylvania, and 
Brewer and Northrop, of Connecticut, also ep ky» pleas- 
antly ; and there was a prominent Japanese official, and 
then a Parsee, from India, to bear a part in the inter- 
hange of greetings. The boys drank in every word 
which was there said to them, and applauded vigorously 
those sentiments which met their approval. 

It seemed as if the scene of the Queen of Sheba 
before King Solomon was again enacted. Here were 
representatives from the uttermost parts of the earth, 
who had heard of the fame of America, concerning the 
wisdom of its people and the glory of its God, and had 
come (o prove the truth of the reports which had reached 
them in their far distant homes, It is yet an open ques- 
tion if these young visitors will be ready to admit that 
the half had not been told them, and to join with us in 
blessing the name of the Lord, because of all that we 
have in our land, and in his gracious favor and precious 
promises. 
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WORKERS IN COUNCIL. 


{Information for this department—including early reports of Con- 
ventions, Institutes, Normal-classes, and Teachers’ Associations—will 
be thankfully received.) 





CONVENTION CALENDAR. 


Michigan, State, at OW ABO... ccccseeeerserseeseeenen September 26-28, 1876, 
Thirteenth Provincial, for Ontario and Quebec, 

At Belleville, Omt.........c.ccee cesses cee sceeeeee ses eveeeesOCtoDer 10-12, 1876. 
Vermont, State, at 8t Albans .-October 10-12, 1876. 





Maryland, State, at Hagerstown. ......rsesercceseeeees November 8, 9, 1876. 
New Jersey, State, at Salemn............soreeecsseseeees November 14-16, 1876. 
New Hampahire, State, at LACOMIA.......0..ccccceceeeeees December 4-6, 1876. 





NORMAL-CLASSES AND ASSOCIATIONS. 


Toronto, Oan., Teachers’ Union Meeting for the exposition of the In- 
ternational lessons every Saturday, in the hall of the Young Men's 
Christian Association. Led by the Rev. Principal Oavan, of Knox 
College. 

Boston, Union Meeting for Lesson Study, at Wesleyan Hall, 86 Brom- 
field Street, every Saturday at 8 p.m. Led by the Rev. H. M. Parsons. 

Rochester, N. Y., Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Thursday 
evening. in the Y. M. C. A. Hall. 

Syracuse. N. Y., Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Saturday at 
8 p.m.,in the Y. M. 0, A. Hall. 

Brooklyn, N. Y., Union Meeting for Lesson Study in the Warren 
Street M. E. Church, every Saturday at 8 p.m. Led by R. E. Selmes. 

Philadelphia, Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Thursday 
evening at the Y. M. 0. A. Hall, No. 1210 Chestnut Street; also, at 
noon every Saturday, at the Tenth Presbyterian Church, corner of 
Twelfth and Walnut Streets. 

Pittsburgh, Pa., Union Meeting for Lesson Study every Saturday at 
noon, in the Y. M. C. A Rooms, No, 88 Fifth Avenue, 

Baltimore, Md., Meeting of Infant-claas teachers every Saturday, at 
4P.m., at No. 8 North Charles Street. 


Bt. Louis, Union Meeting for Lesson Study every Saturday in Pil- 
grim Congregational Church. Led by the Rev. Dr. J. G. Reaser. 
St. Louis, Teachers’ Association (Union), meets for Institute work 
the firet Tuesday evening of each month, in Pilgrim Congrega- 
tional church. 

Chicago, Union Meeting for Lesson Study, at Farwell Hall, every 
Saturday at noon. 

Burlington, Iowa, Sunday School Association (Union), meets for 
Tuatitute work on the First Wednesday evening of each month. 
Deiro't, Mich., Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Saturday 
eveulng, at the Y. M.0, A. Hall, Led by the Rev. A. T. Pierson. 





MARTHA’S VINEYARD CONVENTION. 
CONCLUDING REPORT. 
ADDRESS OF THE REV. DR, D. C. EDDY. 


a E Rev. Dr. Eddy, of Boston, spoke upon the advan- 

tsges of the Sanday-school to the state, ‘In its duty 
to make and enforce wise and just laws.” He said: 
Noext to love of God, in the heart of every true man, 
coms; love of country, This year of cur history is well 
calculated to awaken that devotion to home and country 
which may have been allowed to slumber, waitirg for 
some memorial hour to arouse it. It is fitting for us, 
thus awakened, to ask what connection the Sundsy- 
school enterprise has with the permanence, prosperity, 
and glory of those institutions which we value so much, 
and which we present to the world as distinctively 
American, 

Hera we have a country of 3.000000 square miles, 
stretching from the Atlantic to the Pacific, from the 
St. Lawrence to the Rio Grande, peopled with a popula- 
tion of 40 000,000 souls, drawn from all the nationalities 
utder heaven, And on what must it rest in order to 
become a great, noble, Christian commonwealth? Cer- 
tainly it cannot depend on the sword. We cannot be a 
military people. In nations differently constituted, dff- 
ferently educated, military force can control the ele- 
ments, crush out disorder, and silence public discontent. 
In Russia the sceptre and the sword go tcgsther. In 
Germany the crown rests on the cannon, In France the 
ballot and the bayonet are dangerously near each other. 
But in a country like ours, under a government of the 
people, the sword cannot, need not, shall not rule! There 
may be times (there were during the war) when martial 
law becomes a stern necessity, No fact, however, is 
plainer than this,—Americans will never be ruled by the 
sword! They will never tolerate a Cx ar in the capitol 
They will never submit tothe menace of a large standing 
army. The sooner standing armies wish their huge ex- 
penses and collateral vices are reduced to the units of 
ac‘ual necersity, the sooner shall we come to the real basis 
of republican government, 

Nor can this nation thrive on mere sentiment. The 
Fourth of July orations, the Centennial speeches, the 
dec'smation of memorial debaters, may be all well 
enough, but the nation eannot be built up on them any- 
more than dykes and sea-walls can be built on the foam 
of the waves. Popular enthusiasm over old historic 
buildir galike Faneuil Hall, the Old South Ohurch, the Old 
State House, is all right in its way; but there must be a 
deeper eentiment, a grander thought, underlying our in- 





stitutions, or they will soon be swrpi away. And that 
deep >r sentiment, that grander thought, is the supremacy 
and mejesty of law, hinted at in this question which has 
been assigned to me, 

A jast law is a grander thing than a state-house or a 
hall of parliament, Adherence to law is a grander monu- 
ment of national honor than the obelisk on Bunker 
Hill. One ringing sentence from the lip: of James Otis 
or Samuel Adams is worth more than Faveuil Hall. The 
bottom fact in our greatness as a nation thus far is the 
law-abiding character of our pec ple. Had it been otherw's9, 
the expedition of the Pilgrims would have been a boot- 
leaserrand : theexperimentof free government would have 
been a failure, and the Union would have proved a rope 
of sand, 

Law held our people even amid the fears, forebodings, 
and irritations of civil war. When Mr. Lincoln was 
assassinated, a spectacle was seen which astonished the 
world. In the kingdoms ruled by the sword, such an 
event could not have occurred without shaking the 
structure of national government to its foundations; 
but under the reign of law, when that thing was done, 
there was not a violation of the governmental organism. 
The Vice-President, on the morning after the crime was 
committed, stepped into the blood-sprinkled chair of 
state, and all the wheels of government moved on as ever. 

Law must have something undsr it, something to rest 
on, It must be the outgrowth of the fundamental prin- 
ciples of our nation, and the fundamental principles of 
our nation are entirely rel!gious,—I do not aay Christian, 
It is often said that law to be sustained must have public 
opinion up to it. Nonsense! It must have public con- 
science up toit. Pablic opinion is often the child of 
fears, of slavish timidity, of foolish caprice. It is often 
the outgrowth of circumstances that change in an hour. 
Pablic conscience grows out of the fundamental princi- 
ples of the human constitution. Pablic consciencs may 
be right, and public opinion wrong. They are often at 
variance, Pablic conscience sustains the law of God, the 
claims of Obrist, the demands of the pulpit. Pablic 
opinion sets the will of God at defiance, rejects the gos- 
pel, and scorns Christ. The antagonism is as old as the 
world, Pablic consecince would have crowned Christ. 
Public opinion crucified him, Public conscience said, 
“T find no fault in bhim,.’’ Pablic opinion shouted, 
“Crucify him! crucify him !” 

It is then the education of this conscience that we 
want, Your newspapers are educating public opinion. 
Your platforms and libraries and schools are educating 
public opinion. Our work is with conscience and heart. 
And conscience is a perfect thing. In proportion to its 
power fcr gocd is its power for evil. In order, rightly 
educated, it moves the whole moral machinery of the 
world with unerring exactness, Out of order, wrongly 
trained, it only produces inextricable confusion and 
chaos. I thought of it when I saw that huge Oorliss en- 
gine with a capacity of being forced to 2500 horse-power, 
operating a mass of machinery which extends over nearly 
thirteen acres without a jar, without friction, withcut the 
least irregularity. That gigantic motor well represents 
public conscience enlightened, trained, and inspired by 
the gospel. Imagine the thirteen acres of machinery 
moved by that resistless power, but all in disorder, the 
wheels, shafts, bands, all deranged, and destruction the 
result, —:ach part crowding on each other part,—and you 
have the work of public consciences discrdered and de- 
ranged before you. 

And here comes in our work. We take the youth of 
the land, educate their consciences, develcp their reli- 
gion, and fi; them to become law-abiding citizens. In 
a few years the youth in our Sundsy-schools are to be 
the makers, the administrators, and the subjects of law 
Tae whole business of the school tends to prepare them 
for their political duties ; and jast in proportion as the 
instructions given are wise, sound, and scriptural msy 
we expect a race of men competent to make laws and 
faithful in obeying them. 

Ic makes all the d.ff.rance in the world to the state 
where our children are educated. There is a s/reet edu- 
cation; the corners graduate classes; by-ways and dark 
alleys send out pup'ls, and these pupils grow into de- 
praved men, They ewell the criminal classes; they 
have no respect for law; they furnish your malefactors ; 
they make prisons a necessity. That kind cf education 
cannot fail to produce lawlessness. The mcre boys are 
educated in the street, the more men you will have to 
hang. The more corners there are to graduate pupils, 
the mcre prisons will you have to build. As fir as mere 
expense is concerned, the state, as a matter of economical 
legislation, could well afford to support all the Sanday- 
schools within her borders, for the simple reason that 
the whole influence of Sunday-school instruction goes to 





produce law-abiding cit'zans. And this is the advan- 
tege of the Sunday-school to the state,—it is a training- 
school of good men and women. It prepares for the 
state men to make gocd laws, and men to obey them, 
Facts encugh to fill volumes can be preduced to prove 
this. Statistics which cannot be disproved are at hard. 
The increase of Sunday-schools means the decrease of 
crime, The multiplication of Sanday-schools means the 
reduction of prison expenses and the decrease of law- 
lessness. 

In 1851, Dr. Park preached his memorable sermon be- 
fore the Legislature on the indeb‘edness of “the state to 
the clergy,” in which he presented such considerations 
as forced our public men to pay their tribute to the pul- 
pit, which is the center of the energizing and vita- 
lizing influences of the age. It is just as easy to show 
the indebtedness of the state to the Sabbath-school. 
This institution trains the conscience of innocent child- 
hood. The*state can do liitle unless the man with the 
Bible in his hand has prepared a race for government, 
for law, for order. Law must have conscience to rest 
against ; conscience must be trained by religion; religion 
must come through the Sunday-school to our youth. 

ADDRESS OF R, F. ALGER, 

Mr. Alger, ot Bridgewater, Mass., spoke upon ‘The 
duty of the Sunday-school to give the country the 
strongest testimony to the value of the Bible.” He 
said: The purpose of the Bible is the creation of a new 
race of human beings. Two striking characteristics dis- 
tinguish this new race from the old. These are, (1) Ho- 
liness. We read in the Scriptures of the believer as 
“The new man created in righteousness and true holi- 
ness;” “renewed after the image of Him who created 
him;” “created in Ohbrist Jesus unto good works;” 
“made free from sin;”’ “dead to sin, alive to God;” 
“living no longer in sin;” “crucified to the world;” 
“pure and without offense.” Such is the scriptural de- 
scription cf this new race. This stupendous miracle is 
that upon which the Bible rests its claim to be of God. 
Moses, Ezekiel, Isaiab, Jesus, Paul, John, and many 
others, all testify that this is the irresistible, all-silencing 
argument for the divinity of the Word. A people 
“sanctified in the trath,” with ‘‘sou’s purified in beliey- 
ing and obeying the trutb,” is the first and graat proof 
to the world that the gospel is the power of God unto 
salvation. 

No department of the chuich is so favorably adapted 
to work out this result as the teaching department. The 
material upon which we work is the most plastic. It 
takes charge of persons comparatively free from bad 
habits, from enfeebled conec'exces, frcm impaired spirit- 
ual eyesight, and trom paralyz:d discernment between 
gocd and evil. If the teacher be himself one of the new 
race (a new creature, not the old one somewhat repaired), 
and if he be called of God to the work, he will be able 
to hold this new life before his class by precept and ¢x- 
ample (as Paul did), Uader God he will help his class to 
find this way, to keep it, and to live in it. He will show 
them the devices of the enemy, and, like an accom- 
plished drill sergeant, he will train them in the tactics 
of the “ gocd fight of faith.” 

(2) The second characteristic of this new race is its 
anity. Said Jesus, ‘‘That they all may be one .. . that 
the world may believe.” Uuity, like holiness, is unknown 
to the cld race. How history testifics on this point! 
Denominationalism must siuk fercm sight in the new 
race, Says Paul, ‘I beseech you, brethren, by the name 
of our Lord Jesus Obrist, that ye all spesk the same 
thing, and that there be no divisions among you; but 
that ye be perfectly j ined together in the same mind 
and in the same judgment,” ‘This International course 
of Bible study, in which all Christians now unite, leav- 
ing aside systems of theoligy and the practices and 
teachirgs of men, and loyal only to the Word and the 
Holy Spirit, is, it seems to me, the mightiest #g-ncy to 
give this unanswerable argument of unity which will 
compel the world to believe that Je:us is the Son of God. 


ADDRESS OF H. M, MOORE, 


Mr. H. M. Moore, of Somervile, Mass., spoke on 
“The duty of the Sunday-school to the unconverted 
adults.” Hessid: It is the duty of the church to see 
that these are gathered to Jesus. Christ is the vine, 
but the disciples are the branches, and upon the branches 
all the fruit is borne. No church has doxeits duty when 
it has built a house, even though the doors be open ard 
the seats be free. If men donot come to the churches, 
the church:-m:mbers must go for them. To do such 
work, the Sunday-tchool is specially fitted: (1) By rea- 
son of i's social character ; (2) Because of its opportunily 
for personal contact ; (3) Because the responsibility for a 
certain number of persons is laid directly upon the 
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teacher, It becomes som:body’s business to look after 
each unconverted person about you. 

That teachers may do this work better, they need more 
undying love for souls, They need head, hands, and 
heart to engage in this work,—head to plan, hands to do, 
heart to love. The teacher must not be discouraged, He 
may not see immediate results, but God’s promise is sure 
to be fulfilled. At the Old South Church, in Boston, .is 
acentury-plant in bloom. For ninety-nine years it has 
lived its unostentatious life, with no noticeable tokens of 
a coming ¢fficrescence. It was a long and dreary delay; 
but at last the due time came, and the central stem shot 
up, and the magnificent flowering came, 


ADDRESS OF MORTIMER BLAKE, D.D. 


The Rev. Dr. Blake, of Taunton, Mass., spoke upon 
the advantages of the Sanday-school to the church “In 
its duty to preach the gospel to every creature.” He 
said: There are many errors about this matter of 
preaching the gospel to every creature, One is the 
prevalent notion that this duty is to be done by pastors 
merely. The pastor is by many considered as a sort of 
furnace arcucnd which a cold church may gather and 
warm up by his radiations. Some think him a sort of 
spiritual engine, whose part it is to draw the whole 
church train heavenward, while the members sit on 
luxurious seats, or doze in palatial sleeping-cars. He is 
urged to put on steam if things drag, but when they 
move he fiads plenty of brakemen. Alli this is wrong: 
The church should be kept warm by exercise. Itshould 
teach the gospel. 

Another error is, the wide-spread notion that “every 
creature” means those who live away off in China and 
Japan. But the fact is, there are “creatures” all about 
us. Ifthey do not come into our churehes, we can find 
them in the back alleys and the tenements. Some 
“creatures” next door to us may be in need of the gospel. 
Many of these creatures must be preached to, if at all, by 
such instrumentality as the Sunday-school. 

To do this work, the churches must establish Sanday- 
schools in neglected neighborhoods. That great harvest 
which is too far from church to attend regularly, must 
be reached by the patient work of school laborers. The 
work must be done as the Cspe people fish on the G:and 
Banks. Each man goes out in the morning, from the 
fishing-boat to which he telongs, in his own dory, and 
returns to the vessel at night with his catch. Personal, 
indus:rious application is the road to success in evan- 
gelical work, as well es in fishery. 

ADDRESS OF THE REY. A B KENDIG 

Mr. Kendig, of Boston, spoke upon “The advantages 
of the Sunday-school to the family.” Zhe Providence 
Journal reports his address, in bricf, as follows : 

The topic assumed that the school is an advantage to the 
family. There are good schools, and, relatively, bad ones ; 
hence all may not be really advantageous to the family. The 
Sunday-school helps many families because it can get in 
where the pastor and church cannot. The school interests 
these families through the children. Many children through 
their interest in the school have led their parents to the 
church. When the school gets into families it improves 
them, especially the degraded ones. They soon begin to 
keep cleaner at home, and in their clothes and persons. They 
begin to respect themselves, and to be ashamed of their former 
ways. The Sunday-school saves many of these families for 
time and for eternity. It does this through its literature. 
Much as is said against this, it has proved a great blessing to 
multitudes. Nearly all the books contain nuggets of truth,— 
enough to save if it is well received. The school saves 
through the teachers and their teachings. It savesthrough 
the children, who, if they do nothing else, will ask many very 
troublesome questions,—questions which trouble the conscience 
and lead to serious thought and right resolutions. The Sun- 
day-school picks up many prodigal sons who have gone out 
into the world from Christian families. 

ADDRESS OF THE REV. 8. L. GRACEY. 

Upon the question, ‘‘ What can Sunday-schools learn 
from secular schools?” Mr, Gracey, of Weymouth, Mase., 
said: We may learn to have the place of meeting bright 
and cheerful. Yea, more; to make it airy, beautifal, 
attractive. Adorn it with pictures, flowers, and works 
of art. 

In the matter of order we may learn much. Silence 
is not essential to orderly activity. The buzz of a school 
where all are engaged in eager study of the Word, is 
sweet music in the ear of God. Let every wheel be in 
place, all in gocd runnivg order, and all moving by the 
power of the Holy Ghost. 

We may learn to so set our classes that every scholar 
may constantly be under the teacher’s eye, and so that 
the teacher may easily Jook each scholar directly in the 
eye. The magnetism of the teacher’s eye is lost when 
pupils are ranged on a long bench. 








We may learn to question with wisdom and persist- 
ence; to stick at ore thing till it is mastered; to have 
each pupil recite; to repeat, and review, and examine ; 
in short, to drill, dill, drill, until we are sure that none 
has failed to catch the lesson we desire to impart. 

A wise adaptation of lessons to the capacities of pupils 
will be found a necessity, if we study the secular schocla, 
The Corliss engine at the Centennial Exhibition drives 
the tremendous machinery which does the heaviest work, 
but it also moves the tiny appliances of the watch-fac- 
tory. The power is applied wisely in each case, else it 
would be insvfficient in the one and disastrous in the 
other. Each pupil and each class of pupils needs atten- 
tion as separate machines, and to each its own treatment 
is due. 

We may also learn to explain thoroughly. Too often 
it is assumed that scholars understand the teacher’s 
terms, while cccasional accidents reveal a total misap- 
prehension to be existing in the scholar’s mind. 

Great attention is given in secular echools to the fliness 
of teachers for their respective posts. Not every good 
man is “apt to teach.” Nor is every teacher competent 
with all grades of pupils. A giant in the adult-class 
often proves utterly at loss among the little ones. Sun- 
day-schools should give attention to these matters of 
fitness, not merely because of its relation to the success 
of the schools, but because incompetent teachers on 
Sunday stand in wretched contrast with the effective 
instructors of the werk. Trained teachers must be had 
in Sunday-schools, 

Teachers must learn to arrange their own questions 
for the class, and not consent to follow line after line the 
question-books, however good they may be. They must 
avoid routine, and yet nut allow variety to degenerate 
into disorder, 

We must learn to secure home co-operation. Every 
home from which children go to the secular schools is 
run to a great extent to forward the children’s school 
work, Mealsare timed to their necessities, and study- 
hours are arranged. Home helps the secular school, and 
it should help the Sunday-school. 

Finally, we judge of the importance of what is taught 
by the attention paid to the teaching of it. School 
farniture and apparatus is an immense department in 
trade. Preparations to use these appliances are made 
with the utmost care in our common schools, and in the 
more advanced institutions of learning. These studies, 
for illustrating which such care is taken, are honored by 
the care. But do not many of us dishonor that which 
we profess to texch? He who goes to his class unpre- 
pared upon the Lord’s Day, virtually says, “ To teach the 
Bible is a small matter. If I were going to teach frac- 
tions, I would need to brush up a little, but God’s 
word,—saving tiuth,—that’s a small affair.” 





BY THE REV. JESSE LYMAN HURLBUT. 
(THE THIRD WEEK’S WORK.] 

NE Sanday as “that boy” was walking home from 

church beside his distinguished sire, who had 
delivered one cf his first-class discourses, he was asked 
“Well, my son, what part of my sermon this morning 
did you erjoy best?” The lad, withthe ancestral trait 
for s ready and fittirg reply, answered at once, ‘Well, I 
think the best part of the sermon was when you said— 
“lastly, my brethren /’ The Chautauqua Assembly of 1876 
has fivally reached its /ast/y in theshape of Tor OnURCH 
ConeGRress, which being now over leaves Fair Point in 
loneliness until next summer, If the programme shall 
then lengthen according to the ratio of the past, it is 
doubtful whether the historian of that era will have any 
“lastly” to record. It may be questioned whether the 
historian of this year, even, would have lived to tell the 
tale if there had not intervened the breathing spell of a 
day between the Sunday-school Assembly and the 
Church Congress, giving a slight chance to rally a little 
strength af:er the inquisitorial rack of the competitive 
examination on Monday was over and ere the treadmill 
began again on Wednesday. That Tuesday was a 
blessed boon, though we were so unaccustomed to the 
rest that wo scarcely knew how to use it. Some went 
boating on the lake; some went rambling in the forest 
back of the camp ; some talked over the work of the past 
fortnight ; and some embraced the opportunity of a gocd 
long sleep, without fear of pealing bells. It had been 
proposed to have no exercises on Tuesday after the close 
of the Assembly. But aftera balf dsy of quiet the con- 
ductor could no lorger rest, and the crowd clamored for 
a public meeting; so in the evening the summons 
sounded forth, and a corgregation far larger than was 
expected, though less than that of previous evenings 





gathered around the stand in the auditorium. The Rev. 
Dr. Charles N. Sims, cf Brooklyn, preached a sermon on 
“The Vicarious Sacrifice,” and by his treatment of that 
abtruse theme showed how the doctrines of theology can 
be made interesting to a popular audience. This address 
was strong in thought especially, rich in illustration, and 
set forth that foundational principle of Christianity with 
great clearness and power. Dr, Sims’s style of preaching 
is somewhat after the manner of Bishop Simpson, to 
whom he bears quite a resemblance also in personal 
appearancs, 

Oa Wednesday morving, August 16, the Church O»n- 
gress was fitly inaugurated with a prayer-meeting, under 
direction of the Rsv. George A. Hall, when a desp 
spiritual feeling pervaded every heart, and gave its tone 
to the after-exercises of thegathering. Ateleven o’clock 
a large congregation assembled to hear Dr, Vincent’s 
lecture on “The place for the Book.” Though the com- 
mander in-chief had passed through a wearying cam- 
paign, he was outwardly as fresh and strong ss ever, 
speaking with all his accustomed enthusiasm and power 
He named four places for the B.b!e, the pulpit, the pew, 
the prayer-meeting, and the fellowship class, or confer- 
ence mesting, urging that in every one the Word of God 
should have a prominent place. In the afternoon there 
was a throng, all the boats being crowded with passen- 
gers to hear the famous Brooklyn preacher, Dr. Talmage 
on “People we meet.” Bat the hour came without the 
man, and everybody began to grow nervous, until a tele- 
gram came, announcing a break-down on the railway, 
which would delay the orator for a couple of hours only. 
Soa conversation was improvised on “The laity and 
church activities,” with Dr. Vincent as leader, and a 
congregation of three thousand people as§talkers. We 
quote from the Assembly Herald, with a few verbal cor- 
rections, the following summary of the discussion, which 
was kept up with unabated interest until the arrival of 
Dr. Talmags, whose well-recognized stride across the 
platform was greeted with a round of applause. 

> 1. What right have laymen to work in the church? 

(a.) Christ said, “To every man his work,” without dis- 
tinction. 

(6.) The commission, “Go ye into the world, and preach 
the gospel to every creature,” is addressed to the whole 
church. 

2. What work may laymen do? 

(a.) They may put forth individual effort in behalf of souls 
to win them to Chriet. There is none who may not recognize 
the call, “ Let him that heareth say, Come,” and cry, “ Be- 
hold the Lamb of God!” 

(b.) They may do a work of instruction, building men up 
in Christ through teaching in the Sunday-school, etc. 

(c.) They may have a part in the financial support of the 
gospel,—accumulating and giving means, 

(d.) They may perform cfficial duties, viz.: Steward, trus- 
tee, deacon, cider, etc. 

(e.) They may distrib.te tracts, in connection with business 
and social converse. 

(f ) Laymen may preach. 

(g.) They may give the powerful aid of prayer for the 
church and pastor. (The inspiration derived from the 
knowledge that there are persons praying for the speaker 
was dwelt upon and illustrated in a touching incident by Dr. 
Vincent.) 

(h.) The laity should in all ways sustain the worship of 
praise,—congregational singing. 

(t.) There should be organized lay effort in every church 
to reach and relieve the stranger, the sick, and the poor. 

(j.) Laymen can purchase sites fur church edifices, can 
collect money for building churches. 

(k) The laity can greatly aid all church services by filling 
the front seats. 

(l.) They can do good by themeelves attending, as a matter 
of conscience, all the services. . 

(m.) They can aid by greeting and giving a cortial wel- 
come to strangers, inviting them to pews, furni-hiog them 
with hymn-books, etc. 

(n.) It is pari of laymen’s duties to suitably advertise the 
preaching. 

(o.) Also to bring in the entire Sunday-school into the 
church. 

(p.) The laymen should actively engage in the temper- 
ance reform, especially among the young. 

(q.) They can engage in mi:sion Suaday-schools and 
mission prayer- meetings. 

(r.) They can cultivate and exemplify Christian benevo- 
lence, sus‘aining all the arms of the church. 

(s.) They can lead in public prayer, and speak in social 
meet, ng?. 

(t.) They can co-operate in all pastoral labors. 

(u) They can exemplify in life the power of Christ’s 
gospel. 

(v) They can exert a Christian influence upon the public 
schools, securing Christian teachers, etc. 
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(3.) How can we develop the activity of the laity ? 

(a.) By such discussions as are enjoyed at this Church 
Congress. 

(6.) By personal example, which encourages others to go 
and do likewise. 

(ce ) By direct appeal, bringing every motive to bear, to 
induce all to do everything in their power for Christ. 

(d.) By assigning definite work to individuals; saying not 
‘* Work for Christ,” but “ Do this little thing for Christ.” 

(e.) By showing different methods of working for the 
Master. 

(f) By wisely commending the real workers. 

(g.) By placing live men at the head of all church ac- 
tivities. 

(h.) By exalting lay effort as Cnristian and honorable. 

4. How can we organize laymen for work ? 

Sub-divide the labor into different departments, appointing 
a committee for each, ¢. g.— 

(a.) A committee on strangers. To look them up and in- 
troduce them into the church. 

(6.) A committee to yisit prisons, jails, almshouse, etc. 

(c.) A reception committee. 

(d.) A committee to visit hotels and other public places, 
to leave cards, and to invite all who are there to come to the 
services of the church. 

(e.) A committee on temperance, and on outdoor services: 

(f.) A tract committee. 

(g) A committee of ladies to supplement the pastor’s 
labors in visiting, etc. 

(hk) An employment committee. 

(i.) A committee on missions, 

(j.) A committee on Sunday-schools. 

(k.) A,committee on delinquent members ; inquiries. 

(1) A committee on church periodicals. 

(m ) A financial coramittee, 

The printing of church manuals and directories was rec- 
ommended, 

The uawearied audieace were amply repaid for their 
long waiting by the lectare of Dz, Talmage, which was 
in his vein of mingled sense and humor, and fully met 
the expectation of his audience. At four o’clock prayer- 
meetings were held in the section tents; and in the even- 
ing Dr, Sims spoke on “Ohurch leadership,” to a congre- 
gation somewhat diminished from that of the afternoon, 
though still comprising about a thousand people. 

It was a mistake to place the Ohurch Congress after 

the Sunday-school Assembly, for, despite the attractions 
of oratory, the tide of travel had begun to set homeward, 
and each meeting showed less and less people in the 
auditorium, The addresses were as good as could be, 
both as regards ability and interest, but all day Thurs- 
day the current was flowing away frum the meeting ; the 
evening showed that comparatively few were left, and 
that fewer still would be present on the morrow at the 
final exercises, So the programme was rushed through, 
and two days’ work crowded into one. The Rosy. Dr. D. 
P. Kidder, of Drew Theological Seminary, conducted 
the discussion upon “The pastor’s work.” Dr. Talmage 
told ‘How to start preaching,” and Dr. Payne ‘‘How to 
secure a revival.” Profeasor W. O. Wilkinson delivered 
his practical and pungent lecture on ‘“‘Maxims for pulpit 
and pew,” and at eleven o’clock on Friday mcraing the 
Congress closed its sessions. The crowd scattered, leay- 
ing the families that summer at Chautauqua alone in 
their glory. Silence reigned over that abode of wisdom 
and of wit, the platform ; the curtains were closed about 
the empty tent where for three weeks Oonductor Vincent 
hell his court ; the ark stood in lonely grandeur like its 
namesake On Ararat after Oaptain Noah’s cargo was dis- 
charged, No more shall we listen, on those forsaken 
corridors and in those curtained chambers, to the songs 
of Sherwin and the snores of that Christian at work (by 
night as well as by day) A T , to the practi- 
calities of Kagx and the puns of Ostrander. We take a 
last lingering look to that corner room up stairs where 
with Worden and Green—choice companions—we slept, 
and scribbled, and cracked our jokes, and discussed our 
diverse doctrines. We dip down for a farewell drink from 
the cool “Waters of Elim ;” we glance a good-bye at the 
snowy plaster on Hermon’s brow ; we behold for the last 
time that peal of bells at the Point, which more than 
once has so rudely broken in upon winks of our 
morning nap ;—the whistle blows, th 5.ern-wheel of the 
steamer begins to revolve. Good-bye to Chautauqua! 
May we meet thee te 498 another uid 








IN PROSPECT, 


ISTRICT Sunday-school conventions in Connecticut. 
for New Haven and Middlesex counties, are an- 
nounced as follows: North Haven, September 27; Mil- 


ford, October 11; Clinton, October 25; Ansonia, Novem- 
ber 8, 





BOOKS AND WRITERS. 


ee 


The Ideal Sunday-school ; or, The Sunday-school as it is 
and as it should be. By Rev. W. F. Orafts. Boston: 
Henry Hoyt.—If any one supposes from the title of this 
volume that a picture is given, by the author, of the 
Sunday-school as it should be, or as it is to be, in con- 
trast with the Sunday-school as it is, he will be disap- 
pointed in its reading. The book is, as the author states 
in his preface, a collection of “‘real fragments, gathered 
here and there,” out of his cbservation and experience 
among American Sunday-schools, It suggests plans 
which have, in his opinion, worked well and are likely 
to be retained in the future. “The ideal Sunday-school” 
referred to is simply a Sunday-school including well- 
known features of many of the better class of now exist- 
ing Sunday-schools, The book is a good scrap-book of 
items concerning some of the p pular Sunday-school 
methods of to-day. Under the head of “Printing-press 
helps for the Sunday-school” are a number of forms and 
blanks which will prove of service to those who wisely 
use them as patterns. Itisa pity that a book which 
aims to cover so much ground is not worked up more 
carefally. The Sanday-school cause demands thorough 
work on the part of all who would now add to its litera- 
ture. 


Starboard and Port; The “Nettie” Alongshore. By 
George H. Hepworth. New York: Harper & Brothers .— 
Mr. Hepworth came by his yacht honestly, it having 
been presented to him, and he uses it legitimately. 
This account of his experiences in a trip to the British 
Provinces is amusing and instractive,—amusing in its 
descriptions of life among the Biue-noses and their 
neighbors, and instructive in its comments on yachts- 
manship. Mr. Hepworth’s eyes have been open to see 
both the merits and the faults of our pleasure craft as 
compared with British vessels; and some of his remarks 
seem almost painfully wise in view of the many acci- 
dents that have occurred this summer, since his book 
was all written. The popular and efficient New York 
pastor writes so well that we wish he could find time to 
write more, especially as literature seems to him rather 
a relaxation than a task. (For sale by J. B. Lippincott 
& Co.) 

The Cooking Club By Ella Farman. Boston: D. 
Lothrop & C»,—This is a lively story, showing how a 
company of half-grown girls, in a country village, amused 
themselves during their holidays by organizing a ‘‘ Oook- 
ing Club,” and going round to each others’ houses from 
week to week and “cooking,” under the direction of 
their mothers, all the articles of food which they ate in 
these jolly junketings. Thestory is one which can hardly 
fail to be enjoyable among young girls, and is of a much 
more healthy character than some of the mawkish love- 
stories served up for their entertainment. (For sale by 
Garrigues Brothers.) 


Is Eternal Punishment Endiess? By an Orthodox 
Minister of the Gospel. Boston: Lockwood, Brooks & 
Co.—The writer of this thoughtful essay differs entirely 
from avnihilationists. He believes that the Bible 
teaches that there will be future punishment of the 
wicked, but says it does not tesch that this punishment 
will be endless ; it may be eternal, that is, cecurrivg in 
eternity, without lasting forever, How long it does 
last, the Scriptures do not reveal. Such is the author’s 
main position. 

Rays from the Sun of Righteousness, By the Rev. 
Richard Newton, D.D. New York: Robert Carter « 
Brothers —Auother of Dr. Newton’s inimitable books of 
Sermons for the Young. The Doctor has an established 
reputation as the prince of cbildren’s preachers. His 
volumes in this lice now number a dozon or more, and 
form a most admirable library for a family in which young 


children sre growing up. (For sale by the Presbyterian 
Board of Pablication. ) 


The Centennial School Singer ; or, Songs of Patriotism 
and Peace. By George Henry Curtis and William Oland 
Bourne. New York and Ohicsgo: Biglow and Main.— 
The demand for patriotic hymns and music for the young 
is being fully met in this Cantennial year. This collec- 
tion is what its name indicates. The national hymns of 


, | other countries, as well as of America, are included. 


Songs for the Wee Ones. By James H. Fillmore, Cin- 
cinnati: Fillmore Brothers.—This collection is designed 
rather for the day-school and home than for the Sundsy- 





school. The music generally is simple and pleasing. It 
is likely to be popular with the little ones, for whom it 
is designed. 

Happy Songs. By the Ray. Elisha A.’ Hoffman, Cieve- 
land: W. F. Schneider.—There are some good pieces in 
this book; but as ninety-seven out of its one hundred 
and fifty-eight hymns are by one author, there is less 
variety than would be desired by most schools. 





The next volume of the Vest Pocket Series will ia 
clude Rab and His Friends, and Marjorie Fleming. 


Mesars. Hard & Houghton have in press a Life of 
Governor Hayes by W. D. Howells, who formerly lived 
in Ohio. 


James R. Osgood & Oo, will soon issue the Autobio- 
graphy of Harriet Martineau, It will be published in 
two volumes. 


The American edition of the Christian Evidence 
Society’s new volume, on the Oredentials of Christisnity, 
will be published by T. Whitiaker, of New York. 








Macmillan & Oo. will issue in the fall a volume of 
sermons by the Rav. Dr. F. W. Farrar, on topics con- 
nected with sshool life, preached during his head-mas‘er- 
ship of Malborough College. 





Professor Huxley will lecture for the first and last 
time, while on his visit to this country, in New York, 
September 18, 20, and 22. Tae lectures, which are to be 
given in Ohickering Hall, will'be on the Direct Evidence 
of Evolution. 





The German Academy, at Berlin, has undertakea the 
publication of a complete series of the Greek Aldins edi- 
tions from Alexander downward. The editing of the 
series will bs under the general direction of Dr. Adolf 
Torstrick, of Bremen. 


A Dresden publisher announces for early pudlication 
Ds. Martin Luther’s First and Oldest Lectares on the 
Psalms, prepared in the years 1513.16. Tae work will be 
an autograph reproduction of the Latin manuscript, origi- 
nally the property of Luther’s grand-son, and which has 
been preserved in the local archives. 


Messrs. Roberts Brothers, of Boston, purpose to bring 
out a series of original American novels, during the 
autumn, to be known as “ The No Name Series.” Though 
many of the volumes will be written by distinguished 
writers, each will be published anonymously, Tae series 
will be likely to excite curiosity respecting the author- 
ship of the books; and, possibly, the coming writer of 
the American novel may make his appoarance in this 
Cinderella fashion. 





PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED 


{All books received will be promptly noticed under this head. 
The interests of our readers will guide usin making further notice.] 


THE Sonc HeRatpD. A collection of mew and original music for 
singiug-class +s, day schools, conventions, etc By H.R Palmer. 
Price 75 cents. Cincinnati: John Church & Co, 


WASHINGTON AND SEVENTY-SIX. By Lucy E. and Clara F. Guernsey. 
lliustrated. 16mo pp. 360, Cioth. Philadelphia: American 
Sunday-tchool Union. 


Tua SILK INDUSTRY IN AMERICA. A history prepared for the Cen- 
tenulal Exposition By L P. Brockett, a.D. 8vo. pp. 237. 
Cloth, $1 5v. New York: The American Siik Association. 


SCHEYICHBI AND THE STRAND; or Early Days along the De'aware. 
With an account of recent events at Sea Grove. By Kdward 8, 
Wheeler. Illustrated. svo. Cloth. Philadelphia: 
Press of J. B. Lippincott & Co. 


THE CHRISTIAN WORKER. 1875-76. 8vo. pp. 200. Paper, 60 cents. 
Montreal; Youug Men’s Christian Association. 


CoMMUNION WINE AND BIBLE TEMPERANCE. A review of Dr. Thos. 
Laurie’s article in the Bibliotheca Sacra. of January, 1869. B 
the Rey. William M. Thayer. l6mo. pp. ¥i. Paper. New York: 
Natioual Temperance Society and Pubdiication House. 


Pamphlets. 


Proceedings of the Twenty-first Annual Convention of the Young 
Men’s Christian Associations of the United States and British Prov- 
inces, held at Torontu, Ont., July 12-16, 1876 


Third Annual Report of ths Union for Home Work of Hartford, 
together with its Coustitutioa, By-iaws Officers and Committees; 
aiso, the Report of the Coffee House in Market Street, 1874-75. 


Twenty-seventh Annual announcement of S Woman’s Medical 
College of Pennsy.vania, Philadelphia, 1876- 


Tae Con:io ad Clerum for 1876. Preached at Norwalk, June 20, 
before the General Associ ation of Connecticut. By Char.es Ray 
Palmer. New York and (hicago: A. 8. Barnes « Co. 


‘The Currency Conflict Address of J. W. Schuckers, before the 
Lit eral C.ub of New York Ci y, June 23, 1876 


pp. i116 


Proceedings of the Ninth Convention of the Nebraska State Sun- 
day-school Association, held at Fremont Neb., June 6-3, 1876. 


Living Witness; or, Voices from the Inebria‘es’ Home 
Scotch Pebbles; being excerpts from the letters, jovraale, and 


speeches of Norman Macleod, D.D. Published by ihe Miltun Pub- 
lishing League. 


Potter and Clay. A sermon preached in i Brixton Independent 
——. London, England, by the Rey. Baldwi in Bown B A, 
Published by 


inted from  Misread Passages of icriptene 
The Milton Publishing League. 
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RUSINESS DEPARTMENT. 


CARRIAGES at very low figures, hearses 
likewise, and in great variety, are adver- 
tiseri by Crane, Breed & Co., of Cincin- 
pati Ono. 








THREE COLLCQutEs is the title of a 
little b ck of Moody’s questions and Dr. 
W.S. Plum mer’s answer about conviction, 
faith, and repentance. An admirable 
bock for all who seek to teach the way of 
life. The American Tract Society pub- 
lishes ‘s. Price, 10 conts; postage, 2 cents. 
The Depository, 1512 Chestnut S:reet, 
Palladelphia, basit. HN. Taissell. 


SPEULAL NOLICES, | 





SaratTOca SPRINGS IN WINTER —Reasons for going 
to Dr. Strong’s Remedial Institute, with circular 
describing its Turkish, Russian, and Electrical 
Baths, ete., will be sent on application. Nervous, 
L ung. Femaie, and Chronic D.seases a sjecialty. 

Das. StnoNe’s ReMEDIAL INSTITUT Kerstogs 
Springs N. Y has Turkish, Russian, Sulphur, Hy- 
dropathic, aud Electro-Thermai Baths. qualizer 
and other facilities for the cure of Nervous, Lung 
Female, and Chronic Diseas-s. For full particu- 

, send for circular 


IMPORTANT TO # BRSONS VISITING New ‘Yor« OR 
THR CENTESN(AL.—Grand Union Hotel, — 
Grand Central See Baggage tuken to and from 
this depot to Hote! free. %50 elegant rooms. Ele- 
vator. European plan. Restauraat, supplied with 
the best. Prices moderate. Cars and stages pass 
this Hotel for ail parts of the city, and to Philadel- 
cone ti for Ceutennial 


— 7 Whitman 
& Son, 
CHOCOLATE 


AND 


CONFECTIONS, 


The Finest manufactured in AMERICA. 


FOR FAMILY USE AND FOR PRESENTS, 


8.W. Cor. i2th and Market Sts., 
PHILADELPHIA, 





Branch manufactory, MACHINERY HALL. Ex- 
position Grounds, AMERICAN DEPARTMENT, 


EDUCATIONAL, 


OUTH JERSEY 1 INSTITUTE, Bridge'on,N.J_| For both 

sexes. ‘wilege preparat ry; inst tute classical, 
and scientificcou ses Building brick: modern im- 
provements. Climate mild; very healthy. Iostruc- 
tion thurough. BeginsSeptember6. Send for cata- 
logue. H. K rRAsK, rriu ipal 


and COLLEGIATE IN ST ITUTE 
Fort Plain, Montgomery Co., N. Y. 
Offers a genial hom-s t» pupils of both sexes, 
Select, thor. ugu, successful 
We ex ect success only by deserving it. 
Fall ‘term begius Septem be rs 5. 
For pres send for catalogue, sn d address 
A. MATTICE, AX Pri: cipal 


CLASSICAL INS'tITUTE, 

247 sonts Thirteenth Street. 

Duties resumed September 11. 

The un“ ersigced invites ths atten ion of parents 
to the extensive improvements made during the 
vacation, and especia ly to the change of entiance 
from Dean to Thirteenth Street. For circulars ad- 
dress the Principal. J W. FAIRES, D.D., 245 South 
Thirteenth Street, Ph sgiatiaiamaan 


THE NATIONAL PIANO ! I 


THE ONLY LOW PRICE, warranted, Grst-cless, 71 

octave Rosewood Piano ever offered to the public. 
Seud for prices and illus rations, HORACE WATERS 
& ‘Sun , 48 broadway, New York. 


MENEELY & KIMBERLY, 


Bell Founders, Troy, N. Y.|- 


Manufacture a superior qeety of Bells. 
Special attention given to CHURCH BELLS, 
@a-~ lllustrated Catalogues sent 


THOMAS S DEPUY, 


CARPET DEALER| 


37 South Second Street, 
Above Chestnut, East side, PHILADELPHIA 
LOWEST CASH PRICES. 


N, B.—J. Stewart Depuy, is not at 253 8. Second, 
but is with Thomas Depuy. 








No. 


free 








SEA GROVE. 


NEV OCLTyY BY THE SBA, 
AT CAPE MAY POINT, N. J., 
Is rapidly growing, and offers very decided advantages for al 
who desire to secure at moderate expense 


A SUMMER HOME BY THE SEA-SIDE. 
THE LOTS ARE STILL VERY CHEAP. 


The improvements already are: 


Three Large Hotels, Telegraph Station 


Fifty Cottages, Waterworks, ; water, U. 8. Signal Station, 
Post-office, Passenger Hot Sea-water Baths. 
Reading Room. 


Pavilion for Public Worship, Seating 1500 Persons. 
Ocean Drive and Board Walk. 


= Bathing on the beach unsurpassed. Fine Sailing and Fishing on the Ocean, Bay, 
or * 

s@F Special privileges are given to cottagers, and the peculiar advantages of the 
location can be readily seen on a visit. Reached by the West Jersey Railroad, from foot 
of Market Street, Philadel _. or by steamboats, via Delaware Bay. 

Parties interested in this promising enterprise can have all information sent them by 
wail, or, if easily accessible, will be called upon by one of the Officers of the Association 

with Maps of the settlement, &c., &c. Address, 


ALEXANDER WHILLDIN, President Sea Grove Association, 
28 South Front Street, Philadelphia. 


Review Chart for Third Quarter 


Superintendents who desire to have a satisfactory review of the 
present quarter’s lessons, will do well to send for the Revrzw Cuart, 
prepared for THz ScHotars’ QUARTERLY, and printed separately, in 
large type, on strong sheets, 34 by 5 feet. Many superintendents 
send early for these Revizw Cuarts, that they may use them during 
the current quarter, and thus make their final reviews a greater 
success. 

This chart will be sent, postpaid, on receipt of 50 cents. 


Responsive Review Exercise, 


The Responsive Review Exercise published in Tue ScHonars’ 
QuARTERLY is also published in sheet form, for use in the Sunday- 
school, either as an opening exercise, week by week, or as a quarterly 
review exercise in connection with the Review Chart. This exercise 
contains responsive readings on the lessons of the quarter; also an 
outline plan of the Chart, with questions thereon. 

Price per 100 copies, 75 cents. 

Published at the office of The S 

Address 











Sunday School Times. 


JOHN D. WATTLES, 
Business Manager, 
610 CHESTNUT STREET, hacsaaconsecstree ar thesctmted 


NEW PUBLICATIONS. 


Sincins Teachers 


SHOULD ADDRESS 
FILLMORE BROS., Cincinnati, O. 
FOR 


CIRCULARS AND TERMS 


ON THEIR 


New Music Books. 


SIN GING ‘CLASSES. 





NEW PUBLICATIONS. ce 


~aiaia AND TAUGHT 


PRONOUNCE THE 


‘Vineyard of Song” 


the best Music Book yet issued for 
practice and instruction in the art of 
Singing. 

The *“*“VINEYARD OF SONG” has 
been recently revised, so as to embody 
twenty-seven pages of new and valua- 
ble material. The ** VINEYARD OF 
SONG’? is a sterling work for Singing- 
classes, Conventions, Academies, and 
Day Schoels. 


PRICE, 75¢.; $7.50 PER DOZ. COPIES. 


Sent by mail on receipt of 75 cents. 


BIGLOW & MAIN, PUBLISHERS, 


76 East Ninth Street, New York. 
91 Washington Street, Chicago. 








FoR 
Singing-Classes and Conventions. 


A great improvement upon all of Mr. Palmer's 
former works, contsining new ideas throughout. 
Every page sparkling with 


New and Beautifuf Music, 


THE SONG HERALD” 


the legitimate successor of *SONG KING” 
and *“*sONG QUEEN,” which have had a com- 
Frica $1.. bined saie of over 


FOR YOUNGEST READERS. 


*‘SUNSH'‘NE FOR BABY LAND.” 


More than 1(0 large pictures, and as many anage 
priat storics. 1c is delightful. 


Boston D>. LOTHROP & CO, Publishers 350.000 COPIES! 
TED Men to travel and sell goods to | All Other Similar Works are but Imitations. 
dealers. No peddling, 830 a 
__ paid. Mosiron Mase h... TURI —y —n inelanatie Obie. Price, $7.50 per dozen. 


Single Copy sent on receipt of 75 cents. 
Apecimen pages free. 


fete, Bh) V*HURCH & oo., 
CINCINNATI, O. 


2. DAXON, ZL. Kighth St., Phila. 
Manufacturer of Umbrellas, and Head 
quarters for Novelties, Fans, Combs, Jei 
and Fancy Jeweiry, Leather, Toilet, and 

Ornamental Goods, at low prices. for name 

and number. 





STOVE POLISH. 


“THE BEST POLISH IN THE WORLD.” 








STOVE PO LISH 


'! 


NEW PUBLICATIONS. 


A. 8. BARNES & C0. 


PUBLISH 
In their Educational Department, 


Te te 
New Descriptive Catalogue. 
Free to Teachers. Others, 10 cen(s, postpaid. 


II. 
National Teachers’ Monthly. 
CONTENTS OF SEPTEMBER NUMBER.—The Cortury 
Plant (J. M.); Province of the State as an Fduca- 
tor; Details in School Work ; The Country School 
Probiem; Theory of the Gulf Stream; Teachers’ 
Examination Questions; Tenure of Office; New 
York City Schooi Report; Notes «nd: omments; 
Story Corner, etc, etc. Price 10 cents. ¢1 per 
annum. 


1K. 
Peck’s Manual of Geometry. 
ene Peck’s Condensed Course. Price 





Iv. 
A Brief History of France. 


On the Plan of Barnes’ Brief U. 8. History. $1.50. 


We 
The National School Singer. 


New and selected — fi ~ all oc casions. 35 cents. 


Gilman’s Concise Text Books. 
First Steps in English Literature ($1). First —_ 
— History ($1.25). Seven Historic Ages 


Pictorial Chart "of Geography. 
For oral instruction in By iam and descriptive 
Geography. ae — Monteith. 


Also, Recently Published 
Are Macnie’s Algebraical Equations (§2.50); Mar- 
tin’s Civil Government (1.20); Peudieton’s Scien- 
tifie Agriculture ($2.50); Monteith’s volored Map 
Drawing Blanks (20 cents); School Hymn and 
Tune Book (90 cents): Phelp’s Teachers’ Hand 
Book ($1.50); etc., ete. 


Ix. 
Barnes’ Standard Series. 

.- Readers ; Davies’ Mathematics; McNal- 
8 Ger phy: Clark’s Practical Grammar; 
Boyd's Livers rature ; Willa: d’s Histor.es ; Scientific 

Works of Peck, Jarvis, Porter, Bartlett, Wood, 

etc. 


New National Series. 

Watson’s Independent Readers; Monteith’s Inde- 
pendent Geography; Peck’s Condensed Course 
in ——— Clark's New Diagrammar; 
Barnes’ B: Histories ; Steele’s Fourteen Week's 

Course in oo Science, ete. 


XI. 
Popular and Classical. 

Folsom’s Logical Book-keeping; Peabody's Moral 
Philosophy; Chapman’s Drawing Books; Jep- 
son's Music Readers, etc. 

Smith's Anglo-Saxon 
Coure in the German; 
Bovuk, Seazing’s Virgil; 
etc 


Etymology Worman’s 
Pujols French Class 
Deight’s Mythology, 


XII. 
The Teacher’s Library, 
Purely Peefessional. Thirty volumes. Headed by 
Page's Theory and Practice of Teaching. 


Our catalogue includes many other important 
works, Cc. Vvc1ing every branch and grade oi iustruc- 
tion. 

Address the publishers, 

111 & 113 William St., 

New YORK. 


118 & 115 State St., 
CHICAGO. 


LOW- PRICED MUSIC BOOKS. 


Easy, simp ified instruction books are: 
BeLLAK’S METHOD FOR (REED) 
ORGAN. Paper, 75c. Boards, $1. 


MACKH’S ANALYTICAL METHOD for 
VIOLIN. Boards, $1.00. 

A capital collection of music for a “home” or 
amateur orchestra, cousisting of Violin or Fiute, or 
buth, Cornet or Clarinet, 2d Violin and Violoncelio 
or Double Bass and perhaps Piano, is: 


WINNER’S BAND OF FOUR, $1.00. 


VALUABLE BOOKS FOR STUDY. 
RITTER’S HISTORY of MUSIC, 2 vols. ea. $1.50. 


This concise, complete, and interestiog history 
con‘ains the substance of ali that has ever been 
wri ten Ou the subject, and is almost a necessity for 
musical students. 

Moore’s Encyclopedia of Music, $6. 
Appendix to Moore’s Encyclopedia, 50c 
Dictionary of Musical Lnformation,$.125 


Of these three useiul books, tbe first is mu h the 
largest, and c_ntsins a: ImMense amouut OF Intor- 
ma.ion on musical subjects. The Appeudix has 
notices of what has transpired since the orst publi- 
catiou of the jarge book, and the “ Diciionary” has 
the substance of ail that isiu une great “* Encyclo- 
pedia,” but condens:d as much as possible. 

Either book sent, post free, fur retaii price. 


OLIVER DITSON & CO., BOSTON. 


©. M. Ditsonm & Co.,|3. BE. Ditsun @ Coe., 





i BROAD BAT, SUCCESSORS 10 LED & WALKER. 
New York. Philadelphia. 
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PUBLISHER’S DEPARTMENT 


TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION. 


(PAYABLE IN ADVANCE. ) 








THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES. 
From 1 to 14 Copies, - - - $2.15 each, 
“* 15t029 ** =*+s 190 « 
80 Copies and upwards, - 1.65 
To Pastors and Superintendents, who at the time 


of making their subscription, state that they are 
such, @1.65 each. 


(Which includes 15 cents for postage.) 





Subscriptions will be received for any portion of 
@ year at yearly rates. 

Additions may be made at any time to a club, at 
the same rate at which the club, as first formed, 
would be authorized to subscribe anew. Such ad- 
ditional subscriptions to expire at the same time 
with the club as or!ginally ordered. The new sub- 
scribers to pay pro rata for the time of their sub- 
scriptions. 

Subscribers asking to have the direction of a 
paper changed, should be careful to name notonly 
the post office to which they wish it sent, but also 
the one to which it has been sent. All addresses 
should include both cuunty and state. 

Any p*rson writing to renew either a single or 
club subscription, in connection with which his 
name has not before been known to the publishers, 
will please give the name of the person to whom 
the paper or papers have heretofore been sent. 

Subscribers wishing to introduce THE TimEs to 
their friends can have specimen copies sent free 
from this office to any address. 


Now that the date of expi: ation is plainly printed 
on the yellow address label of each paper or pack- 
age of papers, it will be necessary for all subscri- 
bers to renew promptly by the time thus designated 
or their paper will be discontinued. 





THE SUPERINTENDENT'S PAPER, $ .50. 


This paper is designed to supply superintendents 
with helps,in the line of their special work, to 
which teachers and scholars have not access. It is 
published monthly, and will be sent, on receipt of 
its price only to subscribers of THE SUNDAY SCHOOL 
Times who are past rs or superintendents, and who, 
when ordering it, state that they are such, 


If a superintendent, who is a subscriber of THE 
Times, desires the help of THE SUPERINTENDENT'S 
Parek for any member of his school—for example, 
an assistant superintendent or infant-class teach 


SPECIAL OFFER! 


That every pastor, superintendent, and 


teacher may become acquainted with THE 
SunDAY ScHooL Times, the paper will be 


sent, postage free, to any new subscriber for 


three months for twenty-five cents. 
If you value THE Times will you not 
make this offer known to your friends who 


are not subscribers ? 


Address JOHN D. WATTLES, Business 


Manager, 610 Chestnut St., Philadelphia. 
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TO 





SAMPLES SENT FREE 


Christian at Work 











ON APPLIC ATION 


Publishing Co- 






———$$$_—$_____»— 


Box 5105, N-¥- 
CHEAP. 





The President of the BRYANT & STRATTON BUSINESS COLLEGE, Philadelphia, has 
made arrangements so that parties desiring to attend this Institution during the progress of the 


UNITED STATES CENTENNIAL EXHIBITION 


can secure good board at the present low rates, It will take at least a month to thoroughly examine the numerovs 
objects of interest from all parts of the world, and this can easily be done afternoons and on Saturdays, wit!- 
out interfering with the regular course of study. No such opportunity for obtaining @ business education and 


valuable general information will ever aa be presented. 


For full particuiars, addre: 


2S 
E. SOULE, President, 108 South Tenth Street, Philadelphia, Pa 











OXFORD FEMALE COLLFGE. 
The twenty-third year begins SEPTEMBER 13. 
This college has admirable buildings and grounds 
—high, healthy, snd beautifal. The Professers and 
Teachers are among the best. Great attention is 
id to the regular course. This college is famed 
‘or its Music, Drawing. Painting, etc. Fourteen 
states represented last year. Terms moderate. For 
circulars, please address the President, 
RgEv. R. LD. MORRIS, D.D., OxrorD, OHIO. 





—he can multiply copies of the Paper accordingly 
to his own address, on payment of the subscription 
price; provided that such extra papers go only to 
subscribers of THE TIMES, 


Orders for this Paper can be filled only when 
coming direct from superintendents or pastors who 
are subscribers of THE TIMEs. 





THE WEEKLY LEsSON LEAP. 


100 Copies, one month, . - 8 .60 
1000Ct** one year, . - 7.20 
Less than 100 copies at same rate, 


THE SCHOLARS’ QUARTERLY. 


100 Copies; three months, - - 8 6.25 
lvoe a one year,- «+ - s 25.00 
Less than 100 copies at same rates. 


ADVERTISING RATES. 


Ordinary Advertisements: Per line (12 lines 








to an inch), foreach insertion, - - 25 Cts. 
Special Notices: Per line (asabove), - 30 Cts, 
Reading Matter: Per line (leaded),- - 50 Cts, 


DISCOUNTS on the above rates as follows: 
5 percent.on 4 insertions, 


10 “ “ “ 8 “ 
15 “ “ “18 “ 
20 ** “ “« 96 “ 
2 “ “ “ 52 “ 


a@- Copy for Advertisements must be on hand 
by Friday of the week preceding their issue. 





Letters concerning Subscriptions or Advertise- 
ments should be addressed to 


JOHN D. WATTLES, 
Business Manager, 
610 CHESTNUT ST, 
PHILADELPHIA. 





The New York Orricer is at the Sunday School 
Teachers’ Reading Room, 304 Fourth Avenue, Y,. 
M. C, A, Building. 

E. P. WALLING, Agent. 











GLENWOOD INSTITUTE, 


Matawan, N.J. 
Presents superior attractions as a Home Boarding 
School for both sexes. of references for 
thoroughness in ail departments. Twenty-nine 
miles from New York, on N. Y. & L. B. R. R. 
Terms, $300 a ieee. Fall Term begins September 
i8th. Liberal discount to Ciergymen,. For circu- 
lar, address 

CHAS, JACOBUS, A.M, Principal. 


os yee UNIVERSITY SCHOOL 
OF ORATORY.—lIustruction in Public Speak- 
ing, Readi. g. Shakespeare, Dramatic Art.etc. Noxt 
term begins Oct lith F r Circular, address Prof. 
LEWIS B. MONROE, 18 Beacon St., Boston, Mass. 


we. CHESTNUT STREET INSTITUT 
Na. HESTNUT 








STREET ILADELPHIA, 

FOR Y @ 
This a Day School ls delightfully 
situated in West phia, and combines advan- 


hiladel 
— of both city and country. For circulars ae 
address the Principal, Mrs.J.A. BOGAR 


MOUAT VERNON MILITARY ACADEMY, 


Morgan Park, (ook County, IIl., 


Under new management, will afford increased 
facilities for thorough education. Fall term begius 
September 14, 1876. Reference in Philade)phia, 
Kev. H. Clay Trumbull, editor SuNpay ScHOOL 
Times. For circulars address 

Capt. E. N. KIRK TALCOTT, President, 


Washington Heights, Ill. 











SUMMER RESORTS. 


CAPE MAY. 


The most delighi{ui Sea-side resort in America. 

Ie reached via the West Jersey Ratiroad in 2 hours 
and 25 minutes, 

EXCURSION TICKETS, good on day of iasue or 
following day,—when issued on Saturday good to 
return on Monday,—&.00. For sale at all offices of 
the Pennsylvania Railroad Co,, in Philadelphia. 


A. 0. VAN-LENNEP, 
tS 





-_ Montclair, N. J., 
be LECTURES on OnrentaL 
. MANNERS AND CusTOMS. 
t CONDUCTS 8S. 8. Institutes, 
* 8. 8. Normal Classes, 


And §. 8. Work generally. 











AGENTS WANTED. 





$12 adayat home. Agonts Wanted. Outfit and 
terms free. TRUE & CO., Augusta, Me. 


35 to $20 Ret u,st nome Semplen wortn w 





INSURANCE. 


"OLDEST, LARGEST & BEST" 


ACCIDENT CO. 


IN 


AMERICA. 
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RAVELER 


Life and Accident 
INSURANCE CO, 


OF HARTFORD, CONN, 


Cash Assets, - §$3,924,9’ 38 


$1,5 ,39019 


CashSurplus, - 


The Travelers has in 12 years written over 
400,000 general accident policies. 


The Travelers has paid over 24,000 acci- 
dent claims, or one to every 17 insured. 


The Travelers has paid in cash benefits to 
accident policy-holders, $2,400,000. 


General Accident Policies for the year or 
month written by agents at short notice. 


Best Life Insurance at low cash rates. 


The Travelers is managed by the same prin- 
cipal cfficers who started it. and is noted for liberal 
dealing and prompt payment of all just claims. 





JAS. G. BATTERSON, President. 

RODNEY DENNIS, Secretary. 

Wm. W. Allen, Gen’l Agent and Attorney, 
112 South Fourth St., Philadelphia. 


8. G. Wright, Special Agent, 
N. E. Cor. Third and Chestnut Sts, 


Agents Everywhere. 





a day. Employment for all. Cata- 
logues free. Samples, 25 cents. 
LTos & CO.,119 Nassau st., New York City. 
ra Za AGENTS wanted for the ‘““BEST’ 
L | Vy E subscription books. Satisfy your- 
self by addressing : 


dAg’ts Pub’yg Co., 19 Barclay St., N.Y. 


Ass DEPARTURE, 7°"3 


Salesmen wanted in every city and town in the U. 8. AND CANADA 
to introduce our Old and Staple MANUFACTURES. $75 PER 
MONTH, Hotel and Traveling Expenses paid. Appiy by lecter or in 


persea to 8. A. GRANT & CO., 2,4,6 45 Home Curcoouat, 


f) me We have in press New Books 
BOK AGENTS love Harte, Charles Dudley 
Warner, Mark Twain, Rey Dr. Fish and others. Now 


is the time to secure territory. Catalogues sent free 
Address AM.PUB.CO., Hartford,Ct..Chicago. or Cinn 


AGENTS WANTED for the New Historical Work, OUR 


WESTERN BORDER. 





A Complete and Graphic History of American Pioneer Lite 
100 YHBARS AGO. 

Its thrilling conflicts of Red and White foes. Exciting 

Adventures, Captivities, rorays, Scouts, Pioneer women and 

boys Indian war-paths, Camp life, and Sports.—A book for 


Old aud Young. Notadu No competition Enormous 
sales. t Illustrated cirenulars free 


+ Agents wanted ere ere 
J.C. McCURDY & CO., 265. Seventh St., Philadelphia, Pa.; 






Men are earning $40 Ww $120 ; r week, sellin our 
richly iMustrated work, desctiptive of the tail. 
ling History, Resources, Wonders, and Curiosities of 


OUR COUNTRY 


and the Great ** Exhibition.” 1000 more agents 
wauted for this and “ Life of Livingstone” 
(over 100,000 sold. also new super-extra Bidle, 2000 
illustrations For full descriptions and extra terms, 
write to HUBBARD BROS., Publ’s, Philadelphia. 


AGENTS FIND THat THE FULL HISTORY oF THE 


Wo 

Wonderful MOODY & SANKEY 
in Great Britain and America is a success every- 
where. All want it—rich or . From 5 to 20 boo 

a day’s work. It is the only complete work pub- 
lished, containing Mr. Moody’s Sermons and Prayer 
Meeling Talks, ay fe Addresses, and everythin 

of interest. Has , Steel portrait, and 1 

engravings. Price, $2. Address, H. 8. GOODSPEED 
& CO., 14 Barclay Street. New York. 














The Patent SPIRAL VEST and PANTS BUCKLE. 








wha 

















ee. eee ee 





This convenient little article does away with the 
uncomfortable old-style tight band around the 
body. It supports it, but does not impede respira- 
tion, and can be aitached to any garment in five 
minutes, without sewing or any manipulation. 
For ease and comfort it excels anything ever in- 
vented Sample mailed on receipt of 25c. Please 
mention THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES. 

RGE BET‘8, Laventor and Manufacturer of 
Patented Novelties, 575 Broadway, New York. 
Agents wanted. 





W. L. CARTER—625 Waluat Street. 
FIBRE AND LIFE INSURANCE 
IN ANY AMOUNT. 
ALL INQUIRIES BY MAIL PROMPTLY ATTENDED To, 


BE SURE 70 SECURE certicate or insarace 


in the Mutual Protection Comp’y of Philadelphia, 
which is parely mutual. Assessments only col- 
lected as deaths occur This Company has now 
over 1600 certificates of good standing in force, 
Send to Home Office for rate cards and applica- 
tions, No. 261 South FourTH STREET. 








1825. -1876 


THE PENNSYLVANIA 


FIRE INSURANCE COMPANY, 
OF PHILADELPHIA, 
INOORPORATED 183235. 


Oapital, $400,000.00. = + Assets, $1,559,853.76, 


JOHN DEVEREUX, President, 
WM. G. CROWELL, Secretary. 


AMERICAN 
LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY, 


OF PHILADELPHIA, 
8. E. Corner of Fourth and Walnut Streets, 
ASSETS ANUARY (len OVER ca 
? vt S78, OvER $5,000,000. 
George W. Hill, Philip B. Mingle, 
Alexander Whilldin, Hon. Alex. G. Cattell, 
George Nugent, Isaae Hazlehurst, 





Hon. James Pollock, H. H. Eldridge, 
W. J. Howard, Henry K. Bennett, 
Albert C. Roberts, L. M. Whilldin, 


John Wanamaker. 
4—3-CHARTER PERPETUAL.-G& 


GEORGE W. HILL, President, 
JOHN 8. WILSON, Secretary. 
JOHN C. SIMS, Actuary. 





i. ween Pers 
WILLIAM @. HOPPER & CO., 


BANKERS AND BROKERS, 
No. 27 South THIRD Street. 
STOCKS, BONDS, AND GOLD 
bought and sold on commission. Interest allowed 
on deposits. 





rgains in ae ier 





Twine, 
31 Hawley Street, Boston, 
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HRISTIAN UN 


HENRY WARD BEECHER, 
Editor. 





Mr. Beecher’s intentions and the aim 
and policy of the paper have been fully 
set forth in the editorial columns. He 
said among other things: “I shall con- 
sider the CHRISTIAN UNION a parish 
parallel with Plymouth Church, and shall 
give it the same earnest zeal that I give 
to that; the same spirit, and the same 
views of Christian life and disposition.” 
It is the only authorized medium for the 
publication each week of his 


SERMONS 
In Plymouth Church. 


AUTHORIZATION. 
BROOKLYN, January, 1876 
Christian Union Publishing Oo. 

GENTLEMEN: Mr. T. J. Ellinwood has been the 
reporter of my sermons for some seventeen years; 
and he is the only authorized reporter of them. 
The sermons which you are printing, week by 
week, from his hand, are published by you alone, 
and are the only ones for which I will consent to 
become responsible, 

HENRY WARD BSECHER. 


The paper will continue to publish all 
his literary productions, including the 
celebrated “Star Papers.” Serial Stories 
by Rev. Epwarp Everett Hatz, DD., 
(author of a “ Man Without a Oountry,” 
&c ,) Hon, ALBION W. TourGgE (“ Henry 
Ohurton,” Judge of the Superior Oourt cf 
North Carolina, (author of “Toinette,” 
&c.,) Mrs, HARRIET BEECHER STOWE, 
(author of “ Uncie Tom’s Cabin,” &c.) 


The CHRISTIAN UNION has a corps of 
the best contributors judiciously selected 
from all shades of Evangelical Christian 
opinion. It exhibits the fruits of careful 
editorial work, and was among the first to 
reecgoize that variety in a family religious 
newsps per is an absolute necessity. 


WHAT OTHERS SAY OF US. 

“‘ Almost a model of ty; ographical beauty.”—N. 
Y. Evening Post. 

“The aepartments of the paper continually grow 
in vigor a d interest ’—Repubiican. 

“One of the very able t papers that reaches us.” 
—Standard of the Cross (Episcopa’i 1), 

“ One of the leading weckly religious journals in 
the worid ’-- Pac ficLhris.ian Advocate, San Francisco 

‘* Has siepped at once to the very front rank of 
our American rel’ givus journalism.’ —Central Chris- 
tian Advocate, Pittsburgh (Methodist). 

“ Among the abiest rel gious newspapers in the 
land.”—American Presbyterian, Philadel: hia, 

“Fall of vigorous vital.ty in every deparimeut.” 
—American Christian Review. 


Terms, $3.20 perannum. Toclergymen, $2.60 


HORATIO C. KING, Publisher, 
27 Park Place, New York. 


JAPANESE GOODS AT JAPANESE 
HEADQUARTERS, 


50 per cent. less than Centen- 
nial prices. Cail and be convinced. 916 Arch st. 
20 handsome 


WHCANT BE BEA « Address Cards 


uv twu alike, your u=me ou them all, for 10 
ets and stamp A large spicy paper and list 
of all styies with order, or paper and sampies, for 3 
ct. stamp. G.B Ullman & Co., 12 Winter St., Boston, 














BUCKEYE BELL FOUNDRY. 
Established in 1837. 
Superior Bells of Copper and Tin, meunted 
with the best Aotary Hangings, for Churches, 
Schools, Farms, Factories, Court-houses, Fire 
Alarms, Tower Clocks, etc. Fully Warranted. 
Illustrated Catalogue sent Free. 
Vanduzen & Tift, 102 & 104 E. Second St. Cin. 


R ; ere Chromos, 244 feet 
$10 FO » long, “4 colors, for $1.00, $7.00 per 
ozen. “The Wise Virgin,” “ Beatrice.” “Snow 
Storm,” etc. Send $1.00 for sample, satisfaction 
aranteed. Chromos of all kinds. New style, 
Sah Catalogue free. J. LATHAM & CO., Art 
Publishers, Washington Street, Boston, Mass. 
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THE 
\\ 


URHGATIONALIS 


Price, $3 per annum, 










POSTAGE PAID. 


The editorial force of the 


Congregationalist 


is now stronger than ever before, and includes no 
less than nine persons, four of whom devote them- 
selves exclusively to this work. The articles by 
contributors are paid for at liberal rates, more 
money being thus expended on the 


Congregationalist 


than any other religious journal in the country, 
with perhaps one or two exceptions. Among our 
contributors are the following: 


Prof.Austin Phelps, D.D. Hon. Elihu Burritt. 
Rev. E. B. Webb, D.D. Mrs. J. D. Chaplain. 
Rey. J. E. Rankin, D.D. Rev. W. W. Patton, D.D. 
Miss E. Stuart Phelps. Wm. H. Hooper, Esq. 
Rev. Geo. B. Willcox. Miss A. B. Harris. 
Rey. I. N. Tarbox, D.D. James W. Kimball. 
Mrs. M. F. Butts. Rev. Reuen Thomas. 
Rev. W. M. Taylor, D.D. Miss Phebe McKeen. 
Prof. W. M. Barber. Miss Philena McKeen. 
Hon. Neal Dow. Rev. W. L. Gege. 

Prof. M. B. Riddle. Alfred B. Street. 

Rev. J. T. Tucker, D.D. Mrs. R. D. C. Robbins. 


One of the most popular features of THE Con- 
GREGATIONALIST is its plan of givir g up from time 
to time, an entire page to oue t pic such as the 
Sabbath, Revivals, the Family, ur iemperance. 


The news department is full ard ample, embrac- 
ing e#pecially denomination»1 iutelligence from 
ail sections of the country. Large space is given 
to the notices of new books and general notes and 
news in literature. In its Washington correspon- 
deuce, the 


Congregationalist 


claims to be unsu d by any religious journal 
in the country. The explanation of the Sabbath- 
school iessons for the year 1576 is by the editor-in- 
chief. The chilcren’s department presents a large 
variety, including puzzies, an article each week in 
large type for the youngest. and a “Children's 
Misce:lany.” The agricultural department wi. 
continue as her tofore under the charge of Hon. 
J. F.u. Hyde. While maintain ng with vigor a 
sound docirine and the Congregational church 
policy, it is our careful and constant endeavor to 
Yiake THE CONGREGATIONALIST & paper tha’ shall 
be attractive and ;eadable, iu distinction trom one 
toat may be called dry and heavy; and its variety 
and scope are such as to preset more or less mat- 
ter of interest for ail classes and ages, in every issue. 


W. L. GREENE & CO., 
PUBLISHERS, 


| Somerset Street, Boston. 
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OLDEN RULE 


REV. W. H. H. MURRAY, Editor-in-Chief, 


Pastor of the New England Church, and Author of 
“ Adventures in the Wilderness.” “ Park Street 
Pulpit,” “The Adirondacks,” “The Per- 
fect Horse,” “Deacons,” etc. 


Established last October, THe GOLDEN RULE has 
already won an unprecedented success, and this suc- 
cess has been won on its merits. Its high character 
and low price have pushed it in the face of hard 
times, until its circulation is among the largest of 
any like paper in the country. 


THE GOLDEN RULE IS A RELIGIOUS PAPER, 
RELIGIOUS, BUT NOT SECTARIAN. 

Mr Murray’s Sermons are a feature of THE 
GOLDEN RULE—being published weekly, in large, 
clear ty These Sermous have been preached to 
‘Lhe New England Church,” in Music Hall, dur- 
ing the past year, to the largest regular audience 
——" the United States,and will be resumed 
October 1. 


THE GOLDEN RULE is 2 POLITICAL PAPER. 

INDEPENDENT, BUT NOT NKUTRAL. It has positive 
ene on the true policy of the nation, and one 
of the ablest corps of political writers connected 
with any paper in the cvuntry. 


THE GOLDEN RULE is an Agricultural Paper. 


Its Agricultural and Domestic articles have been 
quoted far and wide, in the press of the country. 


{HE GOLDEN RULE is a LITERARY PAPER. 
The Literary Department is in charge of experi- 
enced editors, whose contributions, and selections 
from current literature serve to make it thoroughly 
ent-rtaining and p-vpular. In addition to the 
rm gulai attractions of this department, in stories, 
ske. ches, reviews, poems, etc., Mr. Murray is writing 
to the papera series of Letters from the Woods; 
and the next volume of the paper will aiso contain 
— series of those sketches which, under the 
tle o 
“ADVENTURES IN THE WILDERNESS,” 
first gave him a national reputation. 


The Golden Rute is immediately popular 
with the best classes wherever introduced, It has 
been endorsed and recommend.d by such men as 
Hon. Wm. A Wheekr, of New York; Gov. A. H. 
Rice, of Massachusetts; Prest. Chamberlain, of 
Bowdoin College; Hon. Geo. B. Loring. of Massa- 
chusetts; Ex-Gov. Harriman, of New Hampshire; 
Hon. O. H. Platt, of Conneciicut; Ex-Gov. 8 ewart, 
of Vermont, and hundreds of representative 
clergymen. 

It antagonizes with no denomination, and is 
WITHOUT A BIVAL in its special field, as a Family 
Journal, Maintaining first-class departments in 
Religion, Politics Literature, Agr.caiture, and 
News. It makes no mention of any crimes, scan- 
dais, or sensations of any sort,and maintains a 
carefully supervised advertising department, 

WORK AND PAY FOR ONE THOU- 

SAND AGENTS. 

THE LARGEST CASH COMMISSIONS. 


Experienced canvassers never had such a chance, 

Persons who wish Experience wiil not meet with so 
good an opportunity. 

Men or Wumen Everybhere who want EMPLOYMENT 
for a week, a month, or permarer tly. are offered THE 
CHANCE OF THE YAR! in connection with 
THE GOLDEN RULE. 





TERMS, $2.20 Per Year, Postage prepaid. Three 
Months for 50 cents. 


For sample copies, advertising rates, agencies, 
eic., address 


THE GOLDEN RULE PUBLISBING C0., 


146 Tremont Street, Boston. 
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BAPTIST (MO 


A TWENTY-PAGE WEEKLY 


LIBERAL BAPTIST PAPER, 


Representing the great ONWARD 
MOVEMENT among Baptists 
toward 


Christian Liberty and Union; 

Comprehension without Compul- 
sion ; 

Diversity without Division ; 

Loyalty without Proscription ; 

Fellowship without Dictation. 


It publishes Spurgeon’s Sermons, an Ex- 
position of the International Sunday-school 
Lessons, and general family reading, with 
Religious and Secular news. 


Terms of Subscription, post-paid. 


One Year, if paid in advance,. . . $2 50 
If not paid inadvance, . . ... 275 
Two new subscribers, or one renewal 

and onenew, . ......- 4650 
Five new subscribers, and one renewal, 12 00 


SAMPLE COPIES SENT FREE. 
Address 


BAPTIST UNION, 


No. 37 Park Row, New York. 





SAFES. 


FIRE AND BURGLAR SAFES. 








FIRE PROOF, 
BURGLAR PROOF, 
DWELLING HOUSE 


SAFES. 


MARVIN’S SAFE CO. 


721 Chestnut St., 
PHILADELPHIA. 
265 Broadway, 
NEW YORK. 


AT RNTS FezeeERaue™ 

P 47 i \\ CoP YRIGH ro. ne. 
procured with promptness and on reasonable terms. 

JOHN A. WIEDERSHEIM & CO., 


PHILADELPHIA, Pa, 
110 FourtsH Sr., below Chestnut. 








4#@~ Call or send for Book of Instruction.-@e 
T —The choicest in the wor'd—Importers’ 

AS. prices—Largest Company in America— 
S aple article—P eases everybody—Trade continu- 
ae iucreasing—Agents wanted everywhere—Best 
inducements—Don t weste time—Send for circular 








SUPERINTENDENTS. 


THE LABOR OF LOVE, 


A Gospel Monthly, finely illustrated, is just the 
for your schools. 18 cents a year, postage 
per copy—for 10 or more copies to one address. 


THE FOOD POR THE LAMBS, 


Published four times each month, each number 
has four beautiful pages well illustrated for the 
vy little fellows. 


cents per copy, postage paid, for 10 or more 
copies to one address. 


BACK NUMBERS. 


The Labor of Love. 
No date, fresh and nice, postage paid, $1.25 per 


The Food for the Lambs. 
Back numbers, no date, 50 cents per 100, 
Address the Publigher, 

EDWIN A. WILSON, Springfield, Ills. 

SPECIMEN COPY FREE. 


HAYES, COULTER & CO., 
Manufacturers of 
Heaters, Ranges, and Grates, 
of the latest improvements, and 
MARSGLEIZED SLATE MASTELS 
of the richest designs. Send for catalogue. 
1305 Chestnut Street, Phila, 


RIVATE BOARDING, Good Accommoda- 
tions, on M. derate Terms. easy of accc_s to Cen- 





, tennis! grounds, by horse and steam cars. Address, 


to ROB’T WELLS, 43 Vesey St., N.Y. P.O, Box 1287, | MRS, ECKENDORFYF, 511 Brown Sr. (Girard Row). 








NSW PuBLAUCA TAOS. 


FOR THE TIMES. 


BY THE PRESBYTERIAN BOARD, 
re AND THE REVO- 





By the Rev. WILLIAM P. BREED, D.D. 


16mo. Price, 75 cents. 


The Centennial year naturally awakens histor- 
ical interest and research, and in this volume the 
relations of Presbyterians and Presbyteriapism to 
the American Revolution will gratify an honest 
pride ia their forefatuers, and awaken gratitude to 
God for his goodness to them, their church and 


country. : 
JOHN A. BLACK, 


Business Superintendent, 
1334 Chestnat St., Philada, 


The IDEAL, SUNDAY SCHOOL 


The Sunday-school as it is and as it should be. 


By the REV. W. F. CRAFTS. 

This “Ideal Sunday School,” is built of rE L 
fragments, gathered by observation and experi- 
ence. No pastor, superintendent, or teacher can 
afford to be without it. In cloth, 75; in paper, 30, 
Mailed on receipt of price. 

Contents.—Preface; The Ideal Sunday School; 
The Ideal Superintendent; The Teachers’ Meet- 
ing; Social Helps; Time of Ideal Sunday-school; 
Place of do.; Exercises of do.; Si 





in do.; Li- 
br System of do. With an Appendix of Print- 
ing Press Helps for the Sunda ‘school, 
ple sets of these sy (26 varieties) on tinted 
card board mailed, pre for 30 cents. 
Send for descriptive 


HENRY HOXT, 9 Cornhill, Boston, Mass, 
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FROM THOSE WHO HAVE TRIED IT? 


What the workers think of The Scholars’ Quarterly. 


FEAHE success of THe Scnor- 

ARS’ QuARTERLY has been far 
greater than was expected at 
its start. The demand for it, 
coming from every state in the 
Union, has rapidly increased its 
circulation. We are assured that 
many schools at the beginning of 
the new year will do away en- 
tirely with lesson leaves and the 
ordinary question-books, and use 
the Quarterty. The cost is but 
little more than that of question- 
books, and the help given is ac- 
knowledged to be much superior. 
The plan of taking subscriptions 
for it for so short a time as three 
months, enables schools to give 
it a trial at little cost. The send- 
ing of it to single subscribers at 
the hundred price has also aided 
in giving it a wide circulation. 
Superintendents who read the 
words from subscribers concern- 
ing the QuarTerRLy, will not be 
likely to miss seeing a specimen 
copy of it before supplying their 
schools with lesson helps for the 
next year. 

Notre.—While the commendations from 
subscribers given herewith have come to us 
unsolicited, and are but a small part of 
those received, only one adverse criticism 
has reached us, and that from a publisher, 
who says that the great trouble with the 


QUARTERLY is that those who get it want 
no other lesson help. 





MAINE.—‘‘ Those of my class who have 
tried the Quarterly find it a great help; 
therefore, | send for more.”” H.E. D, 

‘Please send me The Scholars’ Quar- 
terly. We are delighted with it.” D.‘T. W. 

“| like The Scholars’ Quarterly very 
much; please send me four more copies.” 


‘Please send seven copies. I like it so 
well I want it for a class of boys.”” S.L.R. 

NEW HAMPSHIRE —‘‘I use them for a 
mission class, and like them very much.” 
;. We. te 

“T think it is just what is needed in our 
school,—especially in my own class, I 
wish to introduce it."”. M. D. P. 

“T never examined one until lately. It 
is just such a help as I have long wished 
tor,” A. BP. 

‘* For the price, it is the best that I have.” 
A.A. R. 

VERMONT, —‘‘We are highly pleased 
with them. Are using them in three classes 
with good success."" A. M. B. 


MASSACHUSETTS.—‘ ! hope we shall ere- 
long use them altogether in our school.” 
E. A, J. 

“You would be glad to see haw much 
the Quarterly adds to the interest in Bible 
study in our school.” J. R. 

‘havea class of ten young men. They 
will all be supplied with the Quarterly. 
They like it very much. I think it better 
than the question-book.”’ Mrs, L. E. P. 

“IT have found it very useful as a help 
in preparing the lessons. I am sure my 
class will like it.” F. E. B. 

RHODE ISLAND.—‘"It is the best schol- 
ars’ help we have ever had.”” P.M. B. 

‘**L am trying to introduce them in our 
school, and hope to send subscriptions for 
a year soon.”’ H., P. 

CONNECTICUT.—‘‘1 am glad to hear of 
the merited popularity of The Scholars’ 
Quarterly. Send mine as soon as you can, 
as | am anxious to have them in the hands 
of my class.” M. E. H. 

‘I like it much, and hope to induce 
all my class to take it."". Mrs. J. C. 








“TI find the Quarterly a great help in 
studying the lessons, as well as in the re- 
view.” M. B. 

‘I would like to see the Quarterly in all 
the classes of our school. It is much liked 
by those who have it; and I hope our 
superintendent may be favorable to its in- 
troduction another year,”’ M. E. D. 

‘I think The Scholars’ Quarterly is the 
best Sunday-school class-book I have 
seen.” R.R. P. 

“I have now paid you for thirty-two 
Quarterlies for the year... . I think we 
shall want a larger number for next year,”’ 
H..C, 


NEW YORK.—‘‘My sample copy is 
greatly admired. Nothing I have yet 
seen can take its place.” H. T. 

“My class and I find them very valua- 
ble, and we feel that we would not like to 
go back to the old helps,’’ Mrs. E. T. 

“Your Quarterlies are making friends 
here ; have heretofore used lesson leaves, 
and have them for the year. The Quar- 
terlies are superseding them.”” J. H. S. 

‘Our school has never been as interest- 
ing as it has been since we used the Schol- 
ars’ Quarterly.”” C.S. 

‘1 like it so much that I must have it 
for my class of boys.’”’ Mrs. E. G. W. 

“Our school is so well pleased with the 
Quarterly that they desire me to arrange 
to substitute them for a part of the lesson 
leaves.” W. B. E. 

“Your Scholars’ Quarterly is so highly 
appreciated in our school that I desire to 
get eight more copies,”’ J. C. 

““We have been using the Scholars’ 
Quarterly with eminent success. I have, 
as yet, not seen anything in the Sunday- 
school work that equals it.” M. A. C. 

“‘T have used the Quarterly for the past 

uarter and like it very much, and think 
that by another year it will be generally 
used in our school.” J. W.S. 

“| have come to regard it as an indis- 
pensable help in preparing for my Bible- 
cam. ~§=—(CAL B.S. 

NEW JERSEY.—‘ Please send me twenty 
additional copies of Scholars’ Quarterly. 
This makes seventy copies in all, which 
will show that the paper takes even witha 
country Sabbath-school.” H. E. T. 

“I might better have made up a club 
for the Scholars’ Quarterly at the outset. 
I have had to order again and again. It 
is the best thing out for scholars or teach- 
ers, My own teachers are using it, and 
other superintendents agree with us in 
peasy it first among all our lesson 
helps, LD. A. 

‘*T am so well pleased with your Schol- 
ars’ Quarterly that I would like to have 
‘he school of‘which I am superintendent 
become acquainted with it."’ I. W. 

PENNSYLVANIA.—‘‘ Those of our teach- 
ers who have examined the Quarterly 
are delighted with it, and consider it the 
best thing they haveever seen.”’ Mrs. J. 

ae 


‘The Scholars’ Quarterly is just what 
we want, I think it is the most complete 
help we have ever had.” M. D. G. 

‘* Everybody who has seen this publica- 
tion likes it, and I would not be surprised 
if I should have to order, some more.”’ 
a. CU. 

“The improvement is marked in, my 
class since some have taken the Scholars’ 


Quarterly, and I hope for even better | 
E. L. F. 


things when all are supplied.” 

“T have just received the Scholars’ 
Quarterly, and like it so much that I would 
like to have you send me, as soon as pos- 
sible, six more copies.”’ R. C. 

“Tam sorry I did not learn of this pub- 
lication sooner, as I would have taken it 
from the first of the year."” H.C. S. 


“It is the best thing of the kind I have | 


seen. Send me five copies for this quarter 
and next.” F. H.S. 

MARYLAND.—‘“‘It has been my desire 
to introduce into our Sabbath-school the 
very best helps I could procure, and I am 
frank to say that I have not seen any 
publication which has pleased me so much 
as the Scholars’ Quarterly.” J.S.R. ° 

“It is the best thing of the kind I have 
seen, and I think hereafter will be gener- 
ally used by our Sabbath-school. Two 
classes have already adopted them.”’ F.W. 

















‘“*T requested some of my best teachers 
to look at the copy I had received, and 
they were so very much pleased that they 
want our entire school to adopt them.” 
H. BP, 

“IT think that it is just the thing that 
every scholar should have.”” J. H.N. 

VIRGINIA.—‘‘I think it is one of the 
best books that I have ever seen for the 
Sunday-school. I wish that every teacher 
and scholar in the county had one. Iam 
superintending one Sunday-school and 
teaching in another, and try to get all to 
subscribe for it thatI can.”” J. W. T. 


NORTH CAROLINA.—‘‘It seems to me 
that nothing more can be wished for.”’ 
Rev. J. B. M. . 

“‘T have just received the second quar- 
ter, and am so delighted with it that I want 
it for the whole year, commencing with 
January.” J. W. 

SOUTH CAROLINA.—‘‘ Please accept many 
thanks for publishing such an efficient 
help.” L. 5. A. 

‘‘T have found it the best help I have 
yet seen in the preparation of the lessons.”’ 
G. H. W. 

GEORGIA.—‘‘I think the Quarterly the 
best text book for the Sunday-school 
scholar that I have ever seen.” W. E. R. 


ALABAMA.—‘‘I wish my Sunday-school 
class to see them. I hope I shall order 
again more extensively.”” J. M. 


MISSISSIPPI. — ‘<I have been using a 
copy af the Scholars’ Quarterly recently, 
and have to express only the highest ap- 
preciation of its merits,” J.C. R. 


TENNESSEE.—‘‘ Please mail me twenty 
copies of the Scholars’ Quarterly for the 
second quarter. I think my school will 
like them.” J. H. W. 

KENTUCKY.—“‘ The Quarterly wins with 
both teachers and Bible-class scholars.”’ 
H.R. C. 


MISSOURI.—‘‘ My Quarterly came safely, 
and is liked by all that have examined it.” 
.G 


‘We have received the Scholars’ Quar- 
terly through Mr. , our former su- 
perintendent, and like them exceedingly.” 
A. M. S. 

“I think they are an excellent lesson 
help:" j. F.C. 

‘“*T have tried your Scholars’ Quarterly 
for nearly six months, and it gives me such 
good satisfaction that I herewith send you 
an order to supply all my larger scholars 
with it.” H.N. 

“*IT am much pleased with the specimen 
copy, and would like twelve copies for the 
present quarter.”” O. W.R. 


OHIO.—‘‘ All who have tried the Quar- 
terly like it very much.” Mrs. M. A, F. 

** Your Scholars’ Quarterlies are the best 
lesson books we ever used in our Sunday- 
school.”” TF. E. O. 

“My school is more and more pleased 
with it, and we shall probably want it 
right along.’’ Wm. A, F. 

‘“‘My reason for sending for your Quar- 
terly is that I wish to introduce it among 
the teachers and scholars, and if they like 
it as well as I do we shall probably send 
for several copies.”” J. J. F. 

“At the beginning of next quarter we 
shall need a larger supply of the Quar- 
terlies, which we think are invaluable.”’ 
BH, me. ©. 

**T have examined your Scholars’ Quar- 





terly and am -highly pleased with it.’ | 


HM. J.B. 

‘“‘T like the Quarterly better than any 
work of the kind which I have yet seen.”’ 
yr. E 

“IT shall hope to introduce them into 


our school at the close of the present | 


quarter. I regard them as the most com- 


plete scholars’ help yet published.” D. | 


A. S 


‘*We have used them but a few weeks, | 


but appreciate them very highly.” P. F. H. 


INDIANA.—‘‘ We get the Scholars’ Quar- 
terly in our school, and like it better than 
anything we have ever tried.”” M. P.C, 

** We think the Scholars’ Quarterly just 
what is needed for scholars in the study 
of the lesson.”” C. W. J. 

*‘T like them so well I want all my class 
to have them.” N.S. H 


| SUBSCRIPTION PRICE: 
| 
| 


‘‘Send me thirty copies of the Scholars’ 
Quarterly. Ithink by the time we are 
through with this quarter our school will 
want more of them. They are good.” 
H. F. O. 

‘‘ We find it the best help we can get, 
and like it because it helps us to search 
the Scriptures.”” M. H. G., 


ILLINOIS. —‘‘Our school prizes them 
very much indeed.”’ R. P. 

‘Have used it in my class during the 
last few months, and am much pleased 
with it.” Mrs. H. A. B. 

“Tasa scholar found your Quarterly 
so much help that now I have a class, I 
want to have them use it, and so send you 
$2.50, and you may send what you think 
you can for that.” A. M. H. 

“‘T am so much pleased with them, that 
I want you tosend me one hundred copies 
for the second quarter of 1876. It seems 
to me that it is just what is needed in all 
our schools to induce the scholars to study 
their lessons at home, and also to make 
the study of great interest.” D.C. J. 


MICHIGAN.—‘‘ We consider them a de- 
cided improvement upon the lesson leaf.” 
Mrs. A. B. S. 

“If scholars and teachers only knew 
more about the Quarterly I think it would 
come into use more. I am much pleased 
and helped by its use, and will try and 
introduce it wherever I can.”’ J. L. 

**T consider the Scholars’ Quarterly one 
of the best helps introduced into Sunday- 
school work.”’ C. B. P 


WISCONSIN, —‘‘ From an examination of 
those sent me last week I am sure we 
shall like these helps.”” E. J. L. 

“T have seen nothing equal to it among 
the ‘ lesser lights’ upon the Sunday-school 
lessons.” G. B 

‘I like the Quarterly so well that I wish 
to put a few copies into the hands of those 
scholars who have been constant attend- 
ants for the past three months.” J. 
D. F. 


1OWA.—‘‘ We like them very mucn in- 
deed, and feel that we can scarcely get 
along without them.” J. B. F. 

‘Although well supplied with leaves, 
many of our scholars order and pay for 
this additional help, which is much 
valued.” L.S.H 

“In April I sent for five copies of the 
Scholars’ Quarterly for the use of my own 
class. They like them so well that they 
say they cannot get along without them ; 
and the older scholars of our school, after 
having examined them, say they think 
the same. The teachers are of the same 
opinion. Enclosed find Post Office Order 
for $2.80 for which send forty copies of the 
Scholars’ Quarterly for July, August and 
September” G. E. A. 

‘“«T have received the Scholars’ Quarterly 
and like it better than anything I have yet 
seen in its line.” H. W. 

‘I consider it invaluable, and believe 
it should be placed in the hands of every 
scholar in the land.” H.D.C. 


MINNESOTA. —‘‘I like the Quarterly 
better than anything of the kind I have 
seen.” H. D.C. 

‘‘ My wife for her class, and I for gene- 
ral use, think it excellent.”” H. W. P. 

“They have given very good satisfaction 
during the past quarter, and, I believe, will 
do much good.” G. H.B. 

‘‘Enclosed find draft for which please 
send eighty copies of the Scholars’ Quar- 
iterly. We have tried the Quarterly, and 
| like it much better than the Lesson Leaf.” 
| N. W.C. 
| WEBRASKA—‘‘It is royal, and deserves 
| to have its sovereignty recognized.” P.G. 
| KANSAS.—‘‘ The Quarterly takes well.” 
W.H. S. 

CALIFORNIA.—‘‘ The Times, unsurpassed ; 
Scholars’ Quarterly, splendid.” Rev. T. 
H.R. 





| 





100 copies, one year, (four quarters)..............$25 00 
Single copy, one year, (four quarters).......... 26 
10) copies, thiee monihs, (one quarter)......... 6 26 
| Under 10 cop es, three mouths, eacb............ 07 
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